
Today – 

5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 
· Flesh = sin nature (some translate it)
· Spirit = new nature
· “indwelt”
· Will be “in” you
· This stuff is important
· You won’t understand Rom 8 without it
· Live according to the flesh = 
· Condition or position?
· Ontes – “are”, exist 
· NASB “those who ARE according to the flesh”
· = unsaved, slaves of sin (ch 6)
·  “child of wrath”
· Ephesians 2:1–3 (NKJV) 1And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 
· Paul described this earlier in Romans
· 1, 2, 3, 6, 7
· Live according to the Spirit = saved, new life, new way of living
· The mind = your thoughts
· The interplay goes like this
· The mind is unable to follow God because of the flesh
· BUT, after being born again there’s a new influence
· The Spirit!
· “set their minds on”
· They just do – it’s a positional reality that plays out in your life
· It has in mine!
· Not without wrinkles 
· Christian psychology
· Not just nature vs nurture
· Old Nature vs New Nature

6For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
· Carnal = flesh or of the sinful nature
· Mind under the dominance of sinful desires
· It’s death –  (not it BRINGS death)
· It results in death, but!
· It is an ongoing experience of death
· “the day you eat of it you shall die”
· “alienated from the life of God”
· Death = separation 
· It’s not good
· Vs. the mind under the sway of the Spirit
· Life and peace
· Life – not mere existence, life
· Peace – an underrated thing
· Two sides of this
· Peace with God
· Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
· Peace of God
· Philippians 4:7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
· You know what NOT being at peace is like
· This is what characterizes the new life
· New believers know this
· But some move away…
· Some get used to moving away
· Letters in Rev, do something about it!!

7Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 
8So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
· The carnal mind is the unsaved mind
· Mindset of the flesh
· Enmity = hatred
· Sin is personal 
· Any minimizing of sin is bad
· Minimize, deny, blame
· Hatred against God
· Because He IS holy!
· It’s a mindset of animosity to God
· So it’s death now and later
· CAN NOT BE
· “subject to the law of God”
· Inability to live a holy life
· Depravity yes, total depravity? 
· No
· TD – can’t even say yes to the gospel
· It’s true that it can’t change its nature, but I think it can say yes to a change
· Not only a declaration, a conclusion
· He includes himself in it too!
· Only BY the SPIRIT can I serve God
· Remember this when witnessing.
· We treat unsaved different than saved
· 1 Corinthians 5:12–13 (NKJV) 12For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? 13But those who are outside God judges. Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil person.” 
· Church authority is a real thing
· But, I don’t see it extending governmentally or beyond the church

9But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 
· This and verses 10-11 assure us that these are positional truths
· They aren’t performance based
· Position/nature
· You aren’t positionally in the flesh
· IF the Spirit of Christ dwells in you
· This SPIRIT we live according to is God’s Spirit!
· Wow 
· Just as disobedience is a personal offense
· Obedience is a personal thing too
· “if you love me obey”
· Important theological point! Did you catch it?
· Spirit of God, Spirit of Christ
· Same Spirit
· IF
· You are saved, you live it out
· To fail to live it out puts you in a gray area
· Paul’s letters “I am in doubt” 
· I don’t try and resolve this
· On one hand
· You may be a tare amongst the wheat 
· “But in the past….”
· So evidence matters?
· But all the evidence NOW says NOPE
· Balance…
· 1 Corinthians 3:1–4 (NKJV) 1And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 4For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not carnal? 
· Be certain. 

10And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
· Your eternal life is maintained by the righteousness of the Holy Spirit!
· Interesting
· Consistent with OT (sin = death)
· In what way is the body “dead because of sin”
· Separation (consistent theme)
· Man from God
· Body from Soul
· Man from each other
· Under a death sentence
· So how do we have life?
· Unity
· With God
· With each other 
· Under an eternal life promise
· Ephesians 2:5 (NKJV) 5even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ   

11But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 
· WILL
· Spirit is a guarantee
· Certainty of salvation
· What “life to your mortal bodies” is meant here?
· Life of obedience, empowerment 
· The solution to Romans 7
· “I can’t help it”
· Yes… you… can

12Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
13For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
14For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
· A positional reality that results in a conditional one
· They aren’t separated.
· What should you do if you are now unsure?
· pray

Next week – relational realities of the Holy Spirit.
