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End Week 12 Begin Week 13

· Changing from specific areas of submission
· Because we need it
· To general character rules
· We need this too
· TOO often we can forget the heart of following Christ
· Christ-like

1 Peter 3:8–22 (NKJV) 
8Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 
· All of you – 
· Govt. people
· Citizens
· Masters
· Bond-servants
· Wives
· Husbands
· One mind
· A unity that exists regardless of 
· Social status
· Gender
· Rank/role
· Age 
· ONE thing unites us
· Christ!
· Fellowship –
· “United with others in the way one thinks”
· A Christian worldview
· Biblical priorities 
· Given all the random situations of life
· Christians should have the same reactions
· Same perspective 
· Some Christians seem to be on the unchristian side of just about any issue
· Barna 2013 survey of USA Christians – worldview survey of “born again Christians”
· Absolute moral truth (only 46%)
· Bible is accurate in all the principles it teaches (79%)
· Satan is a real person or force (40%)
· It’s impossible to earn your way to heaven through good behavior (47%)
· (62%) they STRONGLY believe that Jesus lived a sinless life
· Not to mention – so many are soft on sin
· Tolerance 
· Then = disagreeing without violence or unnecessary opposition
· Now = agreeing
· This is silly
· You can’t tolerate it UNLESS you disagree
· A Christian’s worldview isn’t just about theology… 
· It’s about character 
· Having compassion for one another
· Sympatheis (GK) – feeling what others feel
· Different than tolerance
· Sympathy doesn’t compromise values
· It’s role is to care
· Not excuse, but care
· Romans 12:15–16 (NKJV) 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 
·  I hate to harp
· This applies to believers, not just unbelievers
· It applies first to believers… they are family
· “one another”
· Which is why “Love as brothers”
· Philelphoi
· Brothers as in – brothers in Christ
· “brethren”
· 1 John 5:1 (NKJV) 1Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 
· Not dysfunctional brothers
· Committed 
· Accepting
· Helping
· Concerned
· Many believers are starving for this
· They need fellowship!!!
· And to OFFER it!
· We aren’t told to BE loved but to LOVE
· Beware the merchandising of Christianity
· But love as brothers
· Tenderhearted
· Soft hearts, thick skin
· Or soft skin, hard hearts
· Courteous
· Genuine Christian politeness; not the tinsel of the world’s politeness; stamped with unfeigned love on one side, and humility on the other. But the oldest manuscripts read, “humble-minded.” It is slightly different from “humble,” in that it marks a conscious effort to be truly humble
· Many struggle to define humility
· Peter gives us examples

9not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 
· Not evil for evil
· This isn’t about govt. not punishing crime 
· This isn’t about parents not disciplining
· It’s about not doing evil when it’s done to you
· Retribution, revenge, 
· “tag backs”
· Or reviling for reviling
· The more regular battle
· Big deal
· Loved ones
· Bless them instead 
· We aren’t just called to abstain
· This is a challenge
· Don’t just ignore them
· “that you may inherit a blessing”

10For “He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit. 
11Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it. 
12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
· The blessing 
· Reap what we sow
· Proverbs and psalms
· What is generally true
· What is eventually true
· Job as well
· eternally
· Pilgrim mentality
· All our sacrifices pay off!
· It’s worth doing because it is right
· But let’s not forget the blessing
· Love life and see good days

13And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]14But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.” 
· Do-gooders have few issues
· “your sin will find you out” Num 32:23
· Proverbs 5:22 (NKJV) 22His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, And he is caught in the cords of his sin. 
· Lay down with dogs, get up with flees
·  BUT, even if
· You are blessed
· Matthew 5:11–12 (NKJV) 11“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
· Our reward isn’t described in detail
· But our response to it is
· Exceedingly glad
· SO
· Do not be afraid of their threats
· Fear is supposed to keep us from bad ideas
· Don’t be afraid
· Nor be troubled
· Questioning the goodness of obedience
· Early persecution
· Acts 5:40–42 (NKJV) 40And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
· We need to prepare our hearts for this…
· And that’s the context of….

15But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 
· Sanctify the Lord God
· Or sanctify God AS Lord
· Ultimate submission to God
· The verse of every apologetics ministry in the world
· Defense – apologian (lexical Apologia)
· As in court, against false accusations
· Some say apologetics is unnecessary
· “It doesn’t work” 
· Yes, it does
· Some see it as an offense to the simple gospel
· But Jesus did it
· “believe me because of the works”
· Peter did it
· “more sure word of prophecy”
· Paul did it
· 1 Cor 15 – evidence for resurrection 
· Still stands!
· Some feel intimidated by not knowing everything
· You don’t NEED to
· A reason – reasonable
· Testimony of the Holy Spirit
· Love God with all your mind
· Too intimidated = discouraged
· How much do I study?
· What’s on your plate?
· Study AND be reasonable
· Meekness and fear
· Meek – me-ick
· Avoid arrogance!
· The arrogant apologist
· Fear
· Respectful attitude
· This is a full ambassador
· A godly life
· Humble and loving conduct
· And a reasonable mind
· Too often we focus on one and neglect the others
