Hook/Intro
Really just 2 things I’m going to focus on
	1 A biblical view of debt (and is it wrong to have it)
		4 conclusions.
2 How this applies to the issue of love 
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Romans 13:8–14 (NKJV) 
8Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
· How this verse may be misused
· First 4 words “Owe no one anything”
· All debt is SIN!
· Not just credit cards, but all debt. (Home, car, business, what about a car, pencil)
· This almost changed my life.
· Now it’s not about wisdom, it’s about obedience
· And I’m down!
· “Lord, just say the word”
· Is it sinful to have debt?
· God never expressly forbids borrowing
· Jesus actually tells us to LEND money
· Matthew 5:42 (NKJV) 42Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. 
· If borrowing was a sin, why am I told to help others with it?
· Sometimes borrowing is how you get by.
· But he does forbid the abuse of the borrower!
· Leviticus 25:35–37 (NKJV) 35‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, and falls into poverty among you, then you shall help him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live with you. 36Take no usury or interest from him; but fear your God, that your brother may live with you. 37You shall not lend him your money for usury, nor lend him your food at a profit. 
· Also-  Exodus 22:25 (NKJV) 25“If you lend money to any of My people who are poor among you, you shall not be like a moneylender to him; you shall not charge him interest. 
· However, there are warnings about borrowing
· Proverbs 22:7 (NKJV) 7The rich rules over the poor, And the borrower is servant to the lender. 
· Don’t kid yourself about it. You become their servant.
· Credit card debt is pretty serious. 
· True wisdom, but not a prohibition against borrowing. 
· Also warnings about the love of money
· 1 Timothy 6:6–10 (NKJV) 6Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
· Might be manifest in borrowing too much.
· If there is ANY verse that specifically forbids borrowing, it’s not in the OT
· It’s only Rom 13:8
· So how does “owe no one anything” apply to debt?
· Look at the examples
· taxes/customs/fear/honor
· The emphasis is not loans.
· I don’t think it really applies directly to incurring loan debt. 
· Keeping up on your payments
· Psalm 37:21 (NKJV) 21The wicked borrows and does not repay, But the righteous shows mercy and gives. 
· This IS a moral issue
· Conclusions:
· 1- avoid debt where you can, this is wisdom
· Some avoid it completely, good for you! Don’t put that on everyone.
· 2- Pay debts you owe, this is a moral obligation
· 3- Help those in need without taking advantage of their lack – this is also a moral obligation
· And can be useful
· 4- Money is really not what this verse is primarily about
· Part of this society or just a critic
· Connecting this to the previous verses
· Taxes, customs, fear, honor, LOVE
· We aren’t alone out here.
· It’s about Christian obligation
· We OWE (taxes, fear, honor)
· “Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.”
· What we do owe, is love
· The Bible debunks a lot of love confusion
· And I love it!
· 1- Our culture’s obsession with BEING loved.
· I just want everyone to love me as much as I love me… or maybe more.
· “you love me OR me love you?”
· This focus shifts when I read this verse. 
· I owe them love
· 2- contractual love/performance love
· “love those who hate you”
· But why should I love others?
· Is it a quality in you?
· A quality in all mankind?
· Or is it really about God?
1 John 4:7–8 (NKJV) 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
1 John 4:11 (NKJV) 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
1 John 5:1 (NKJV) 1Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 
· God loves us primarily because of His nature. Our motive should be the same
· 3- Love lender or lover debtor
· This is deep. It’s how I view my love commitment
· Some act like the love lender.
· You owe me back
· I’m called to be a debtor
· Not earned, owed.
· This is a humble love!
· Thinking I owe you makes my love a humble service 
· God’s love and command is all the motive I need. And it destroys my excuses.
· If I had debt, I would feel a constant MORAL need to pay it back.
· I should feel this way about love.

9For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
· Of the 10 commandments
· 1-3 are about God
· 4-10 are about man
· All are about love.
· Loving God, loving man.
· #7 adultery
· #6 murder
· #8 theft
· #9 false witness
· Why out of order?
· Priority. 
· I like to imagine a society that operates by these commandments
· I’m not talking about the laws, I mean the people!
· You would hardly need locks, alarms, prisons, police, lawyers…
· Imagine the wonder of heaven, when we walk in this love
· Let’s aim to be a sample of this for those around us!
· John 13:35 (NKJV) 35By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
· It’s not just the 10 commandments, All the law is about love
· Love is the highest moral value
· But it’s not independent of the others. It’s part of them
· Important hierarchy
· God first (above self)
· People next (as self)
· Mark 12:29–31 (NKJV) 29Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 31And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
· Side note: notice how Paul uses the OT Law.
· To draw principles for our lives today.
· “How To Understand The OT Law”
· There’s a powerful truth we need to face in this…
· A false difference between “moral” and “loving”
· If you’re not loving, you’re not really moral
· If you’re not moral, you’re not really loving
· 1 Cor 13:6 “Love does not rejoice in iniquity” (paraphrase)
· Maybe ONE of these is your tendency… be reminded.
· The real question I have, for application, is
· “do I consciously walk around with LOVE as my objective?” 
· Really
· Prioritize this!
· You’ve prioritized before.
· Soccer season, health food kick, 
· “Does no harm.”
· Better translated “wrong” or “evil”
· People will twist this verse
· Love God first or your love of man may be distorted.
· Love is the fulfillment
· But let it be biblical love, not worldly

11And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 
12The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 
13Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 
14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 
