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12Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you;  
· Which IS to try you
· What trial? 
· Seems it had something to do with suffering because of obedience to Christ
· We don’t know in detail
· Why? So we can apply it to our lives
· Specifically to suffering for Christ!
· Don’t think it strange
· Again, prosperity preaching is off
· False expectations stumble people 
· Drunk 
· “my life got worse”
· “wait say that again”
· Peter wants them ready
· Jesus did this too (John 13-14)
· Hebrews shows this attitude
· Hebrews 11:24–26 (NKJV) 24By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 
· Don’t think it strange
· Fiery trial
· The nature of trials
· Whatever their cause… they purify
· Paul’s thorn
· Psalm 119:67 (NKJV) 67Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word. 
· You can ask “why is this happening”
· You should ask “what am I learning?” “how can I grow”
· Perhaps it is simply trust (faith)
· Even if you don’t know WHY it still benefits you
· Let “patience” have its perfect work
· Just wait it out… in faith

13but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 
· We partake of Christ’s sufferings???
· Colossians 1:24 (NKJV) 24I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 
· persecution
· Acts 9:1–5 (NKJV) 1Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. 4Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” 
· Matt 25:40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 
· Rejoice
· We never rejoice about the pain or trial
· We do rejoice IN trials
· Growing pains
· I was too small – picked on
· I am too small, spiritually
· I need to grow, these pains speak of that growth!
· “to the extent”
· A great example is in Acts 5
· As sometimes happens, there is trouble, and Christians are blamed
· Acts 5:40–42 (NKJV) 40And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
· Some would have said
· You’re method was wrong
· They just aren’t ready for the gospel
· You need to be more culturally sensitive
· But they rejoiced and kept going!
· There was something of Christ in them!!!
· “fellowship of His sufferings” Phil 3:10
· That’s the point!!!!
· Don’t change, just press on!
· We must know the difference between kindness and political correctness
· Persecution – 
· It forces our joy forward
· Our hope isn’t in this world
· “when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy”
· Vindication

14If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 
· Reminiscent of Jesus’ words
· Matthew 5:11–12 (NKJV) 11“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
· This is ONE reason why you are blessed
· Reward
· Imagine a reward from 5 year old
· Imagine one from your parent
· Imagine one from Bill Gates
· Imagine one from God
· God’s Spirit rests upon you
· Another reason it says this
· Sodom came out in numbers against the angels
· Darkness responds to light
· It is God who they hate…
· Samuel – “they have rejected me”
· 1 Samuel 8:6–7 (NKJV) 6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7And the Lord said to Samuel, “Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. 
· Reports of closeness with God from persecuted brethren
· Saeed 
· “On their part blasphemed.. your part glorified”
· When sharing
· Don’t be disturbed 
· Look past it and share, you glorify God
· unlearn what we learned in grade school
· most terrifying thing on earth = disapproval
· Perhaps you think I’m harping on this…
· The Bible is harping on this!!
· Speak the truth in love

15But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters. 
16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter. 
· Murderer – literally
· Thief – theft is a big deal
· One of the ten commandments
· Imagine a society where nobody stole
· No locks, no alarms, lower prices, no security, no savings accounts, no passwords…
· And it’s never been easier
· Cheat on taxes, cheat in business, steal online…
· If someone combed over my finances
· would they find theft?
· Evildoer – generic
· not be named
· Ephesians 5:3–4 (NKJV) 3But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 
· Saints – holy
· Not walking around with weird spiritual predictions for others
· Doing what is right
· We should be big on grace
· And HARD on sin
· To treat sin as a small thing is to shrink grace
· Some haven’t understood repentance
· Confession – speaking the same (evil is evil)
· Repentance – turning from it, from the heart
· Contrast setting on HIGH
· Or busybody – “meddler”
· Someone who acts like a supervisor when they haven’t been hired to be one
· Apply to online life…
· Beware the temptation to be a meddler
· Gossip, “tasty trifles” 
· We must police ourselves
· Some are about other people’s issues as a way of avoiding their own
· Don’t ignore your own obedience to Jesus
· 1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV) 16Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. 
· Meddling isn’t holiness
· It DOESN’T say “let no one suffer because of committing murder, theft, evil or meddling”
· “As a”
· What you do becomes WHO you are.
· Perhaps this is one of the reasons hell is eternal… it’s who you are
· And to enter heaven you must be made new
· “if any man is in Christ he is a new creation”
· Let’s not kid ourselves about our suffering
· I knew a guy who quit a job and blamed his poverty on persecution
· Persecution is real, but let’s take our hits.
· Are you busted? Take it on the chin
· You aren’t “suffering as a Christian” 
· You are reaping what you’ve sown
· But, if anyone suffers as a Christian
· Don’t be ashamed
· Or dismayed… because of false expectations 
· Glorify God
· Ps 37 – God’s prosperity preaching!!!
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