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End week 1 begin week 2

Today – The concept of being “born again”
	The resurrection of Jesus
	Hope in the midst of grief

1 Peter 1:3b who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope
· Begotten us again – born again – regeneration 
· John 3
· Nic was confused
· “born again”
· What it is not
· Not a change of attitude
· Just a change of mind or heart
· Not just sinners trying not to sin
· Not changing your ways
· External change
· Not getting religious 
· Going to church, reading the Bible
· Or Jesus wouldn’t have said it to Nicodemus
· Not something man can DO but something God does to us
· What it is
· A new/second birth 
· 1 John 5:1 (NKJV) Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 
· John 1:12–13 (NKJV) 12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
· It’s a spiritual birth
· Jn 3:8 “born of the Spirit”
· It is spiritual 	
· This doesn’t mean “symbolic” but spiritual 
· John 3:6 (NKJV) 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
· A new nature – Child of God instead of child of wrath
· 2 Corinthians 5:16 (NKJV) 16Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. 
· Eph 3
· Not a new physical nature
· That comes next
· Romans 8:23 (NKJV) 23Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 
· 1 Cor 15
· Adoption – difference between Jesus and us
· So we have an inheritance 
· Royal position in the kingdom
· New relationship with God – intimate and internal
· Galatians 4:6 (NKJV) And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 
· 
· New desires – from God
· To love God, love man
· Eph 4
· New man and old man
· “the flesh”  “the spirit”
· New empowerment – to serve God in the power of the Spirit 
· 
· According to mercy 
· “abundant” – it’s enough
· Living hope
· Not a dead hope
· Not wishful thinking
· Confidence about a glorious eternal future!!!
· Hebrews 11:13–16 (NKJV) 13These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 
· Matthew suffered martyrdom by being slain with a sword at a distant city of Ethiopia.
· Mark expired at Alexandria, after being cruelly dragged through the streets of that city.
· Luke was hanged upon an olive tree in the classic land of Greece.
· John was put in a cauldron of boiling oil, but escaped death in a miraculous manner, and was afterward banished to Patmos.
· Peter was crucified at Rome with his head downward.
· James, the Greater, was beheaded at Jerusalem,
· James, the Less, was thrown from a lofty pinnacle of the temple, and then beaten to death with a fuller’s club.
· Bartholomew was flayed alive.
· Andrew was bound to a cross, whence he preached to his persecutors until he died.
· Thomas was run through the body with a lance at Coromandel in the East Indies.
· Jude was shot to death with arrows.
· Matthias was first stoned and then beheaded.
· Barnabas of the Gentiles was stoned to death at Salonica.
· Paul, after various tortures and persecutions, was at length beheaded at Rome by the Emperor Nero.
· Such was the fate of the apostles, according to traditional statements. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Tan, P. L. (1996). Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: Signs of the Times. Garland, TX: Bible Communications, Inc.] 

· Then read it again with the focus on “and then entered into glory and joys everlasting in the presence of the Lord”
They were WILLING to die for Christ
What had them so convinced??

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
· Through the res.
· It happened
· The historical evidence is amazing
· 2000 years later
· Multiple sources
· Secular and Christian sources
· Verifying the essential facts around the resurrection
· 1 – crucifixion
· 2 – empty tomb
· 3 – independent eye witness accounts 
· 4 – violence endured by the apostles
· 5 – enemies of Christ converted
· I’ll do a series on it sometime.
· The witness of the Holy Spirit
· Not just that it happened
· What it means!
· Matthew 12:39–40 (NKJV) 39But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
· John 2:18–19 (NKJV) 18So the Jews answered and said to Him, “What sign do You show to us, since You do these things?” 19Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
· Vs 21 - The temple of His body
· What would it mean if it hadn’t happened?
· 1 Corinthians 15:17 (NKJV) 17And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 
· Your faith is POWERFUL!
· You are no longer in your sins!
· Because He lives 
· It’s all true
· Hope is alive
· This is WHY they went from cowards to courageous martyrs
· If you have ANY hope in Christ then you have ALL hope in Christ!
· Not a good moral system 
· Is Jesus still alive? 
· Then your hope is still powerful

4to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 
· Inheritance
· His coming kingdom
· Our position in it
· 4 attributes of our inheritance
· Incorruptible
· Undying, immortal
· Undefiled
· Pure from stain of sin or wickedness
· 2 Peter 3:13 (NKJV) Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
· We don’t just KNOW about it
· We LOOK FOR it 
· It’s in our attitudes 
· Does not fade away
· It’s forever
· This life fades, and the older you get the more you realize it
· Like grasping the wind
· To say it’s not fading 
· It’s not disappointing 
· Ecc – deals with the fading nature of life
· “what’s the point?”
· Those who stare atheism in the eye and don’t blink
· Don’t let it fade in your sight
· Reserved for YOU!!!
· You have a reservation 
· Just like the land is waiting for Israel
· Our inheritance is reserved, guarded for us
· Why is it important?
· So we don’t get discouraged
· Israel hesitated in pressing into the Promised Land
· They would have settled for so much less
· Don’t settle
· So we don’t forget
· So we don’t lose our accent
· Constant reminder that you are a foreigner
· Pilgrim’s, remember!
· This world vs the next
· Every attribute is reversed
· This world is
· Corrupted – death
· Defiled – sinful, wicked
· Not reserved for you!
· Not for you
· and GRATEFULLY fading away
· That’s my hope, my home

5who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
· Not only is my inheritance kept… SO AM I
· “kept” – different than before
· “guarded” militarily 
· Guarded from ATTACK
· 2 Corinthians 4:8–9 (NKJV) 8We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed— 
· Romans 8:31–39 (NKJV) 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
· Through faith – that is, NOT of works
· How I am saved is how I am kept
· I don’t move to works (though it is a temptation)
· What’s going to be revealed?
· The salvation – in its fullness
· We are the orphans who have been chosen
· We are like Israel, the elect of God, waiting in Egypt to be brought out.
· At that time it will be a public proof

6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 
· Rejoicing and grieving at the same time
· Not a mask of joy but an ocean of calm beneath the storm of life
· 

7that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
· Our rejoicing is greater than our grief
· This is the point
· Genuineness of your faith
· There is real faith and fake faith
· “Lord Lord” “I do not know you”
· James – dead faith
· Trials are one reason why people fall away 
· Seed that fell on the stony soil
· Gold is refined by the fire
· You are refined in trials
· Some lessons we don’t learn when the sun is shining
· Hope is greater
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