Hook - 
Many times in scripture a single sentence contains a profound and really important truth. This is one. And, its ignored and even openly FOUGHT against by many today!

Romans 16:17–20 (NKJV) 
17Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 
· The basic idea is that, based on doctrine we should divide
· It doesn’t mean HATE, it means avoid.
· Who fights this?
· Kris Vollotton “Gather when we agree and divide when we disagree” – “spirit of denominationalism”
· Gathering around “fathers”
· Don’t let them soften you up
· Don’t let people move you from the text to THEMselves
· “I trust your relationship with God”
· These guys don’t agree with each other
· Pope
· Ecumenical movements
· Often they are just covering up their own false teachings.
· The too strict are protecting their extrabiblical teachings 
· OR they can’t tell the difference between the gospel and everything they believe
· Drinking = gospel
· Gifts = gospel
· The Unstrict are hiding their counter-biblical teachings
· A very specific group is described
· “those who cause divisions and offenses”
· What they cause (2 things)
· Divisions 
· Disunity 
· Titus 3:10 (NKJV) 10Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, 
· Offenses
· “That which causes sin”
· Not just privately wrong, but influencers 
· False teachers apply, but others do as well.
· Contrary to the doctrine that you have learned
· All divisions are not bad
· Doctrine divides
· And the gospel offends
· Non-sense “Jesus wouldn’t offend people”
· They killed Him
· If Jesus had come in 2018 instead of the 1st century…
· He would call the world to repentance!
· Oprah would condemn Him for being narrowminded and non-inclusive
· Modern liberal Christian pastors everywhere would complain that He wasn’t acting like Jesus
· He would be classified as a hate group
· Google wouldn’t allow him to advertise His teachings because they are hate speech
· If He was scheduled to speak at Berkley they would have a riot and protest
· CA would ban His books
· 1 Corinthians 1:23 (NKJV) 23but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 
· One reason why doctrine is so important 
· Every instance of “the faith”
· Jude 3 (NKJV) 3Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 
· Once and for all delivered
· Galatians 1:6–9 (NKJV) 6I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 
· No greater sin?
· The doctrine goes out
· And then it stays the same
· Period. End of story
· “new light” uh, no
· “old light”
· Paul went through great pains to show that the Gospel was an OT truth
· “doctrine divides”
· YES. As it should
· Think of it this way – 
· 3 kinds of divisions
· Divisions and offenses according to the doctrine we have learned are fine
· D and O for unrelated issues is not
· D and O for false doctrine is not
· Exceptions
· Issues which do not disturb the core of Christianity
· I want to observe Jewish feasts!
· Convictions (Rom 13-14)
· NOT conviction issues
· Blatant sin – homosexuality
· 1 Corinthians 6:9–10 (NKJV) 9Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 
· Anyone who says you don’t need to turn from sin is compromising the gospel
· Ultimately the gay affirming churches are doing this
· Note them
· Notice them – don’t turn a blind eye. Confront it. 
· It’s not easy
· Name names?
· But be accurate 
· Self-feeding witch hunt
· Build the gallows after the conviction crime
· Avoid them
· It doesn’t mean HATE, it means avoid.
· Remember they are impacting others “CAUSE divisions and offenses”
· Why here at the end of Romans?
· Doctrine you’ve received.
· Precious things can take a back seat over time
· Pressure from the world to “be nice”
· Creeping heretics 
· Other points
· This NOT apply to whatever doctrine YOU have learned.
· It applies to the doctrine already delivered to them
· OT and NT
· Do I avoid anyone who simply HOLDS a different view?
· Not necessarily, but if they CAUSE division I do 
· How?
· They propagate it
· By definition you can not be united with those who do not have the Holy Spirit.
· It’s not your choice.
· We are only recognizing what God has done.
· Christian unity is created by God and we are to maintain it. 
· We can’t create it.
· This is the essential flaw in ecumenical movements. 

18For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. 
· Don’t serve Jesus
· Nobody is faster to proclaim “I love Jesus”, than a false teacher
· No, they don’t
· Abusers often proclaim their intense love
· More intense than non-abusers
· Not if love is a verb 
· But the simple think they do. 
· Hence the need for verse 18
· What they serve.
· There own belly. 
· Carnal appetites 
· Pride, power, wealth, 
· Again, how do I discern?
· Doctrine
· What doctrine?
· The doctrine THEY received (Rom, the apostles teaching)
· This IS sola scriptura
· The Bible is our only infallible authority
· What do you do when you have wrong theology?
· How do you get people to eat it up?
· Tactics:
· Smooth words
· Good at talking (good preacher)
· Flattering speech
· Eulogia (eulogize) blessing
· Also Rom 15:29 “fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ”
· Obvious application
· Don’t judge be smooth words
· Don’t judge by flattering speech
· My thoughts
· Homiletics 
· Don’t use either. 
· Use clear words
· Use accurate theology
· I fear that, if I use either (even to teach ACCURATE theology), I set people up to be tricked by the same
· BOM and KJV
· Same can happen with false teachers. 
· Deceive who?
· The hearts of the simple
·  Not wicked, just naïve.
· We must avoid them, so they won’t have access to the simple!
· Creflo Dollar, Beni Hinn, Joel Osteen, Bill Johnson, any pastor espousing the gay agenda
· But it’s not just false CHRISTIAN teachers!
· Gurus, Oprah, Pope Francis, 

19For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil. 
· How does “your obedience has become known to all” relate to the context of this passage?
· It’s about watching out for bad doctrine and teachings
· Therefore – when there obedience is well known, the false teachers flock in.
· Where God moves, Satan tries to move.
· Balam – they are right with God, you can’t harm them. But, send in the women!
· But I thought we were supposed to be simple?
· 2 Corinthians 11:3 (NKJV) 3But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
· Different Gk word – sincerity and purity 
· WISE in what is good
· Sophos – wise, skillful, experienced, learned.
· Paul taught the general Roman church advanced theology.
· That means something.
· Simple in Rom 16:19 - akéraios [pure, innocent] The original meanings of akéraios are a. “Unravaged,” “unharmed,” of a city, walls, country. b. “Intact,” “innocent.” c. “Pure,” e.g., of wine, or gold. The sense is always figurative in the NT: Christians are to be innocent (Phil. 2:15); to maintain their integrity in face of evil (Rom. 16:19).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. (1985). Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (33). Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans.] 

· Not dumb – inexperienced in that it has not invaded you.
· What you touch, touches you.

Doctrine is king
	Learn it
	Live it
	Guard it
	







20And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 
· God will crush Satan
· But why under OUR feet?
· 
· Contrast
· God of peace
· Will crush Satan
· The fact that He is the God of peace, means He will crush
· 

21Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my countrymen, greet you. 
22I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord. 
23Gaius, my host and the host of the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the treasurer of the city, greets you, and Quartus, a brother. 
24The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
25Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 
26but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith— 
27to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen. 




· The order of things
· Frontloads the gospel
· Not only in it’s simplicity but…
· Prophetically
· Abraham
· David
· OT Law
· Jew and Gentile alike
· The whole testimony of the Bible
· Justification
· Theology and experience are woven together, as they should be
· Many of us prefer one over the other.
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