The problem of evil
· The problem: bad things happen
· Really bad things
· Terrible abuse
· Death of loved ones
· Children with bone cancer
· Tsunami, natural disasters
· If God is good why is there evil in the world?
· Some think “there is no God”
· Impossible for God and evil to exist!
· Some use it as an excuse to rebel
· You will encounter this problem
· In other’s mouths (so common)
· Or in your own heart
· Emotional vs intellectual
· “stop or I’ll shoot”
· An axe wielding psychopath
· Intellectually – you get it
· Emotionally – you may be traumatized
· You might not even want to talk to me
· Let’s first deal with the intellectual side (what’s really happening)
· Then we will work on the emotions. 
· Thinking level, feeling level
· Do I have your permission?
· Set aside, for a moment, emotions. 
· 2 different problems
· Moral evil vs pain/suffering
· Moral evil= abuse, murder, theft, rape, etc.
· Pain/suffering = bite my lip, disease, natural disasters, 
· Unpleasant, even terrible but not morally evil (or moral at all)
· Moral evil is real… 	 
· Moral evil proves God exists
· If there is no God there is no moral evil in the world!
· If you are an atheist you need to believe that this isn’t even evil 
· Is their purpose behind God allowing evil?
· 1- Free will
· Free will is good, but it allows evil
· Robots don’t compare to people
· It wasn’t created… it was allowed
· “who made evil” is nonsense
· 2- Love (connected to free will but not the same)
· Love needs choice
· Imagine your perfect girl/guy
· robotic
· Allowing love means allowing rejection of God
· Would you abolish love?
· Love may be the greatest good there is.
· 3- God’s glory
· God judges moral evils, this is a good
· A bad guy lets the good guy show his goodness
· Just one reason
· 4- Stopping evil means stopping us!
· Some don’t realize what they are asking for
· We are the sources of evil
· Sodom, flood
· God limits it, but allows a certain amount 
· This has never tempted me to disbelieve in God
· Moral evils are caused by free will agents (people) who are responsible for their acts
· God isn’t
· And God has good reason to allow it, and limits it to some degree
· Is there purpose behind suffering?
· 1- Lessons/character transformation
· Wakes us up 
· Gets us asking deep questions (Bethany Hamilton)
· Allows us to respond nobly 
· Great men and women of the past
· Your own life
· What you have learned through suffering is often better than what you learn through life being good
· Imagine a world with no pain
· Selfish, immature, shallow, proud (not dependent)
· Lessons are temporary, character is forever
· 2- Correction
· Correction (Heb 12
· Hebrews 12:11 (NKJV) 11Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 
· 3- punishment 
· Egypt
· Sin cries out for judgment (Gen 1)
· Hell involves suffering, but it’s JUST
· 4- heavenly reasons
· Job
· 5- The butterfly effect 
· If the world was only slightly different, I wouldn’t even exist.
· Hundreds of years from now
· 6- Fallen world (thorns and thistles)
· Pain says “this isn’t right”
· None of these is “one size fits all” but they give us reason to hope
· A situation might be a combo of these things
· Or you may not know!
· What we do know
· Creation wasn’t always this way
· Free will must allow evil
· Suffering is useful
· Suffering is temporary
· Creation won’t always BE this way
· God limits it
· Flood, Sodom
· What we don’t know
· Why individual situations are going on
· God’s plan isn’t obvious to us
· You have no idea, so don’t act like you do!
· It’s a bit arrogant to act like you know all the details
· But you must conclude “there is NO good reason, no worthwhile good or sufficient comfort from God for this”
· Really? How do you know that, only an infinite mind could even know
· This isn’t just saying “God works in mysterious ways” it’s saying “We don’t know enough to say this suffering can’t have good come out of it”
· In conclusions
· Only pointless constant suffering and the absence of good could show that the Christian God didn’t exist. 
· What we see is 
· Temporary
· Purposeful
· Arguments laid out
· Logical problem of evil
· If God is all good He would want to stop evil
· If God is all powerful He could stop evil
· Evil is not stopped
· Therefore – God is not good or not powerful
· Solution – Yet!
· If God is all good He would want to stop evil
· If God is all powerful He could stop evil
· If God stops evil He would violate man’s free will
· If God stops evil He would need to stop man’s existence, but He loves us.
· Evil is not stopped, yet
· Therefore – God WILL stop evil!
· And do so justly
· This doesn’t mean it won’t MESS YOU UP! Just that it doesn’t challenge God’s existence or goodness
· Emotional problem of evil
· I am traumatized by the idea of the existence of suffering which I have experienced or seen. 
· I’m with you
· I find it hard to conceive of how God could use this suffering for good
· I’m with you
· I don’t recommend forcing it.
· Bad answers, cheap comforts
· But how do I choose to respond to this emotional challenge?
· I will either TRUST God or
· reject Him based on my own lack of understanding
· Bad conclusion: Since I can’t figure out what good can come from this I will reject God.
· Good conclusion: God is smarter than me, I will trust His word that He will bring good from this, and I will rest in His goodness in the middle of situations that aren’t good. 
· I can’t conceive of it… doesn’t mean it isn’t there
· I can’t conceive of how digestion works… but it does
· What help is there?
· Beware pride
· “What about me?”
· Narcissim
· This will result in “I want what I want for me! God should make the whole world according to what I like.”
· This means, a God who does what you want doesn’t exist.
· Crazy atheists – going to teach God a lesson
· Is this you?
· You are hurt. I understand. 
· But angry?  
· The well-being of MAN isn’t the highest good. God’s glory is.
· Job – arrogant pride of man
· Do you know what I’m doing or why?
· Then don’t act like you do.
· But, I will aid you, and assure you
· Don’t isolate your situation… I forget eternity. 
· Forget all the good before
· Forget all the good after
· What hope does your anger at God offer you?
· None
· You are only keeping yourself from hope
· Pastorally - 3 things
· Promises, Presence, Patience 
· Promises
· Good will come out of it (Romans 8:28)
· Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 
· God will wipe away every tear!
· Revelation 21:3–4 (NKJV) 3And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 
· The New Heaven and Earth 
· A million years of glory
· Romans 8:18 (NKJV) 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 
· Presence
· Psalm 73:28 (NKJV) 28But it is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in the Lord God, That I may declare all Your works. 
· Philippians 4:6–7 (NKJV) 6Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
· God is the only hope for this pain (Psalms)
· Anchor, refuge
· Patience
· Just wait on the Lord, He will strengthen your heart
· It gets easier
· It gets better, much better
· [bookmark: _GoBack]God is working in you, even through this.
