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9But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
10who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 
· Many of these titles are taken from the OT description of and call on Israel
· We are grafted in
· And we experience the fullness of those promises they were waiting on
· Chosen generation
· Race, not generation
· All related – family
· “welcome to the family of God”
· So important that we be built together
· It’s easy to be separated 
· But it’s not healthy
· Ephesians 4:3 (NKJV) endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
· Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) 25not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 
· He won’t forsake us, so you shouldn’t either.
· Those who disconnect tend to get frozen in their walk
· Royal priesthood
· Also mentioned in 2:5 “a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”
· High priest a type of Christ – Jesus is our high priest (Hebrews)
· We are all priests – men, woman, every believer
· Men and women? Yes
· Everything else in vs 9-10 is for men and women
· Priesthood of believers
· As priests we… (8 things)
· 1- Draw near to God, not needing anyone but Jesus to do it
· Hebrews 10:19–22 (NKJV) 19Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21and having a High Priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
· 2- Are ambassadors 
· 2 Corinthians 5:18–21 (NKJV) 18Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 0Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 21For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
· We preach, but they go through Jesus, not us
· I don’t need to lead you in the sinners prayer
· It’s a tradition
· Offer spiritual sacrifices (2:5)
· Different than Levites
· 3- Romans 12:1 (NKJV) 1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
· You offer you.
· Not just your heart
· Your body
· 4- Sacrifice of praise
· Hebrews 13:15 (NKJV) 15Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 
· You can worship God
· Wherever, whenever
· Not however
· Modern confusion
· Praise feels good
· Sometimes
· Other times, not so much
· Sacrifice of praise 
· Willful worship
· Like Job
· You don’t need to FEEL it
· Don’t need to FAKE it
· Just have to FAITH it
· 5- doing good
· 6- sharing (material giving)
· Hebrews 13:16 (NKJV) 16But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
· Proverbs 19:17 (NKJV) 17He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord, And He will pay back what he has given. 
· There is more
· 7- Council each other
· Romans 15:14 (NKJV) 14Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 
· Instruct in belief or behavior
· 8- Ministry of prayer
· James 5:16 (NKJV) 16Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 
· Many groups have tried to take this away from us
· A special priesthood for certain believers only
· They then stand between you and God
· They claim rights and responsibilities 
· that belong to ALL God’s people
· They steal them from YOU!
· If you ARE the Temple of the Holy Spirit 
· The Spirit dwells in you!
· Then how can you need them???
· “You need us to come to God”
· They don’t like to say it out loud
· It would seem arrogant and presumptuous
· And more important, unbiblical 
· But they believe it
· Which just makes them deceitful and unbiblical
· You don’t avoid MAJOR salvation issues
· All believers have this priesthood
· Every believer is a minister
· Holy nation
· community
· Sheep not of this flock – Jesus
· We have a citizenship from heaven
· We live by those rules and customs
· Under the King of ALL
· Our allegiance – 
· Acts 4:18–20 (NKJV) 18So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 20For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 
· However, Christians make for good citizens
· Because we are told by our God to obey the government
· Romans 12
· Unless…
· That means disobedience to God
· His own special people
· Possession 
· See yourself as belonging to God
· Acts 27:23 (NKJV) 23For there stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve, 
· My possessions are His
· Tithing is a joke
· But MORE than that…
· I’m His!
· Not like a romantic relationship
· Though it is loving
· Not like a business deal
· I do my part, He does His
· He is “Lord and God”
· Obedience is not an option
· Sold out for Christ
· All for Him
· There is an intended END for all these things

9But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
10who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 
· That you may PROCLAIM
· The praises of HIM
· Chosen generation 
· As a family, united in Christ
· With our priesthood
· Drawing near
· Ministering to others
· Offering sacrifices of praise
· As a holy nation
· Godly lives
· As His possession
· Living under His authority
· Psalm 71:8 (NKJV) 8Let my mouth be filled with Your praise And with Your glory all the day. 
· My life says something about GOD, not me
· Take our self-concern and replace it with God-concern
· This is the humility that leads to boldness
· Psalm 115:1 (NKJV) 1Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, But to Your name give glory, Because of Your mercy, Because of Your truth. 
· What does my life say about God?
· “preach the gospel at all times, use words if necessary” 
· Something wonderful about that
· But there is something off as well
· What does my mouth say?
· Just don’t let the mouth and the life differ
· Inspiration for praising Him in all you are and do
· Once were not a people
· Had NOT obtained mercy
· Remember this or your praise will turn inward
· He called me
· He brought me into His marvelous light!
· Praise God!
· Phone call – can you thank God for salvation?
· You can always praise the Lord
· Let’s offer the sacrifice of praise!!!
· We Will Praise



