Romans 2 (NKJV) 
1Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 
· What it’s NOT saying
· “don’t judge others” 
· “don’t make judgments about the rightness or wrongness of other people’s behavior”
· There is right and wrong WAYS to judge but we are to use moral judgment on ourselves and others.
· Not arrogant
· Not blind to our own issues (Matt 7)
· Not thinking we know more than we do 
· 1 Corinthians 4:5 (NKJV) Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from God. 
· But NOT suppressing the truth by acting like sin is OK because “judge not”
· “Judge not” DOESN’T mean “make no moral judgments
· You must judge even to SAY “judge not”
· If “judge not” meant that then Paul is violating this for 3 straight chapters in Romans!
· Every godly person in the Bible violates that!
· To make NO judgments makes you a moral monster
· John 7:24 (NKJV) 24Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” 
· Isaiah 5:20 (NKJV) 20Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 
· Proverbs 17:15 (NKJV) 15He who justifies the wicked, and he who condemns the just, Both of them alike are an abomination to the Lord. 
· What it IS saying
· “WHEN you judge the rightness or wrongness of other people’s behavior you show that you know there is an ultimate RULE of right and wrong by which all are judged. The problem is that you judge others for doing what you do and therefore you reveal that YOU are also condemned!”
· In short “if I admit anyone is morally wrong I am admitting my own guilt as well, because I TOO have been morally wrong even from my own perspective”
· C.S. Lewis’ moral argument
· Cutting in line

2But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things. 
· Our recognition of morals implies a final, true moral standard to which all are accountable
· We are all accountable
· God judges perfectly
· We judge, and try to make good judgments
· But life is complex
· We don’t know all the factors
· God DOES

3And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? 
· This is so real and so simple
· Don’t miss the application!
· We are pros at missing the point
· We make moral judgments all the time, and hopefully we do so rightly 
· You know right from wrong, you judge it ALL the time
· Don’t you think God will judge?
· MUSN’T HE?
· What kind of God wouldn’t judge Adolf Hitler? A serial rapist? A mass murderer?
· But you also know you have done wrong, SO many times!
· Don’t you think God will call you into account for this?
· Do you feel that part of you that FIGHTS this?
· “but, this is ME we are talking about?”
· THIS is the plank
· The speck is the smaller issue between you and man
· That huge issue between you and God

4Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 
· Rain falls
· “good things happen to bad people”
· Some take delayed judgment as permission
· What we are seeing is TIME to repent
· 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) 9The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 
· Goodness
· Forbearance
· Longsuffering 
· Goodness leads us to repentance
· Its His acceptance, His love to those who turn
· The prodigal son
· People are unduly obsessed with end times
· It’s interesting – prophecy is a countdown
· Even atheists see a countdown
· Comet, supernova, ecosystem (delicate balance)
· But there is something more personal and important
· Every life has a clock counting down
· And we HATE thinking of this.
· I think about it all the time… it gives perspective
· Gen – scariest verse 2:17 “you shall surely die”
· Psalm – a vapor, 
· Ecc – a waste

5But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 
· But, delayed wrath isn’t forgotten wrath
· Gen 15:16 “the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete”
· The moral crimes are piling up
· Next, vs 6-11 are high-jacked frequently by preachers of false gospels.
· I don’t want them high-jacked at all, I want to understand what they are saying

6who “will render to each one according to his deeds”: 
7eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 
8but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth (the moral truth), but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 
9tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 
10but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
11For there is no partiality with God. 
· Some take this to be works for salvation
· Judgment apart from Christ
· Based on works
· Entirely appropriate
· If you passed this test you wouldn’t NEED Jesus
· You wouldn’t be SAVED at all, you would be righteous
· Read it again 
· It’s true! 
· Good people go to heaven
· The problem? No one is good
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Just wait for Romans 3!
· SO, how do I know this isn’t works for salvation?
· 1- Romans doesn’t allow a mixture of works and grace
· Romans 11:6 (NKJV) And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work. 
· 2- The overall flow is condemnation
· We are all condemned because we DON’T just do good
· 3- that would be disagreeing with the rest of scripture
· Galatians 3:21b-22 (NKJV) …For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. 22But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 
· Romans 8:3 (NKJV) 3For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
· 3- the following verse show us how it applies
· You don’t have to go further than THIS chapter to see it

12For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law 
13(for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; 
· Principle of God’s righteous judgment applied to Jews
· “we have the law”
· That just makes you accountable
· “we fulfill the law”
· Including the coveting stuff (10th Commandment)
· Use this in witnessing to religious people
· Ray Comfort

14for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 
15who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) 
16in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. 
· This supports the idea of a unique judgment for each person
· Based on revelation and accountability
· What it DOESN’T support
· That anyone is good enough
· That anyone will pass this judgment based on merit
· “But I’ve been good!”
· Except for all the times you have sinned
· This is how judgment works
· It’s not how many times you didn’t speed, it’s how many times you were CAUGHT speeding
· And God catches everything, even thoughts
· Vs 16 “according to my gospel”
· This is part of the gospel
· Notice – Paul condemns Jew and Non-Jew alike
· USE IT in witnessing!
· Man’s conscience
· Some say they are good
· Measure them by their own standards
· Some deny standards
· Any convo will reveal they have them
· Some still deny – I have no cure
· Some say “evolution”
· That seems to account for some cooperative behavior
· It doesn’t account for moral judgments
· Ultimately – they are saying we are deceived 
· Our moral judgments are real
· Scary – they apply to us
· Scary – they tell us that “God’s wrath is revealed” 1:18

17Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your boast in God, 
18and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, 
19and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 
20an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge and truth in the law. 
21You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 
22You who say, “Do not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 
23You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law? 
· D Prager video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dq2TsDbylUg 
· Changes “covet” to and action
· “seek”

24For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” as it is written. 
25For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 
26Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision? 
27And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law? 
28For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; 
29but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God. 
· 
