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End week 4 begin week 5


1 Peter 2:1–3 (NKJV) 
1Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 
2as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 
3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 
· Now, let’s apply all this into our lives
· Application is what it’s all about
· Malice – desire for others to be harmed, embarrassed or suffer
· I hope that guy!!
· This is different than wanting the evil to stop
· Ezekiel 33:11 (NKJV) 11Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord God, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?’ 
· TurnTo- Luke 6
· Obviously God doesn’t have malice toward us, His desire was to keep us from suffering even though we deserved it.
· Be children of God

Luke 6:27–36 (NKJV)
27“But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,28bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.29To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.30Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back.31And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.32“But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.34And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back.35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.36Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
· Lay it aside
· Malice is something you HOLD on to
· Or you lay it aside
· Deceit – not just “don’t lie”
· It’s an integrity thing
· “let your yes be yes”
· Build a reputation of trust
· Because you are children of a trustworthy Father
· This is our ultimate motive “Be holy because I am holy”
· I’ll speak truth because God does
· It is liberating
· Which is connected to the next issue
· Hypocrisy – fakeness 
· Let’s not assume all are hypocrites 
· Any group that has ideals will have a danger of hypocrisy
· There is a great danger in looking instead of being
· Looking – you are worried about what people think of you
· Being – you are worried about what God thinks of you
· Looking – people drain you, 
· It’s stressful
· Being – peaceful, you sleep better
· Hypocrisy is worried about being found out
· So we distance
· Some just fake it at church
· Hypocrisy spreads and keeps us apart
· Connected to hypocrisy is….
· Being real doesn’t mean being carnal
· It means being real
· Real about your weaknesses
· Don’t look, just be
· You can’t fool God
· Hypocrisy is connected to….
· Envy – a state of ill will toward someone because of some real or presumed advantage experienced by such a person—‘envy, jealousy.’
· don’t compare, compliment
· I can appreciate and enjoy their gifts
· David and Saul
· David loved Saul
· Saul hated David
· Johnathan loved David
· Envy causes you to be untrusting and unloving toward those you really should PARTNER with
· Envy is connected to…
· All evil speaking – slander
· Slander –
· I can’t embrace sin, but, I want to stay kind in my words
· Don’t have something bad to say about everyone
· From the overflow of the heart
· So, check your heart 
· “As newborn babes desire the pure milk of the word”
· Newborn (born again)
· Babies desire milk…
· A lot
· After birth, they IMMEDIATELY start feeding
· Early church loved the word
· Acts 2:42 (NKJV) 42And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
· Desire it again, like that
· Continue in it
· Deuteronomy 11:18–19 (NKJV) 18“Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 19You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 
· Simply listening to it
· Simply reading it
· Simply studying it
· God has called teachers
· Just in Acts 2:42
· 
· Sitting in Bible studies, online
· But also, talk about it
· Develop this habit
· You do it on purpose
· It is “mother’s milk” to a believer
· This is how they grow
· And it’s how we grow
· And nothing is better
· The news is never sure of this
· Ps 119
· Not just for prophecy, it’s for your growth!
· Not just scholastic!
· “that you may grow thereby”
· Are you growing?
· In spiritual health and strength in the Lord?
· Psalm 119:105 (NKJV) 105Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 
· Psalm 119:25 (NKJV) 25My soul clings to the dust; Revive me according to Your word. 
· Psalm 119:28 (NKJV) 28My soul melts from heaviness; Strengthen me according to Your word. 
· Psalm 119:50 (NKJV) 50This is my comfort in my affliction, For Your word has given me life. 
· Psalm 119:98–100 (NKJV) 98You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they are ever with me. 99I have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my meditation. 100I understand more than the ancients, Because I keep Your precepts. 
· John 17:17 (NKJV) 17Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 
· Sanctification = us becoming more godly, Christ-like 

[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Peter 2:4–10 (NKJV) 
4Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 
5you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.” 
7Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, “The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,” 
8and “A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense.” They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 
· 2 different things are in this analogy
· 1- We are living stones
· Rejected by men
· The danger of being a people-pleaser
· As long as everyone around me is nodding in agreement, I must be ok.
· This is not excuse to reject others, just to be free from trying to please them
· Don’t let men tell you what you should be
· “Chosen by God and precious”
· 
· Members of the body
· Eph 4 – each member is useful
· Temple stones were carved for the purpose 
· You are too
· Uniquely shaped for your part
· 
· 2- Jesus is the chief cornerstone
· What’s a chief cornerstone?
· Two kinds – the archway or the corner
· Differences aren’t significant
· All the stones were shaped to fit each other
· Ultimately, all shaped to fit the cornerstone
· Story = stone the builders rejected
· Psalm 118:22 (NKJV) 22The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. 
· They stumble at Him
· Isaiah 8:14 is quoted
· He is precious or an offense
