Why don’t I just sin?
	Why don’t believers sin all they want?
	Some even accuse us of believing this!

Romans 6
	Topics come up
	But it’s the passage we are trying to understand!
		So simply and so needful

Romans 6:1–23 (NKJV) 
1What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 
· Grace for salvation a firm principle
· Verified in OT, factual 
·  = sin all you want?
· This is an OLD accusation 
· Atheistic scoffing is OFTEN just a sarcastic and distorted retelling of our beliefs.
· I’m shocked at some who, in their bitterness toward God, characterize Christianity as a free-sin movement
· Truth: people can justify anything 
· Read history
· I’m more worried about the present
· Abortion!
· List goes on..
· “Deal with God”
· You can justify just about any behavior you want
· Convicted criminals are full of “good reasons” why they did bad things
· BUT, you can’t be biblical AND justify sin
· Jesus doesn’t justify sin 
· He suffered for it
· He freed us from it
· He calls us to better than it
· I see it as a sign of spiritual maturity NOT to justify sin

2Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 
· Emphatic NO!
· Why not sin? Because of WHO I am!
· “we”
· I am one who has DIED to sin, how could I live in it?
· Several principles are offered for dealing with sin
· Do you think it applies?
· Died to it 2-3

3Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
· Don’t you know!?
· If you see sin as ok, there are basic Christian truths you don’t get
· It’s not sophisticated, it’s ignorant
· The meaning of baptism?
· Repentance? 
· Baptism of – not exactly
· A condition, not a meaning
· Into the water – death
· Death of the old life
· Out of the water – life
· Water – cleansing
· Baptism ought to be immediately following salvation

4Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
· “newness of life”
· New life 
· Beyond reformation
· Transformation 
· “I was born again”
· I don’t think you think that
· A parallel in Christ’s resurrection
· “should walk”
· No guarantee here
· There are carnal Christians
· I’m fearful to identify someone as one
· Because tares amongst wheat
· “I have no confidence in their salvation”
· What binds us?
· Duty – to live up to our calling
· Love – “if you love me obey my commands”
· Do you struggle with sin?
· Apply this!
· Knowledge
· Vanity, emptiness, wrongness of it
· “such a waste”

5For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 
· Something we might miss
· “united together”
· We were all human
· The saved are all Christian
· It’s fundamental identity change
· As much as being human sets us apart 
· Set apart
· “shall be” – future tense
· 1 John 3:2 (NKJV) 2Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
· 1 John 3:3 (NKJV) 3And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
· 1 Corinthians 15:49 (NKJV) 49And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. 
· Some ways that I am/will be like Him
· Eternal life (this new life is not destined to death)
· Free from sin nature (control or influence from sin)
· Holy life
· Heirs of creation 
· Under Christ but over everything else
· “judge angels”
· A physical body – but different
· Jesus was physical 
· Res appearances
· As this is what I shall be… right now I SHOULD be 

6knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 
7For he who has died has been freed from sin. 
· Old man
· Morally broken
· Sin, bondage
· This was crucified with Christ
· Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) 20I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
· It breaks the bondage!
· This is it… a moment of real faith challenge
· You are already free.
· Story - Guerilla in cage 

8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 
9knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 
10For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 
11Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
· Death and sin are linked in reality!
· Biblically – the two are connected
· To be bound to one is to be bound to the other
· To be free from one!
· Jesus’ death
· FOR sin and TO sin
· Eternal life – 
· It starts NOW
· And as sin is connected to death so righteousness is connected to life!
· “reckon”
· That act of faith
· My experience - It is powerful

12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 
· This may be a NEW way of looking at things
· Before: you sin because you are a sinner with sin nature
· Now: Sin is something you see as “other”. 
· It’s part of the old nature
· You are free from it
· not separated totally
· Instead of it being your own inclinations it is
· The old nature trying to assert control over the will
· On one side – the old nature
· On one side – the new
· In the middle – your will
· Who will reign?
· Sin = a submission of myself to the rule of that old rebellious nature
· Do not let
· Again – you don’t have to
· Revolutionary – but still complicated.

13And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 
· “members” = body parts
· My job is the “presenting”
· To sin
· To God
· Who do I belong to?
· Not just “don’t sin” but “do righteous”
· It’s not abstinence focused
· It’s righteousness 
· Are we merely anti-gay or are we pro-marriage?
· Are we against lying or for honesty and trustworthiness?
· Abstain or do righteous?
· Which is your occupation?
· LIFE!
· There is a death
· To self (sin nature)
· “take up your cross and follow me”
· But it’s a death to what is dying!
· “sin when it is full grown brings forth death” - James
· And there is life
· If only the world understood	
· “everything that kills me makes me feel alive”
· You need the new life in Christ

14For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
· Grace means the opposite of being stuck under sin
· Free! 

15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 
· What follows is an analogy and it’s (vs19) “human terms”

16Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 
17But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 
· “obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine”
· Salvation by faith
18And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
19I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 
· “weakness of your flesh”
· It’s not strong, it’s weak
· This tension between having a choice and slavery.
· I’m free but I can still submit to it!
· And when I do it is bondage! Slavery! 
· This is the daily battle
· Not just doctrine (but that too)
· Mode of life

20For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 
21What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 
· Finally – the fruit.
· Worthlessness of sin
· My heart aches
· Such waste

22But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 
23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
· Such fruit now!
· Treasures in heaven
· Holiness 
· Is that not a wonder?!
· Unlike this world acting like sin is the ultimate experience
· Living out that eternal life… NOW
· Let’s hear this passage
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I call you to repent, reckon, present
