To a LIVING Hope
1 Peter 1:3–9 (NKJV) 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 
7that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
8whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 
9receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 

A manifold hope!!!
· Briefly - What is hope?
· Christianese has gotten a bad name.
· Some words need to be redefined in the context of Christianity
· So is “hope”
· Not “wishful thinking”
· Not good vibes or good feelings
· It may CAUSE these things but it isn’t them
· Just like steak isn’t flavor
· Some good but unseen thing in the present or future
· DOESN’T mean that there is no evidence for it, just that you haven’t seen it happen yet
· Engagement vs marriage
· Superbowl report vs watching the game
· A wife finding she is pregnant before experiencing the signs
· We need hope
· Leading cause of suicide
· Hopelessness
· Not just how bad things are but the idea that they won’t ever improve
· This has lead people who don’t have hope to invent it
· It helps somewhat
· But it disappoints
· We don’t have to invent it!
· Romans 5:5 (NKJV) 5Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
· What we need, in Christ WE HAVE!
· NOT ONLY is it real vs imagined
· It is also multifaceted or manifold 
· Aka – we have LOTS of specific hopes
· Manifold – from “many” and “fold” (Webster’s)
1 a: marked by diversity or variety
2:	comprehending or uniting various features:  
3:    rightfully so-called for many reasons 〈a manifold liar〉
4:    consisting of or operating many of one kind combined
· “19 hopes” 
· I’ve never heard a message like this before, and I’m excited to do it now
· A song vs an orchestra - 
· 1- Hope that, in spite of appearances, God will fulfill His promises
· Abraham – Gen 22
· After promising that all Abraham’s descendants will come through Isaac
· Genesis 22:2 (NKJV) 2Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
· Hebrews 11:17–19 (NKJV) 17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 
· If it’s the Lord, it will be there. 
· 2- Hope in the character sovereignty of God
· It had to be allowed by Him and I trust Him 
· This is one area where Christian hope differs from worldly hope in a big way
· Worldly hope is often about getting what you want
· Achieving your dreams
· Doing whatever you set your mind to
· Pleasing yourself
· Christian hope is often about getting what GOD wants and being happy with that
· This is an attitude of trust in His CHARACTER
· Our Father in heaven knows best
· His will
· His plan
· His goodness 
· John 14:1 (NKJV) 1“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 
· In ME
· 3- Hope in the face of certain persecution and an uncertain future
· Shadrack Meshack and Abednego 
· Daniel 3:16–18 (NKJV) 16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.” 
· God will deliver us!
· And IF NOT, we won’t bow!
· This is how we answer today as well!
· 4- Hope when utterly confused and confounded
· By pain, life out of whack or attacks on the mind
· Elijah – down after a victory
· 2 Kings 18-19
· “now lord take my life”
· Ps 73 – Asaph
· Psalm 73:16 (NKJV) 16When I thought how to understand this, It was too painful for me— 
· Perhaps this has been you
· Proverbs 3:5 (NKJV) 5Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 
· Psalm 73:26 (NKJV) 26My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
· Like a weaned child
· Psalm 131:1–3 (NKJV) 1Lord, my heart is not haughty, Nor my eyes lofty. Neither do I concern myself with great matters, Nor with things too profound for me. 2Surely I have calmed and quieted my soul, Like a weaned child with his mother; Like a weaned child is my soul within me. 3O Israel, hope in the Lord From this time forth and forever. 
· “I don’t know what the future holds, but I know who holds the future”
· 5- Hope in being in Christ
· For my place before God
· Ephesians 1:3–6 (NKJV) 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 
· In Theology we often call this our “position” 
· Position vs Condition
· Feeling distant?
· Feeling your prayers are unheard?
· “feels like a Tuesday”
· Hebrews 6:19–20 (NKJV) 19This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 20where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus...
· Anchor of the soul!
· Sure
· True
· Steadfast 
· Unwavering, always the case
· YOU waver
· Psalm 73:26 (NKJV) 26My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
· Our hope doesn’t!
· 6- Hope in benefit of suffering
· 1 Peter 1 – being refined
· James 1 – produces patience
· Godly character
· Some would not be excited by this
· Character is a permanent blessing!
· Be joyful
· “for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame”
· 7- Hope in the worth of the day
· This day was worthless!
· God is longsuffering, not willing that any should perish 
· 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) 9The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 
· Close your eyes
· Imagine the globe
· Billions of people
· China
· Missionologists say that between 10,000 and  25,000 people convert to Christianity in China, every day.
· http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/49615-you-can-t-ignore-the-miracle-of-christianity-in-china 
· In 1970 0.1% of the pop was Christian
· In 2015 is it probably about 10%
· http://www.billionbibles.org/china/how-many-christians-in-china.html 
· India
· Dalit – by the millions
· More missions, missionaries and Christians now then EVER before!
· One mission group “Operation Mobilization”
· In ten years went from 300 congregations to 3,000!
· Church is growing 3x faster than the Hindu population!	
· http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2011/july/indiagrassroots.html 
· Islamic nations – 
· Reports of visions
· Waves of salvation!
· It’s not all bad news
· 8- Hope in the cleverness of God
· Eph 1:11b Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will
· He’s got this
· If He used the cross for salvation then He can use this!
· Romans 8:28 (NKJV) 28And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 
· It’s for my good?! Wow
· Which leads to…
· 9- Hope in the heart of God toward us
· Romans 5:5 “Hope does not disappoint because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts”
· Sometimes our comfort is just from knowing He is here, and He loves us
· When we don’t understand why or what
· We fall on WHO
· 10- Hope that creation will be delivered with us
· Romans 8:21–22 (NKJV) 21because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 
· The brokenness of the world will end
· 11- Hope of eternal life
· 1 Peter 1:3 “begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”
· Eternal LIFE!
· Because HE lives I will live!!
· “though he die yet he shall live
· My future? LIFE
· Incredible boldness 
· 1 Corinthians 15:51–57 (NKJV) 51Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55“O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 56The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
· Acts 20:24 “…neither do I count my life dear to myself”
· 12- Hope in forgiveness
· Matthew 9:2 (NKJV) 2Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.” 
· Though he was still paralyzed, unhealed
· He can rejoice in forgiveness!
· Forgiveness is greater than physical healing!
· Some of you are not yet healed
· All of us will (if the Lord tarries) suffer physical afflictions which won’t get healed
· Be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven you!
· 13- Hope in tiredness at doing the right thing
· Wanting to quit, give in, stop trying 
· in serving the Lord
· in marriage, with your kids, with family, friends, work or ministry
· some spend a large amount of time on the verge of quiting
· 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) 58Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
· Galatians 6:9 (NKJV) 9And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 
· We haven’t reaped yet
· Just keep swimming 
· Your reward is coming
· 14- Hope for a great reunion
· We are One!
· John 17
· But, some believers I don’t get fellowship with 
· Misunderstandings
· I hurt them
· They hurt me
· Distance
· Time
· Death
· But, there is a GREAT REUNION coming
· John 17 will be fully realized
· 15- Hope for the removal of the flesh
· 1 Cor 15 talks about it
· this flesh won’t inherit the kingdom of God
· I’m not as I ought to be
· But I will be
· My own presence will be nice!
· “We will be like Him” 1 John 3
· 16- Hope that God is the judge/God gets the final word
· Perhaps you are angry, and rightly so
· Psalm 73:17–20 (NKJV) 17Until I went into the sanctuary of God; Then I understood their end. 18Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction. 19Oh, how they are brought to desolation, as in a moment! They are utterly consumed with terrors. 20As a dream when one awakes, So, Lord, when You awake, You shall despise their image. 
· God will deal with those people
· 17- Hope for vindication of your life of following Christ
· Every knee will bow
· Philippians 2:10–11 (NKJV) 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
· Revelation 1:7 (NKJV) 7Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 
· We don’t joy in the punishment of the wicked but rejoice knowing that truth will win out
· 18- Hope of the presence of God
· Hollywood portrayals of heaven are often strange and unbiblical
· One thing always seems to be missing
· God
· Psalm 16:9–11 (NKJV) 9Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. 10For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 11You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
· Fullness of joy
· Pleasures forever more
· What is it like?
· I have had times where it seemed I felt God’s presence
· Utter satisfaction and joy
· I think this will be better
· 19- Hope for a new heaven and new earth 	
· 2 Peter 3:13 (NKJV) 13Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
· Rev 21
· Wipe away every tear
· The soul pain of the past
· No more death
· No more sorrow 
· Nor crying
· No more pain
· In other words – it will be SO MUCH MORE wonderful than this, that this is “not worthy to be compared”
· THIS is some of our hope!
· God calls us to respond to this hope
1 Peter 1:13–21 (NKJV) 
13Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
14as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 
15but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]16because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 
17And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 
18knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 
19but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 
20He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 
21who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 


Do you want to know MORE about Christian hope???
	I can recommend a book
	Write this down,
It’s called “The Bible”
