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1. Did Jesus die on a stake or on a cross?
0. JW
0. You’re wrong!
0. Torture stake!
0. Then were did it come from?
1. PAGANISM
0. Along with birthdays, Christmas and Easter
1. Seen as a sign of the blasphemy of all Christians other than JWs
0. We can help
2. NWT
2. And more
0. Atheists also.
1. Dan Barker
0. Why?
2. Cross - “stauros”
0. “pole” or “stake”
0. Etymology – 
1. Consider “examine the stars”
2. Lexicon summary vs entry 
1. The Watchtower KNOWS they do this!!!
0. Image - 
0. “Impalement,” in Insight on the Scriptures (Watchtower, 1988), 1:1191
1. Clip – NewBible1
1. Clip2 – NewBible2
1. Bauer Lexicon BDAG
1. “upright pointed stake”
0. But, we must read the whole entry.
1. “a stake sunk into the earth in an upright position; a cross-piece was oft. attached to its upper part (Artem. 2, 53), so that it was shaped like a T or thus: †[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., Bauer, W., & Gingrich, F. W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed., p. 941). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.] 

2. TDNT - “In shape we find three basic forms. The cross was a vertical, pointed stake… or it consisted of an upright with a cross-beam above it… or it consisted of two intersecting beams of equal length…” (Gerhard Kittel, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament: Volume 7, 1971, p. 572).
2. Stauros - could be used for any of these.
2. So, it was certainly an option.
0.  Alexamenos Graffito
3. 1st-3rd centuries
3. Mock
1. Jesus arms outstretched on a T or + cross.
0. Early 2nd century - The Epistle of Barnabas represents the cross of Christ with a letter T
4. It would have had a crossbeam
4. He also goes on to say that Moses stretching out his hands was like Jesus  
0. Justin Martyr in the 2nd century
5. Described Jesus’ cross as having 2 beams.
0. Some of our earliest NT manuscripts of the Gospels 
6. Do something interesting with the word “stauros”
0. get rid of the middle vowels
0. put the tau (t) and rho (r) together
1. [image: https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/tau-rho.jpg]
6. Bodmer P75
6. Bodmer P66 may be as early as 200AD
0. Either the capitol or lower case t is in view.
0. Finally – 2 gospels report the sign above Jesus’ head
8. This would seem to require the lower-case t.
· Watchtower Rep IS riding on this.
· Up until 1931 it was included 
· Cross and Crown on 1912 cover of Watchtower Magazine
· Watchtower represented Jesus' death on a cross in Russell's 1914 motion picture, The Photo Drama of Creation, slide 65.
· "Jesus was crucified upon the cross" Life (1929) p.216
· 1931 Oct 3rd with cross
· 1931 Oct 15th NO cross
· 1932 booklet “What is Truth” Rutherford included this image (stake)
· "The cross of Christ is the greatest pivotal truth of the divine arrangement, from which radiate the hopes of men." The Harp of God (Rutherford) p.141
· Image from 2016 Watchtower Documentary The Kingdom 100 Years and Counting.
	
“torture stake” def. wrong.

· Do we use the cross in our worship?
· I don’t. You shouldn’t either.
· What if pagans used it first.
· Irrelevant - The Christian use comes from Jesus.
· They see the cross as NOT enough
· It is enough
· It is finished.
· Glory in the cross.
· 
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