
Today-    
“being like Jesus” – not what some expect
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tremendous and abused passage… 
Debunking prosperity preachers… an article from Benny Hinn

Romans 8:
29For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
· We have dealt the controversial issues about foreknowledge, election and predestination
· But it’s not JUST controversy
· And we should be guarded against stopping at controversy
· It makes us shallow and arrogant 
· Predestination is to be conformed to the image of Jesus!
· Conformed in nature
· “It has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” 1 Jn 3:2b
· Philippians 3:20-21 (NKJV) 20For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. 
· Not deification: we are like Christ
· BUT 
· 1- Jesus took on human form
· 2- after His res He was in an exalted human form
· 3- we get THIS likeness, not deification 
· A glorified human
· Romans 8:18 (NKJV) 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 
· That I’m waiting on..,.
· But there’s something I’m NOT just waiting on
· Conformed in character
· “Follower of Jesus”
· This phrase means more to me all the time
· Love
· Some diminish this
· But it is love
· Concern for others over self
· One qualification 
· It’s not approval
· Jesus wasn’t always nice
· In fact – read the Bible
· Women caught in adultery? ONLY passage
· Righteousness
· And those who diminish this don’t get it
· Ephesians 5:8–11 (NKJV) 8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 
· Some think this is oppressive or legalistic
· It is biblical 
· You are a follower of Jesus
· Jesus was holy, sinless
· “be holy for I am holy”
· Last thing – Jesus had a mission
· It involved preaching

30Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 
· Predestined 
· Called 
· Justified – just as if I’d (made just or righteous)
· Glorified – now and later
· Now – Spirit filled
· But I think later is in view Rom 8:18 “glory which shall be revealed in us”
· Why past tense?
· Done deal!
· But what’s the point?
· God does it all
· Your salvation is entirely the work of God
· He predestined you
· He called you 
· Though it’s not exclusive, it is Him calling YOU
· Some move from faith to works and get very scared 
· Galatians 3:3 (NKJV) 3Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 
· This doesn’t mean “sin all you want” – that’s evidence of being unregenerate 

31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
· The application:
· Salvation
· Rom 8:28
· This verse is sometimes highjacked
· And applied to anything
· It’s a general truth
· But the question is “is God really for me in this?”
· It doesn’t apply well to carnal or selfless thinking
· The whole scope of salvation
· Hopeless in sin
· Totally saved in Christ
· Forgiven
· “no condemnation” 8:1
· Restored relationship
· “abba father” 8:15
· Empowered life
· “to be spiritually minded is life and peace” 8:9
· Certain future
· “creation eagerly awaits the revealing of the sons of God” 8:19
· Help in suffering (groans)
· 8:26 “the Spirit helps us in our weaknesses”
· Who can be against you?
· Psalm 27:1 (NKJV) 1The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid? 
· Christians should be humble, and fearless people

32He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 
· If He already gave us Jesus, He will give us the rest of the promise
· The inheritance “all things”
· Another verse often taken out of context
· Romans 8:18–20 (NKJV) 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 
· It’s not now
· Acting like it’s NOW creates all manner of confusion
· And faking
· But, it’s coming!
· We need this present in our hearts

33Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34Who is he who condemns?
· A charge = an accusation resulting in condemnation.
· Who shall bring a charge?
· Others – adding works
· You
· 1 John 3:20 (NKJV) 20For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 
· The response?
· God justifies?
· “I need to forgive myself”
· Who do you think you are?
· Who condemns? They have no right
· Your guilt or innocence isn’t dictated by you

It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 
· In Christ!
· Romans 8:1 (NKJV) There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus 
· Because you would have to condemn Christ to condemn those IN Him
· I like this
· It’s like math
· Facts helping your feelings

35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
37Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
· Trib – general hardship
· Distress – “narrow place” or pressure
· Persecution – harm for Christ
· Famine + Nakedness - poverty
· Peril – danger – 
· What could happen
· Sword – even death
· Some doubt God’s love because they are going through hard times
· Let this math help you
· “more than conquerors” through Him
· I more than overcome all my pains
· By forgiveness or deliverance into a better future
· This will pass, I will remain!
· What must I do to conquer?
· Abide – He will do it!
· If prosperity were the expectation why are we so consistently prepared for suffering?
· Israel, nationally had promises of prosperity, but…
· It was for Israel
· It was conditioned on obedience.
· “prosperity ministries”
· Consistent misuse of scripture
· Benny Hinn - http://www.bennyhinn.org/gods-promises-of-prosperity-for-you/
· 1- OT people who were wealthy
· Not one from the NT
· 2- God’s will is for you to be financially prosperous
· Misused scripture
· 3- “Here is the key: All God’s prosperous people recorded in the Bible were obedient in giving! All were givers!”
· 4- sept 1st is “day of prayer for debt cancellation” 
· Donate Button
· “in this world you will have tribulation”
· Jesus was preparing the church for hardship, not wealth
· The NT indicates that there are some rich and some poor believers
· 1 Timothy 6:5–10 (NKJV) 5useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself. 6Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
· Contentment!
· My hope is not so petty as to be smothered by temporary suffering… our hope goes so far beyond that!
again 
36As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
· They were facing serious, murderous persecution
· 2 Corinthians 4:8–11 (NKJV) 8We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed— 10always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  
37Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
· Because they didn’t 


38For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 
39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
· Interesting list
· Death nor life
· Angels, principalities nor powers
· What can’t they do?
· Separate me from God’s love (all that hope) in Christ
· Are you persuaded?
· Salvation is free, and secure
· In Christ





Re: the golden chain of redemption 
Are those who are called ALL predestined. Or is it that the predestined WHO are called are also justified and glorified. 
To support this I just need scripture showing that the call to salvation goes out to those who are not predestined as well as those who are. 
To support the Calvinist view you need to say that God ONLY calls those who are predestined because if he calls those who are NOT predestined and calls those who are predestined then it doesn’t mean it’s an irresistible call.
