* Please note: Pastor Mike's notes were not available for this lesson, but a generous subscriber has graciously typed them up for you. Have a blessed day. *

Really Specific Prophecy Jesus Fulfilled on the Cross! Amazing!  
 
Psalm 22
One of the great proofs for biblical reality is this prophecy!
· In essence, Ps 22 tell us there will be a time when the Messiah would cause the gentles and pagans to turn to the Jewish God
· Written thousands of years before Christ
· The odds of the God of a small section of the world, the Jewish people, become the God of gentiles throughout the world
· Yet this is exactly what Jesus did!
 
Matthew 27:46 " About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)
· In Jesus times, the OT was not organised in terms of chapters and verses and so a teacher had to use a phrase to recall or specific facet in a section of scripture in order to bring it to the listeners minds!
· This section of scripture would immediately bring to mind Ps22
 
 
1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
    Why are you so far from saving me,
    so far from my cries of anguish?
 
 
2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
    by night, but I find no rest.[b]
3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;
    you are the one Israel praises.[c]
4 In you our ancestors put their trust;
    they trusted and you delivered them.
5 To you they cried out and were saved;
    in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
· There's a contrast here between the speaker who is suffering and the people who are being delivered
 
6 But I am a worm and not a man,
    scorned by everyone, despised by the people.
· Different word for worms.. It's "to.le.ah".. It's where they would get the red die for things in the temple  (temple institute are looking to replay all the temple things and they need the "toleah" worm.  We know it as the kermes worm!)  This worm climbs a tree and attachés itself, then hardens and whilst it's stuck there it gives birth and the young eats the Mum and all that's left is a red spot.
· Obvious symbolism to Christ!
 
7 All who see me mock me;
    they hurl insults, shaking their heads.
· Just the most insulting things!
 
8 “He trusts in the Lord,” they say,
    “let the Lord rescue him.
Let him deliver him,
    since he delights in him.”
· He has a reputation for being godly but they see His current plight as God rejecting Him!
· Matthew 27:43 " He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”
· They were not only fulfilling prophecy but they thought the same wrong thing as the Psalmist experience.
 
9 Yet you are he who took me from the womb;
    you made me trust you at my mother's breasts.
10 On you was I cast from my birth,
    and from my mother's womb you have been my God.
· He's been faithful from before he was born
· A bold claim David, the author, couldn't make!
· He wasn't even faithful to God.. "sins of youth", adultery and murder
 
11 Be not far from me,
    for trouble is near, and there is none to help.
12 Many bulls encompass me;
    strong bulls of Bashan surround me;
13 they open wide their mouths at me,
    like a ravening and roaring lion.
· In Hebrew poetry when they speak of animals they're symbolising people
· Strong bulls of Bashan aren't just mean people but mean powerful people
· Poetic parallelism
· Jesus was targeted by powerful people… Priests, King Herod and Pilate
 
14 I am poured out like water,
    and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax;
    it is melted within my breast;
15 my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
    and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
    you lay me in the dust of death.
· Potsherd is broken piece of pottery
· Yes this is poetic but it has meaning
· "Poured out like water"
· Jesus was whipped (flagram) and bleed out - tearing out flesh
· Beaten in front of High Priest
· When Jesus carried the cross, he was bleeding from Jerusalem to Golgatha
· Bleeding all over the place like "water pouring out"
· When He was pierced water and blood poured out
· "All my bones are out of joint"
· Medical evaluation of crucifixion 
· Disfigures the person… shoulders pulled out of shape, legs broken
· "My heart is like wax, it is melted…"
· Symbolism of heart failure, the way most people died in crucifixion
· "My strength is dried up …"
· Jesus was weak, had to get Simon to carry the cross
· "Tongue sticks to my jaws"
· Dehydrated… Roman's offer Him drink
· Losing blood causes dehydration
·   "You lay me in the dust of death."
· Harkens back to God's pronouncement to Adam that he will return to dust… 
· What else does all this fit but crucifixion … and nothing in David's life
 
16 For dogs encompass me;
    a company of evildoers encircles me;
they have pierced my hands and feet—
17 I can count all my bones—
they stare and gloat over me;
· Dogs encompass, company of evil doers
· This is a mob, something public
· Pierced my hands and feet
· What can this be?
· Count all my bones
· Crucified naked, arms stretched (rib cage showing), bones pulled out - literally count my bones
· They stare…
 
18 they divide my garments among them,
    and for my clothing they cast lots.
· It gets weird when you try to apply this to someone or something else.
· Matthew 27:35 "And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots.
 
19 But you, O Lord, do not be far off!
    O you my help, come quickly to my aid!
20 Deliver my soul from the sword,
    my precious life from the power of the dog!
21     Save me from the mouth of the lion!
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen!
· There comes a big shift here.   The writer has come to this point of huge mental, physical and spiritual suffering and is being watched suffer publicly with all these details, asking for the Lord's help
· There comes this change "you have answered" me.  
· What help from the dust of death… 
· i) They almost die but God revives them 
· ii) They do die and God revives them
 
22 I will tell of your name to my brothers;
    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him!
    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,
    and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
24 For he has not despised or abhorred
    the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his face from him,
    but has heard, when he cried to him.
 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
    my vows I will perform before those who fear him.
26 The afflicted[d] shall eat and be satisfied;
    those who seek him shall praise the Lord!
    May your hearts live forever!
 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember
    and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall worship before you.
· The end result of the journey
· Written by a Jewish author with Jewish audience
· They were surrounded by pagan neighbours, who don't worship Yahweh
· This Psalm is saying that after this suffering, after them being delivered, people around the world are going to turn to Yahweh
· It has to be a global impact.
· Jesus is the ONLY Jew who has ever turned the hearts of gentiles to Yahweh!
 
28 For kingship belongs to the Lord,
    and he rules over the nations.
29 All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship;
    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
    even the one who could not keep himself alive.
· The result is that after death, we will worship him
· This is the gospel thousands of year before Christ
30 Posterity shall serve him;
    it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;
31 they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn,
    that he has done it.
· Prediction that this event will result in people around the world will have life.
 
If you didn't know this was written by Jews before Christ, you'd think it was written by Christians!

Points to consider..
1. He is forsaken while others are saved (2-6)
1. He is rejected by people (6-8)
1. Yet He has always been faithful to God (9-10)
1. Powerful people have gathered against Him (12-13)
1. He is poured out like water (14)
1. Dehydration (14-15)
1. Blood loss (15)
1. He is brought to death (15)
1. His hands and feet are pierced (16)
1. His bones are out of joint (14,17)
1. A public execution before a hateful crowd (16,17)
1. They take and gamble for His clothes (18)
1. After all this He is delivered (21)
1. This story get's spread to all people (17,31)
1. Gentiles will worship YHWH because of this (27)
1. This effects people even after they die (29)
 
 
OBJECTIONS from atheists 
Aron Ra….
1. It's about David
1. Ps 22 isn't prophetic and David is not a prophet

How do the Jews see this?
Rambam (1135-1204AD) - 13 characteristics of a good Jew..
· "The Jews must believe in the coming of Messiah  awaiting him every day with unwavering faith"
· "Anyone who does not believe in (Messiah), or whoever does not look forward to his coming, denies not only, (the teachings of) the other prophets but (also those) of the Torah and of Moses our Teacher, For the Torah attested to Him.."
Babylonian Talmud
· "All the prophets prophesied all the good things only in respect of the messianic era" Sanhedrin 99a
· "None of the prophets prophesied except of the days of the messiah" Sanhedrin 99a
Rashi (1040-1105AD)
· His commentary is so highly regarded it's often printed with the Torah
· Lists all the prophets - 49 male and 7 female prophets
· David is one of the prophets!
· He also taught that Ps 22 was about the future - i.e. prophecy.
· His view was a little weird though.. He thought it was about Israel suffering as one man!
Pesikta Rabbati Famous Jewish midrash - 8th Century
· "..it was because of the ordeal of the Son of David that David wept saying My strength is dried up like a potsherd (Ps 22:16)
· We have to know the term "Son of David" means the Messiah 
· "During the ordeal of the son of David, the Holy One, blessed be He, will say to him: Ephraim, My true Messiah, long ago, ever since the six days of creation, thou didst take this ordeal upon thyself. At this moment, thy pain is like my pain . . .At these words, the Messiah will reply: Now I am reconciled. The servant is content to be like his Master." (Pesikta Rabbati, Piska 36.2, translated by William G. Braude, Yale University Press, pg. 680-681)
· "It is taught, moreover, that in the month of Nisan the Patriarchs will arise and say to the Messiah: Ephraim, our true Messiah, even though we are thy forbears, thou art greater that we because thou didst suffer for the iniquities of our children, and terrible ordeals befell thee . . . for the sake of Israel thou didst become a laughingstock and a derision among the nations of the earth; and didst sit in darkness, in thick darkness, and thine eyes saw no light, and thy skin cleaved to thy bones, and thy body was as dry as a piece of wood; and thine eyes grew dim from fasting, and thy strength was dried up like a potsherd – all these afflictions on account of the iniquities of our children . . ".(Pesikta Rabbati 37.1, translated by William G. Braude, Yale University Press, pg. 685-686)
· https://nazarenejudaism.com/?page_id=212
· Thus we can evidence that there is Jewish thought that there will be a suffering Messiah… but they wrestled with this against the passages that the Messiah will rule and rain.
· Rafael Patai - Jewish Commentary
· "When the death of the Messiah became an absolute tenet in Talmudic times, this was felt to be irreconcilable with the belief in the Messiah as Redeemer who would usher in the blissful millennium of the Messianic age.  The dilemma was solved by splitting the person of the Messiah in two : one of them, called Messiah ben Joseph, was to raise the armies of Israel against their enemies, and, after many victories and miracles, would fall victim to God and Magog.  The other, Messiah ben David, will come after him (in some legends will bring him back to life, which psychologically hints at the identity of the two), and will lead Israel to the ultimate victory, the triumph, and the Messianic era of bliss."
· Two Messiahs so we can reconcile how i) he suffers ii) he rules and reigns
 
Aron Ra…
1. Vs 16 is mistranslated - it's not pierce hand and feet, but a lion at hands and feet
1. Therefore, PS 22 is not about crucifixion.
 
· Doesn't ever really clarify this, so don't know his thoughts
· But Rabbi Tovia Singer does…
· "Needless to say, the phrase 'they pierced my hands and my feet' is a Christian contrivance that appears nowhere in the Jewish scriptures.  Bear in mind this stunning mistranslation of the 22nd Psalm did not occur because Christian translators were unaware of the correct meaning of the Hebrew word.  Clearly this was not the case"
· He's saying not only is it mistranslated but that's it was deliberate.
· It comes down to one word, but more significantly one letter!
· "Ka'aru"  vs  "Ka'ari"
· Pierced my hands and feet vs like a lion my hands and feet
· Even if Tovia Singer was right, it only removes one of the fifteen points.
· But again even if it is lion at hands and feet, what are the feet going to look like if not like Jesus hands and feet when nailed to the cross? 
· Rabbi Tovia Singer says there's not a single Jewish text that says "Ka'aru" and whilst the majority do say "Ka'ari" there are 12 that say "Ka'aru" and so he's wrong!  Remember all these texts are Masoretic texts from 900AD
· Dead Sea Scrolls… the oldest manuscript in ancient Hebrew Ps 22…says "Ka'aru" (pierced)
· We also have the Septuagint, and it favours "pierced".  
· Dr Michael Brown - summary of…https://www.jewishvoice.org/learn/jewish-objections-jesus 
5. In other words, Christians weren't the first to translate PS 22 the Jews were!  Septuagint
5. Then we have the Syriac Peshitta version, 2 - 3 centuries later that say "Ka'aru"
5. Then the oldest copies of Hebrew say "pierced" - dead sea scrolls
 
Hard to get away from the fact that Ps22 seems to perfectly describe crucifixion before it was invented some 300 years later
 
 
Jesus is a myth and didn't exist
· Bart Ehrman Staunch atheist "I do not discuss mythicism in the class since, as I've repeatedly indicated, the mythicist view does not have a foothold or even toehold among modern critical scholars of the bible!"
· Maurice Casey (Agnostic) “I therefore conclude that the mythicist arguments are completely spurious from beginning to end.  They have mainly been put forward by incompetent and unqualified people… The mythicist view should therefore be regarded as verifiable false from beginning to end" 
· Joseph Hoffmen (Agonostic) "The diseaase these buggers spread is ignorance disguised as common sense"
· Confirmation bias
 
Jesus existed but isn't the guy who was crucified or the guy in the bible
· Bart Ehrman  "One of the most certain facts of history is that Jesus was crucified on orders of the Roman Prefect of Judea, Pontius Pilate"
· Ger Ludemann (Atheist)  "Jesus death as a consequence of crucifixion is indisputable"
 
Jesus wasn't nailed/pierced
· Evidence 1968 Ossuary - Johanna the son of Hagakol
· Nail still in the ankle bone
· He was then buried afterwards
 
They never gambled for Jesus clothes
· A.N Sherwin-Write - British Historian - President of the Roman Society "..as has been familiar since Mommsen, legal texts confirm that it was the accepted right of the executioner's squad to share out the minor possessions of their victim.  The custom, which must derive ultimately from the custom of plunder on the field of battle, became the subject of a legal dispute on which the Emperor Hadrian pronounced a solution"  Roman Society and Roman Law in the New Testament pg46
 
They wouldn't have gambled for his clothes because they were bloody
· Kind of ridiculous because clothing was difficult to make and therefore expensive.  They could simply have washed out the blood.
 
There are some who try to say the NT authors deliberately made the events of Jesus look like Ps 22.  They are in fact admitting that Ps 22 looks like Jesus… and the evidence is there that they didn't make it up!
 
Sanhedrin 97b Talmud - admits the Jews missed their Messiah due to sin but he will come again when they repent.
 
 




OBJECTIONS from Jewish
 
Two extremes…
1. Rabbi Tovia Singer - who simply argues that Ps 22 is just about David and nothing more.
0. The problem with this position is that many of the things described in Ps22 are just not evidenced in David's history and we know a lot about David
0. The events of Ps22 look an awful lot about the cross
1. Rashi - who accepts it's about some future thing but thinks it's about Israel portrayed as a single man who is suffering and then dissects each verse individually (rather than connected or a theme) which is a bit weird.

