Today – what about those who never hear

Now, to the gospel itself there are several objections. The biggest is about those who haven’t heard. “if all I need is to believe this message, what if I didn’t hear it in the first place?”

There are a ton of short answers to this question online
	But they often leave people unsatisfied. 
A careful answer, a somewhat systematic answer. 
	
	Paul is systematically answering objections that blame God
	“God made me this way”
	“if God is using my sin for good then how can He blame me?”
“if the gospel works only for those who believe it, what about those who never heard?”

Points of clarity

What causes condemnation is not merely unbelief
	Wrath is on you because of sin
Not only lying, theft, blasphemy, outward sins… but
Jesus – hatred in your heart, lust in your heart, doing good for wrong reasons, 


Romans 3:23 (NKJV) 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
Wrath STAYS on you if you don’t come to Christ
Condemnation increases if you hear and reject (Chorazin and Bethsaida)
	Firefighter analogy – 
		Belief is the solution, it is NOT the cause

Some enter this thinking “is God being fair”?
Justice does not require a pardon
In court – justice is getting what you deserve
If they died with no HOPE AT ALL of salvation after having sinned. God would be just.
Rom 1-3 – justice = all are doomed 
On one side of this issue
If they NEVER heard would God be just in punishing them!
		Problem: thinking grace is deserved 

WHAT does man know?

Gen revelation/special revelation
	1 – God’s existence
Romans 1:19–20 (NKJV) 19because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
 	2 – Morality
Romans 2:14–16 (NKJV) 14for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 15who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) 16in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. 
· That there is a moral law and that we don’t follow it

OT examples of people being saved without the NT knowledge of the gospel
	Abraham 
 	saved by faith (see the Romans 4 study)
		Rom 4:3 + Gen 15:6
		before the law, and before the cross (effectively a Gentile)

Others were saved without knowledge of the whole gospel 
Naaman

Let’s look at them:
Naaman 
	Syrian general, leper, came to Elisha 
2 Kings 5:15–19 (NKJV) 
15And he returned to the man of God, he and all his aides, and came and stood before him; and he said, “Indeed, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel; now therefore, please take a gift from your servant.” 
16But he said, “As the Lord lives, before whom I stand, I will receive nothing.” And he urged him to take it, but he refused. 
17So Naaman said, “Then, if not, please let your servant be given two mule-loads of earth; for your servant will no longer offer either burnt offering or sacrifice to other gods, but to the Lord. 
18Yet in this thing may the Lord pardon your servant: when my master goes into the temple of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my hand, and I bow down in the temple of Rimmon—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the Lord please pardon your servant in this thing.” 
19Then he said to him, “Go in peace.” So he departed from him a short distance. 

Hebrews hall of faith
	Jesus on Naaman and the widow

Hebrews 10:39–11:16 (NKJV) 
39But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul. 
1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
2For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 
3By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 
4By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks. 
5By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 
6But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 
7By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 
9By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 
10for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
11By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 
12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 
13These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
14For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 
15And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 
16But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 

But, what did they know


But, is general revelation enough to secure salvation?
	Did those saved OT saints only have general rev?
No: Abraham, Enoch, Rahab, Naaman, David, Abel (sacrificing), 
		Yes: 
	Abel’s knowledge of sacrifice
	Saul’s Damascus road experience
	Abraham’s encounter
	Moses’ encounter
(you may say these are in the Bible, but they aren’t the Bible)

Three truths:
1- God wants people to be saved
2- People can respond to general revelation
3- God responds to those who seek Him
a. Jeremiah 29:13 (NKJV) 13And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

God factors in personal knowledge and accountability 
	Rom 2

This seems extremely rare and not the normal thing

If they are saved, they are saved BY Jesus – Acts 4:12	
	This is not a different WAY of salvation
As if the Jews were saved by the law and then suddenly switched over to Jesus (Gal 3:11 “no one is justified 
	SEED faith = don’t understand what the tree will be yet

Can I say that their faith was in Christ even if not knowingly?
	Liking grabbing a hand not knowing who it belonged to?
	“seed faith”

Did they know the name Jesus? Did they believe in His death and resurrection?
I don’t think so, exactly.
But this is a truth that we would need to be extremely careful with. It’s like saying “are there any conditions when divorce is right?”
Yes, but let’s be very careful about it. 
	Repentance and faith
		Seems consistent – Abraham and Naaman both did this.
		Turned to the true God

How little did they know?
	This is a bit presumptuous, we don’t know
Just that every example had special revelation and responded in faith

But does this remove the need to share… 
No.
	This sort of things seems extremely rare.
	And when the gospel goes out in Acts, we see people getting saved

Isn’t it possible to do harm by sharing the gospel then?
	I’ll say NO

Would a person like this ever reject the gospel upon hearing it?
	Jesus answers this –
John 6:45 (NKJV) 
45It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. 
John 5:46–47 (NKJV) 
46For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. 
47But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” 
	If they had 

Would a person who has rejected this possibly get saved if they heard the gospel afresh or more fully?
	Yes! Many examples of this throughout Acts

Is this going to work for a sincere…
	No – false religion involves a rejection of God’s revelation
The examples had accurate belief
but not full knowledge
	The saved pagan would be separating themselves from those things

Faith, not ignorance, is required 

So, incomplete faith – not untrue faith!!
	There is no room for false religions 
	There is no room for generic feel good “faithing”
	This faith is a response to God’s revelation

What does this say about those who are sincerely seeking God in some sense, yet in another religion (hindu, bhuddist, muslim)?
It seems to at least increase the likelihood of them getting special revelation to turn to God. 

Other verses
Revelation 5:9 (NKJV) 
9And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 

Acts 17:26–27 (NKJV) 
26And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 
27so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 

Conclusions:
	These attempts to say God is unjust are false
There is some hope for them. But there is GREAT urgency to share the gospel.
How will YOU be judged?
