· [bookmark: _GoBack]Tonight we deal with a big question
· How do we know there is a God?
· “What about the pigmies?”
· What, apart from the Bible or modern science, tells us that there is a God?
· Do all people really know that there is a God?
· What sort of guilt could a person have who never heard the gospel?
· “General Revelation”
· Creation
· Conscience
· 2 steps
· 1st – we’ll look at what the Bible teaches about this in Romans 1
· 2nd – we’ll do a thought experiment as a hypothetical human who has never encountered the Bible (or any religion) and does not have modern science
· vs by vs Bible study… what does it say?
Romans 1 
18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 
· 17 – the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel
· 18 – the wrath of God ALREADY
· This is why the gospel is GOOD NEWS
· His wrath is against 2 very specific things
· Ungodliness (godlessness)
· Not giving right honor to God
· Unrighteousness
· Wicked behaviors
· These are the same 2 things all people are supposed to know and respond to.
· God’s existence 
· Moral law
· People suppress this truth
· These are the 2 truths they suppress
· Who God is
· Suppress with idolatry and creation elevation
· Moral law
· Suppress with sin
· Rom 1 - An indictment against mankind

19because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 
20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
· “what may be known of God” – from creation specifically 
· A big claim: Creation allows us to know some things about God
· “God has shown it to them”
· We don’t just believe because of indoctrination
· It’s because we are responding to revelation 
· Specifically what has He shown them
· 2 invisible attributes
· 1- eternal power
· 2- Godhead
· Eternal power
· What He can do
· God is powerful (He made everything)
· Creates time, space, matter and energy
· How long He has been able to do it
· God is eternal (unlike pagan deities)
· When we see what He can do, we see who He is
· Godhead (simply deity or divine nature)
· Jewish – Monotheistic God 
· All powerful, eternal, timeless, transcendent, holy, personal
· From Creation
· Arguments for God’s existence (just some)
· Q&A later – write em down
· From Creation (cosmological)
· From beginning
· 1 – things that have a beginning have a cause
· 2- The universe has a beginning
· 3- the universe has a cause, and that cause is God. 
· “why is there something rather than nothing”
· Problem of infinity
· Perhaps the universe has ALWAYS been
· Infinite moments?
· Impossible
· Impassible
· Infinity – infinity = 0
· Infinity – even numbers 
· Is infinity even or odd? 
· Now add 1! 
· How many moments before this moment?
· Infinite
· Then we passed infinite moments to get to today!
·  You can’t add to infinity
· But every day does?
· We need a Creator that exists apart from Time and makes Time
· The universe is not a candidate for this, it must be supernatural
· Why God?
· Because God makes sense
· A transcendent, supernatural cause
· “what do you mean ‘supernatural’” 
· Beyond nature
· Antony Flew – conclusions about the Creator
· Incredibly intelligent – look at what He made
· Omnipotent – “you’d have to ascribe omnipotence, if it’s going to do anything”
· Eternality – outside of time
· Or else it will require another creator
· Ockham’s Razor – do not multiply causes without necessity 
· Personal – “I think He’s got to be conscious if He is going to do anything”
· Plus intelligence = personhood
· We have personhood
· Changeless – implied by eternality
· Immaterial – because He’s supernatural
· Can He interact with us? – well, He did when He made all things
· It’s really common sense
· Modern science 
· 2nd Law of Thermodynamics (wearing out/usable energy)
· It’s winding down, something wound it up a finite time ago
· 20th century 
· Hubble’s red shift
· Einstein’s equations
· Etc. 
· An actual beginning
· From nothing
· Quantum physics doesn’t help
· Not nothing
· Atheists argue from the edges of science, the unknown and unproven
· Not-God of the Gaps
· The Bible
· “in the beginning, GOD”
· Out of nothing – this matters
· Design – (teleological)  
· The last reason was about the existence of the universe.
· A small pebble would require God
· This one is about how it is so purposefully organized and structured. 
· A design requires a designer
· It’s so obvious
· Chicken or the egg
· Actually, you need…
· Chicken, rooster, a planet, sun, good temp, water, food, air 
· Clouds and trees
· Babies
· Modern Science
· More designed than we first thought!
· Complexity of life
· Nervous system, human brain, 
· Interdependency of life
· Ecosystems, food chain
· DNA
· Antony Flew - Biological machines
· A wakeup call
· Physicists – 
· Incredible precision of the forces
· Gravity, strong/weak nuclear forces, 
· We keep finding MORE
· The Bible
· Declares this too (designed universe)
· Psalms revels in creation
· “fearfully and wonderfully made”
· Morality – (axiological) 
· Moral values and duties are REAL and YOU know it!
· It’s ACTUALLY wrong to do certain things
· You actually OUGHT to do certain things
· As eyes perceive something REAL my heart is perceiving REAL moral truth 
· Hitler
· God is the source of them
· Without God you don’t have them
· Grounding for morality 
· We have a sense of right and 
· Modern Science
· All it can add is “yep, this is universal”
· Bible – conscience  
· Conclusions – a monotheistic, moral God exists
· “that’s not the God of the Bible”
· Yes, it is! It’s just not all the info about Him
· The philosophy of the Bible is just so RIGHT!
· People are held accountable for what has been revealed to them, not what hasn’t 
· This stuff isn’t new to the NT
· Psalm 19:1–4 (NKJV) 1The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork. 2Day unto day utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge. 3There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard. 4Their line has gone out through all the earth
· Rom 2:15 “law written on their hearts”
· This is how Paul argues in Acts 17 – “come-on man!”
Acts 17:22–31 (NKJV) 22Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 24God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. 26And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. 30Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” 
· He comes to those who believe in idols and appeals to common sense!
· Good witnessing advice
· You don’t need a degree in philosophy to show God exists
· Creation already shows it… just point it out
· A transcendent creator God
· Idolatry is ignorance
· Atheism is too
· Debates – they just ignore and attack
· 

Next phase isn’t about what man knows but how he responds and what happens to him as a result 

21because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
· Problems 
· don’t glorify Him as God - 
· not thankful – ungrateful, unresponsive to kindness
· angry atheists
· futile thoughts
· Are there atheists/pagans/false religions?
· Yes, but they are darkened
· Though they are deceived into it… it’s not common sense
· They ought to believe
· Antony Flew was SO wrong!

22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
23and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 
24Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 
25who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 
· Professing to be wise they became fools
· In replacing God - pagans
· All the while patting themselves on the back for being forward thinking, wise, educated
· Nothing about creation cries out for multiple gods
· Zeus vs God
· Zeus isn’t eternal, isn’t 
· Ancient pagans really thought they were wise
· Aristotle’s arguments work for God, not gods
· Modern atheism is the same
· So are many who replace God  
· Idolatry is evidence of this folly
· The evidence for God must be explained SOMEHOW
· Idolatry – false religions fail 
· Science – similar in that it gives creation credit for creation
· Only natural explanations = only natural conclusions
· So, what happens when you see evidence for God?
· Science of the gaps
· No matter how amazing creation is, it still speaks to God’s glory
· Philosophy SHOULD be refined common sense.
· But it isn’t always
· Some use big words to confuse, themselves
· Lawrence Kraus – a nothing that is something
· A philosopher laughed at him
· Dawkins – who made God?
· 
· 

26For this reason God gave them up to vile passions.
· Moral degradation 
· Reject God succumb to sin
· Eden over and over


For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 
27Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 
28And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 
29being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 
30backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 
31undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 
32who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 

· Conclusions/points
· Evidence? You already have it
· It takes indoctrination for people NOT to believe in God
· Seek me with all your heart


· The seven supposedly authentic letters of Paul in order
· 1 Thessalonians
· Galatians
· 1 Corinthians
· 2 Corinthians
· Philemon
· Philippians
· Romans

