* Please note: Pastor Mike's notes were not available for this lesson, but a generous subscriber has graciously typed them up for you. Have a blessed day. *

Here's Me Using the Bible to Prove the Bible

Where you can't use the Bible!
 
Statement based on itself!  i.e the Bible is the God's word because it says so.

E.g Surah 61:6.  Mohammad writes about Himself!  No evidence just him saying it!
 
 
Where you can use the bible!
 
1. Historical
· For many years it was thought the Scriptures made up David as there was no historical evidence. 
 
· Until they found a stone with inscriptions in Tel Dan (c1995).  This is a stella written by an Aramaic king who said he defeated David! Proof David existed from a non-Jewish source.
 
· Again similarly scholars claimed Pilate was created in part because they argued there would be evidence if he existed. Yet they discovered in 1961 the Pilate stone to show he really did exist. It adds credibility to the accuracy of the bible
 
1. Textual Criticism
· Textual criticism is an important tool in historical analysis when the original documents are not available… in order to discern what the original document said.
 
· We have thousands upon thousands of copies of the Bible and studying the variances in those versions together with what we know about those versions, we can determine not only what the original Bible books said but also when they originals were written!
 
· We can also show all these versions to show that the Bible hasn't had any significant changes over time!  The variations are so small and insignificant.
 
· Bart Ehrman, a fierce critique of the Bible actually accepts that the bibles we have today are the same as were originally written.
 
· However, when someone accuses the Bible of being changed, we can ask "How would our theology differ if any of the changes we can see were accepted?"  The answer is that it wouldn't because the bible hasn't changed sufficiently in any of these copies to allow that. 
 
· On the flip side, the Quran, in 650AD, Uthman found bits missing in the Quran and copies that contradicted others.  He destroyed these conflicts and insert the bits he felt missing!  Despite being written much later than all the Bible!
 
 
1. Multitude of Sources
· There are many different authors writing at a different time in a different place.  This is what historians look for so that they can see the common elements in a story to verify its veracity.
 
· Bart Ehrman again when asked what our best sources for Jesus are, says it's the Bible.
 
· It was thought for some time that the gospels were myths but after much research and consideration, most scholars accept there are biographies.
 
· Graham Stanton of Cambridge, who wrote the forward to Burridge's book said: "I do not think it is now possible to deny that the Gospels are a subset of the broad ancient literary genre of 'lives,' that is, biographies."
 
· David Aune (Notre Dame emeritus professor)  who is a specialist in ancient genre writes, “While biography tended to emphasize encomium or the one-sided praise of the subject, it was still firmly rooted in historical fact rather than literary fiction. Thus while the [Gospel writers] clearly had an important theological agenda, the very fact that they chose to adapt Greco-Roman biographical conventions to tell the story of Jesus indicated that they were centrally concerned to communicate what they thought really happened.”
 
 
1. Searching from a plausible reconstruction
· Use the same tools to analyse biblical accounts as for any historical event.
 
· 90% of them pretty much agree on many facets…
1. Jesus existed 
1. Jesus was baptised by John - was kind of embarrassing to early Christians that Jesus did this
1. It's agreed that people thought Jesus was a miracle worker / exorcist
1. Jesus thought of Himself as eschatological agent of God   i.e. bringing in God's kingdom
1. Jesus was really crucified under Pontius Pilate
1. They agree the believers really thought and believed they saw Jesus after He died
1. That Paul really did believe He had an experience of Jesus and change
1. Majority agree there was an empty tomb
 
· Look how many facets are confirmed by historical analysis!
 
 
1. Prophecy 
 
· We have prophecy of Christ's crucifixion in Ps 22 and Is 53, but not only that His victory over it which clearly implies resurrection. 
 
· Lots of forecast before events that then happened!
 
· So it's not like they wrote Ps 22 and thought "hey, let's write about the crucifixion" but rather they looked the crucifixion then back at Ps 22 and said "This looks an awful lot like crucifixion"  
 
· This all a bit like looking at $100 bill and testing the various elements that show it's real. All these tests confirm its authenticity.  In like manner if the Bible is the word of God, then it will contain information that God alone knows… like Ps 22 prediction of Christ! 
 
 
1. Unity or Meta Narrative
· 66 books with different authors with undesigned coincidences
· They need two independent witnesses to find guilt….Mark 14:55 " The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any."  They couldn't agree on their testimonies and Mark doesn't explain this.
· John doesn't even include the trial of Jesus but he does provide an explanation here for this passage in John  2:18-20 " The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?”  But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken."
· This is undesigned coincidences
· Yet sceptics sometimes claim that John wrote this to explain Mark, but those same sceptics will point out differences between Mark and John to claim inconsistency errors.   Which is it?  Mark and John colluded or they didn't?
· You would expect to find such things in truthful texts
 
· Meta Narrative
· Like you watch a TV series where each individual episode has a narrative (complete story) but there's an ongoing narrative across the whole series that's brought to a conclusion in last episode.
 
· A good story writer will plan the ended of the whole narrative right from the beginning but with each 
 
· Although each of the chapters of the bible have their own story, it's all part of a meta narrative that could only have been designed from the very beginning
 
· A bad example of this is Star Wars..and Darth Vadar.  Watching the first episode you would never see Anikin Skywalker because that was an idea thought up after the first episode (which is actually episode 4).  With the bible, however, we don't see Jesus being a later edition but rather part of the whole meta narrative.
 
· One example is Jesus is seen in typology written thousands of years before He appeared.   Jewish people believed these typologies were pointing to Christ before He came, and they still do.
· Jesus as the seed of the woman - Genesis 3
· Jesus is the angel of the Lord - throughout the OT
· Jesus is a Priest like Melchizedek - who Jesus explains
· Jesus is a prophet like Moses - like the bible predicts
· Jesus is the bronze serpent lifted up
· Jesus is the rock that was struck
· Jesus is Joseph betrayed by brothers into a terrible fate so he might save them in the long run
· Jesus is like High Priest
· Jesus is kinsman redeemer
· Jesus is the Davidic king
· Jesus is last Adam
· Not just one meta narrative but thousands!
 
· Some may say you're just looking for Jesus to make these things fit.  The problem here is that the Jews were already looking for their Messiah to fit many of these things
 
· Try finding and fitting any historical character into such passages of scripture… you can't because it really is a meta narrative about Him
 
 
1. Experientially
0. Live the scriptures. You find out how true it is.
 
· In Mike's family divorce was c95%.   Bad.  Mike though started out following what the bible says and it's great.  Not because of Mike but because of what the bible says. 
 
· Dare people to live out their worldviews
 
· When you see people who have left the faith, so many times when you listen to them describing their life whilst in the faith, you can't see them living out God's instructions.
 
 
 
1. Look at Jesus
0. Read His life.  He really lived, really spoke and really did the things the bible said He did.. And can speak to you directly through these things
 
Can't use the bible to prove the bible?
Can't use a pogo stick to prove a pogo stick works!  Yes, you can. In fact you can't actually test a pogo stick without using a pogo stick.
 

