Hook/Intro



Reminder of our 6 Conclusions from Romans 14:
1- These things aren’t inherently sinful
a. Convictions or scruples ONLY apply to things that are truly OK.
2- They are still sinful for some people
a. Not of faith, sin
3- The conscience can make something sinful that is NOT
a. It can’t make sin ok.
b. It’s a secondary test, not primary
c. “NO provision”
4- The strong bears with the weak
a. Rather than trying to change them
5- Don’t violate your conscience
a. There may be good reason for it
i. This teaching could be dangerous for you. Apply it carefully. 
6- The point is unity
a. So separating on these issues is NOT good
i. Even socially (the silent uninvite)
b. Convictions aren’t essentials

· How do I decide if it’s ok for me?
· Multiple INDEPENDENT questions.
· Is there a sense of wrongness in your conscience?
· Mistake – when people only ask ONE of these questions.
· 1 Cor 6
· Under it’s power
· Cause a brother to stumble
· Glorify God

Final thoughts
· Selflessness, obedience to God
· I can’t STOP people from ABUSING this teaching. But I think it’s accurate.
· Rom 13: put on… NO provision for the flesh

Romans 15:1–6 (NKJV) 
1We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
2Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. 
· Strong – fully aware of the liberty they have in Christ
· Alcohol (not drunkenness), meat (kosher or sacrificed), days
· Weak – not aware of ALL the liberty they have in Christ
· perhaps doctrinally aware (perhaps not)
· not in their conscience.
· The church will always have these people.
· When consciences collide….
· Scruples of the weak
· “weak in faith” – more strict scruples 
· Not please ourselves (satisfy, what seems good)
· Good rule for life – who am I pleasing?
· Christians are always serving 
· God first
· Colossians 1:10 (NKJV) 10that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
· Others next
· Me last
· This is important
· Perhaps it’s the key.
· Just get “pleasing me” out of the way
· What’s the application?
· I please myself when
· I enjoy my liberty at the expense of your scruples
· I enjoy my liberty and embolden you to compromise
· I enjoy my liberty and divide from you
· Generational division
· Leaving churches
· Practical love – not valentine’s love
· Valentine - Emotional, about a high, selfish, about a moment
· Practical love – serving others to benefit others
· Can I just say “I would rather you didn’t…”
· Two protections
· 1) The point isn’t to share scruples but to bear with scruples
· 2) “for good leading to his edification”
· Is this edifying you or enabling you to be judgmental and controlling?

3For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.” 
· The example: 
· Christ bore our sins
· Can you bear with their scruples?
· The Psalm 69
· A prophecy or a parallel. 
· Jesus, the son of David. 
· We can establish Jesus as Messiah through certain passages. But God’s not MERELY interested in prophetic proofs. 
· He also wants to teach us
· Dif. between this and Joseph Smith or Mohammed is the clear passages.
· Movies with a twist
· There is an obvious reveal
· Then you can go back and analyze it again
· Road to Emmaus 

4For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.
· OT for NT believers.
· Don’t discount it
· 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) 16All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
· For our LEARNING
· We need to be learning the word
· Not only hearing it
· God appoints teachers
· Beware laziness 
· Proverbs 13:4 (NKJV) 4The soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing; But the soul of the diligent shall be made rich. 
· But it’s not just intellectual
· Patience and comfort of the scriptures
· Why patience
· We abstain
· Our kingdom is NOTW
· Why comfort
· Life hurts
· I’m tremendously comforted and renewed in patience
· Don’t get it?
· is the problem the SCRIPTURES or YOU
· Hope – confidence
· It’s not only knowing your future but letting your current attitude be impacted by that knowledge.
· Is your attitude one of hope?
· We can get very used to the opposite
· Think of your future
· In glory
· Forever

5Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 
6that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
·  “may God… grant”
· A prayer – how appropriate
· And a good idea for us too.
· We need God for unity
· Ephesians 4:3 (NKJV) 3endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
· But what He enables we still need to walk in.
· Much of the Christian life is like this
· Not salvation.
· Likeminded –
· Likeminded isn’t agreeing, it’s agreeing to bear with each other.
· In patience and comfort
· If we get into camps
· You missed it.
· You missed the very heart of it.
· That you may
· The point
· To glorify God
· Your unity with believers is an issue of the glory of God
· This changes everything.
7Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God. 
· If you’re in Christ, I want to strive for unity, to serve you
· If you aren’t I want to say “COME”
· Pray for unity.
· One mind
· One mouth
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Should the church give most of it’s social aid to Christians rather than non-Christians?
