Saved by faith alone, apart from works or with them?

Key battlegrounds 
In any important war there are certain battlegrounds that turn the tide. Some battlegrounds have little impact on the overall war. Others determine the fate of nations and set the foothold for victory. These are remembered. They are studied. They matter. 

In the spiritual war over the gospel of Christ, particularly the issue of being saved by faith apart from works or faith PLUS works (the protestant view vs. Catholic), in this war, James 2 is one of those KEY battlegrounds.
	Catholic, JW, Mormon, etc. 
		Cath series - comments

· I’ll be the protestant 
· Sola Fide! Faith alone! We are justified by faith alone apart from works. Just like it says in Ephesians 2
· Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
· I’ll be the Catholic
· Sola fide? Faith alone? Do you know that the ONLY time the Bible uses the term “faith alone” it’s in James 2:24
· James 2:24 (NKJV) You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 
· “#1 you want to bring out James chapter 2 verse 24”
· Protestant
· But Romans
· Romans 3:28 (ESV) 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
· Romans 4:1–5 (NKJV) 1What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 4Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 5But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 
· Catholic
· But James
· James 2:21 (NKJV) 21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 
· 
· My method today
· Bad method – using scripture to fight scripture.
· The typical Catholic response is to ignore Rom and Gal and Eph
· A protestant response might be to ignore James
· Luther wanted to
· Good method – contextual study of the passage in question.
· That’s what we’re doing today!
· James 2
· Insight from James 1?
· Doer, not a hearer only


James 2:14–24 (ESV) 
14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 
15If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 
16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 
17So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
18But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 
19You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 
20Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 
21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 
22You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 
23and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 
24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
25And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 
26For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 

· Two verses grab my attention
· 21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 
· 24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
· This got me worried… till I studied it.
· Word or doctrine?
· Examples:
· Saved
· Theological definition: state of forgiveness, right relationship with God, imputed righteousness, 
· Romans 5:9 (NKJV) 9Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 
· Word meaning: deliverance from some danger or suffering
· Philippians 1:19 (NKJV) 19For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
· Deliverance = soteria (saved)
· 1 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV)15Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.
· The doctrine isn’t in the word… it’s in the context.
· God
· Theological definition of God
· Eternal, omnipotent, creator of all things, transcendent, omniscient, holy, triune, etc.
· Word meaning: 
· English: webster snip
· Greek: theos – a divine being or one who is worshipped
· 2 Corinthians 4:4 (NKJV) 4whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 
· One verse, same word, two meanings 
· NOT that Satan is eternal, omnipotent, creator of all things…
· Hebrew: Elohim – a very flexible word (God, any deity – real or imagined, angels, judges, powerful being) 
· “but the caps!”
· No, that’s added
· Justified as in what?
· Theological meaning: made right with God. Imputed righteousness…
· Word meaning
· acquit, declare and treat as righteous; show or prove to be right[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Newman, B. M., Jr. (1993). A Concise Greek-English dictionary of the New Testament. (46). Stuttgart, Germany: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft; United Bible Societies.] 

· different senses – make righteous, or vindicate
· Validated – 
· Luke 7:29 (NKJV) 29And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of John. 
· They didn’t make God righteous, they affirmed it!


· Let’s take this passage in sections and I will interact with your questions and challenges after.
· Is this passage saying that you need works to be saved or does it say that works are simply a symptom that confirms you have living faith?
· Or is it saying that saving faith is more than mere intellectual belief/

James 2:14–24 (ESV) 
14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 
· This sets up the whole thing. 
· Hypothetical – someone who does not “have works”
· In context of James – not sacraments
· They don’t follow Jesus
· James 1:22–27 (NKJV) 22But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 26If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless. 27Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 
· The example that follows in James 2 supports this
· Helping a person in need
· Ch3 Use of the tongue
· Ch4 carnality and worldliness
· “says he has faith”
· “he’s my savior, just not my Lord”
· The issue is “that faith”
· “that” is added…. For a reason.
· 13 out 16 of translations added it
· “That” in CEV, ESV, NASB, NIV, CSB, NET, NCV, ISV, RSV, ASV, GNT, YLT, NABRE, 
· Not – NRSV, KJV, NKJV, 
· Hypothetical – claimed faith without obedience
· And the question
· “what good is it?”
· Snip ophelos - pertaining to a benefit to be derived from some object, event, or state—‘advantage, benefit, beneficial.’[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Vol. 1: Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: Based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition.) (624). New York: United Bible Societies.] 

· What is the salvation state of the person who says “I believe but I don’t follow” 

15If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 
16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 
· It’s empty… it’s offensive 
· I believe in Jesus…
· But you don’t follow Him
· In practical ways (your mouth, your kingdom mindset, your impartial love, selflessness)

17So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
· Main point – 
· Works indicate something about the quality of “faith”
· Dead faith doesn’t produce works
· Living faith does

18But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 
· A commonly misunderstood verse. And KEY!
· A conversation (like Paul does)
· You = the dead faith person
· I = James
· Someone will accuse me of using works to be saved… 
· Using the gospel as a mask for a life that rejects Jesus as Lord
· Really, I’m just using works to prove the presence of saving faith!
· “Show me your faith apart from your works”
· Note, the one being SHOWED is not God… it’s humans
· Works are a demonstration of faith
· NO works demonstrate something else.

19You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 
· This is written directly to the dead faith person
· “oh, I REALLY believe!”
· Belief is good! You do well!
· But.
· But it’s dead
· Demons believe	
· What’s the difference between the demon’s belief and yours?
· It’s HARD to shake people awake on this issue
· I’ve seen them self-assured (foolish person)

20Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 
· He’ll demonstrate it with the Old Testament
· In context now.
· The usefulness of faith that doesn’t lead to works
· It’s the faith that is useful, not the works.
· It’s the works that indicate how useful the faith it

21Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 
22You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 
23and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 
· Justified – 
· Theo meaning: made righteous
· Word meaning: show or prove to be right
· different senses – make righteous, or vindicate
· What rules out the theological meaning?
· “when”
· Isaac was offered years after Abraham was already counted righteous. (theo meaning)
· Genesis 15:4–6 (NKJV) 4And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.” 5Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 
· Theo meaning – accounted it to him for righteousness
· When was Abraham justified in the theo sense?
· Gen 15 – many years before Isaac
· Genesis 22:12 (NKJV) 12And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 
· James seems to be using this as a parallel for us
· You believe. God accounts it to you as righteousness…
· Time goes by, good works come, we all know you believe.
· Q? What justification happened “WHEN he offered up his son Isaac upon the altar?”
· Show or demonstrate, vindicate.

24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
· Justified = vindicate, demonstrate 
· Consistent with
· “I will show you my faith by my works”
· “Abraham justified by works when”

25And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 
· Same usage with Rahab as with Abraham

26For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 
· What kind of faith do you have
· Dead faith is what won’t save
· Living faith saves – and that faith is followed by works
· Summary of theological points
· This passage does not combat or contradict the idea of salvation by faith apart from works
· It combats a dead faith saving
· It’s not about how someone get’s saved… it’s about how someone demonstrates that they are.
· Works demonstrate saving faith 
· Mere intellectual belief is not saving faith
· “not by faith alone”
· Real saving faith (living faith) results in works
· Works are not salvific here
· Works don’t TURN non-saving faith into saving faith. They simply show which one of the two a person has. 
· Methodology summary
· What I did and didn’t do to get these conclusions
· Rely on quotes outside the Bible to subvert a simple study of the text
· Offer pretty analogies to move away from a study of the text
· I didn’t read deep theological meaning into words that are used in a variety of ways
· Use one observation to distract from a contextual interpretation
· “not by faith alone”
· Rely on misrepresentation
· Demonize instead of demonstrate
· Harmonizing helps me, not them
· If the Catholic(JW) view is right… we have a contradiction
· Mixing faith and works
· Now I will bring in another passage.
· Romans 11:6 (ESV) 6But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace. 
· Definitional.
· Romans 4:4–6 (ESV) 4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 
· Ephesians 2:8–10 (ESV) 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
· See Catholic views on Galatians and Romans
· What works then?
· Any? The law?
· Where is the list?
· Abraham offered his son.
· He wasn’t Catholic
· Not baptized
· No pope
· No sacraments 
· So its any works… not catholic sacraments
· Follow up
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ignored Romans 2? Video link 
· Application
· Do you have dead faith?
· Hearer only – self-decieved!
