Has God Spoken?

Is there a God?
	Most people believe God exists
I’ll do some teaching on evidence for God… but I want to focus on the Bible so…

Has God spoken?
	Obviously, if He has spoken, He exists.
	Can He?
	Did He?
	What sort of evidence should we look for?
Modern “psychics” get one prediction in a thousand right and they are legitimized. The Bible does far better and is largely ignored.
1. Could God speak?
a) Deism – God will not or cannot speak
b) He made creatures that are capable of communication
i) It seems more than a bit odd to think God can’t communicate
ii) We thrive on it!
iii) It’s a completely arbitrary thing to limit God like that
(1) You can communicate… God can communicate
2. But, HAS He?
a) Conversation with atheist…
i) Let’s suppose God wanted to communicate to people
(1) How could He give us a unchanging record of that communication?
(a) Through creation itself
(i) Creation is an issue for another day
(b) Through the written word
(i) Benefits
1. It’s permanent
2. It’s accessible 
3. It’s clear (more clear than other ways)
(2) How could God prove that a writing was from Him?
(a) Interested in how many deny the Bible but have never considered the question.
(i) To prove a crime you need motive, opportunity
(ii) What would prove God has spoken?
(3) In principle – you need to show that information in that communication came from God and not man
(a) Illustration: password AND “childhood friend” “mother’s maiden name” 
(i) The idea is that it’s info only THAT person could know
(ii) We need info, in that writing, that only God could know
3. Prophecy
a) Make the case for “prophecy = God”
b) What qualifies as proof?
i) Not all prophecy is useful for this purpose
(1) Some, was too close to the event
(2) Some, is not yet fulfilled
(3) Some, is vaguer or poetic
(4) Some, is prophetic about the meaning but not the details of an event
(a) This is still useful but not as much
ii) We want prophecy that is
(1) Before the event
(2) Specific
(3) Of an event that is proven to have happened
(a) Unlike Nostradamus
iii) We DON’T want failed prophecy
(1) If you get 1 in a 100 right… it’s not impressive
(a) Dice 
c) Unlike Joseph Smith

I’m starting a Sunday series about the Bible
	I saved the intro- I don’t often like intros 
	But isn’t every Sunday about the Bible?
	Not like this!
		What are we doing?
1- Reasons to believe the Bible
a. Prophecy, contradictions, how we got the canon, has the Bible been lost in translation, common objections, archaeology, science, metanarrative, etc… 
b. I’m going to take my time
i. A great relief to me!
ii. A real help for you
1. It won’t be too many topics at once
iii. A better resource in the end
1. Why am I doing it?
a) The Bible matters more than many realize
b) Before I begin proving it, let me just speak to believers about it
i) What is Christian teaching about the Bible?
(1) This isn’t “circular reasoning” 
(a) I’m skipping ahead. 
(b) If God has spoken then His authority is carried in what He has said.
(2) It’s God’s word
(3) It’s sufficient
(4) It’s authoritative
(5) It’s inerrant
ii) The denial of these is common to EVERY false religion and cult
c) The Bible is under attack
i) It is always under attack
(1) How? Satan won’t be able to destroy it. 
(a) So he wants to destroy your faith in it
(i) Gen 3 “has God said”
(b) Destroy your understanding of it
(i) Luke 4
(c) Destroy your access to it


