Week 8 in our series “Evidence for the Bible”

Shown examples of multiple prophecies and answered critics
Now we are focused on Jesus

· Rev 19:10 “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”

· And this passage is prophetic!

· Turn to Genesis 22

· A confounding passage!

· God asks Abraham to sacrifice His son

· At the end we see that it is prophetic…

· Let’s read through. – we are here to STUDY the Bible.. not just hear a message.

· READ IT

· It’s prophetic

· 14And Abraham called the name of the place, The-Lord-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 

· Future tense 
· And a location
· The most important real estate on the planet
· This was mount Moriah, the same mount where the Temple was built.
· This is where Christ was crucified
· “IT”
· All we have to answer this is the story 
· The parallels are too many and too perfect to ignore.

· Anyone who ignores these may not be open to reason.

· You don’t have to be convinced… but don’t ignore it!

· God is in to reasoning, Christianity is too

· “Come now, let us reason together”

· “a reason for the hope that is in you”

Genesis 22:1–19 (NKJV) 

1Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

· Prophetic but also devotional…

· “Here I am”

· A posture of obedience

· Cat vs dog
· Cat – “I’ll consider it”

· Dog – “what do you want?”

· Psalm 32:8–9 (NKJV) 8I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. 9Do not be like the horse or like the mule, Which have no understanding, Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, Else they will not come near you. 

· How do you?

· It’s really about trusting God’s character

· If you know Him, you trust Him

· If you don’t trust… you may not know very well

· God tested Abraham?

· But God doesn’t tempt us (James 1:13)
· This merely means He won’t draw you toward sin
· But He will test us

· To show what’s inside

· To refine us

· It’s for our good

· But it doesn’t feel like it

· “Calm waters make for poor sailors”
· I went years without any major tests

· Barely hanging on

· But I grew

· This helps balance us out

· God has a wonderful plan

· But it’s his, not mine

· Spiritual over physical

· This is Abraham’s hardest test
2Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
· Your son, your only son
· Not his only son!

· God would bless Ishmael

· This grabs you!

· John 1:14 (NKJV) 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

· John 1:18 (NKJV) 18No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

· John 3:16 (NKJV) 16For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
· And offer him as a burnt offering – totally consumed

· It doesn’t make sense
· “in Isaac your seed shall be called”

· But Abraham knows its God speaking!

· He’s heard God before

· Now – showing the importance of instant obedience
3So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 
4Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 
· Early in the morning

· There is something for us in this

· The “now” of obedience

· Delayed obedience is disobedience
· Matthew 8:21–22 (NKJV) 21Then another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 

· If you know it, do it.

· 3-day journey, this is significant
· From the moment Abraham set out on that trip, Isaac was as good as dead

· For three days is was as though his only son was dead
· For 3 days Jesus was dead
· Every step was a step close to the moment when he would sacrifice his own son

· Imagine the turmoil

5And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.” 
· Yonder and worship
· First occurrence of “worship”
· Offering something costly to the Lord
· And we will come back!
· Not a lie – he thought Isaac would be raised
· So, there is resurrection 
· Hebrews 11:17–19 (NKJV) 17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 

· He believed!
· This is what made his sacrifice possible

· He didn’t know the details, just the promises
· He is God’s example of faith

· And this is the ultimate moment of that example

· So, be encouraged

· If God said it, it will happen

· If God asks for it, it will be worth it 
6So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 
· The picture of Christ

· The wood is laid on the son

· Jesus

· Carries his cross

· The father, Abraham, had the fire and a knife

· Knife = death and the spilling of blood
· Fire= judgment
7But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 

8And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together. 
· Provide Himself

9Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 
· Isaac was likely in his teens or 20s
· Meaning: he could overpower
· The picture of the son in submission to the father

· Jesus fulfilled this
10And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 
11But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” 

12And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 
· Pause
· The picture is almost complete
· The Father gave His only begotten son!
· Slew, sacrificed, judged, killed, offered
· The Son offered Himself
· This IS love!!!
· Not the romance of movies
· But one thing is missing

· But first… 

· Jesus – Christophany

· “Fear God”

· “From me”

· First love
· Nothing held back from God

· Just follow unquestioning
· Men, women

· Is there something God is calling you to do?

· Don’t hold it back
· Exod 34:13-14  "But you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images  'for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), (NKJ)

13Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 
· What was missing was the idea of a substitution
· We see the father offering the son, but not WHY
· The ram = Jesus
· Saving us, in our place
· Why a RAM and not a lamb?
· We are still looking for the lamb!
· “behold the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” John 1
· “Lifted up his eyes”
· Hope
· When you see Jesus, you lift up your eyes!
14And Abraham called the name of the place, The-Lord-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
· This is where Christ was crucified
· “provided”
· The text only mentions “providing” one other time
· God will provide a lamb
15Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 

16and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 

17blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 

18In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 
· Abraham would get a blessing
· A promise to Israel

· Not based on their works!

· And all nations would be blessed

· By his seed (singular)
· Jesus

· Gen 3

· All prophecy points to 
· What a masterpiece!!!

· I’m in awe


· God DID what he stopped Abraham from doing.

· John 3:16 (NKJV) 16For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

19So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 

CUMULATIVE CASE!

Taking several messages/videos and tying it all together.



Gen 5, Ps 22, Isaiah 53, Gen 22, 



Next Daniel 9



Then a bunch

