
· I’m going to play video clips of people mocking the cross and misrepresenting what the Bible teaches about it. And I’m going to respond?
· Why?
· To disarm their rhetoric.
· Welcome.
· PSA pt 4
· Did the biblical stuff, the history stuff.
· Now the rhetoric.
· Next time – the philosophy and moral challenges to PSA
· A: the cross is important.
· What if they change what it means.
· How?
· Mockery, misrepresentation
· CLIPS
· Myth of Redemptive Violence 
· Violence redeems?!
· What?
· Justice and mercy, love and righteousness.
· So, not a blanket pass on violence in general.
· But an affirmation of justice
· Would God never use violence?
· God used violence in OT and NT
· Flood, rebellion of Korah, Sodom and Gomorrah, sacrificial system.
· Ananias and Sapphira
· Revelation!
· Demonic intuition
· Chalke - Virgins and Volcanoes
· Brian Zahnd 
· “Particularly abhorrent are those theories that portray the Father of Jesus as a pagan deity who can only be placated by the barbarism of child sacrifice. The god who is mollified by throwing a virgin into a volcano or by nailing his con to a tree is not the Abba of Jesus!”
· Is this accurate? No. 
· Terrible distortion.
· 1- true representation not just replacement
· 2- Justice not petty malice
· 3- imputation
· 4- Self-giving volunteer, not unwilling victim
· Why connect them?
· To strawman the view and get you to reject biblical teaching.
· Venting Wrath
· Here’s where they must make God petty.
· Vent
· Implies lack of self-control
· Implies that it’s not holy
· Petty
· More petty quotes
· Angry Violent Bloodthirsty
· Strawman 
· Reminder, just these elements.
· Penalty
· Justice, rightful sentence 
· Substitution 
· Representative.
· Cavey – Where did the wrath go
· God’s emotional problems?
· NOT PSA!
· No, justice.
· “will not acquit the guilty”
· Based on holiness and being the judge of the earth.
· Boyd – Sub Without Penal Rep or Trinity (straw man)
· Add penal – justice
· Add rep – rightfully standing in our place, not just jumping in front of a bullet
· Add Trinity – no divide between Father and Son. 
· It’s His wrath too!
· 2 Thessalonians 1:6–10 (ESV) 6since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 
· Boyd thinks this passage is WRONG!
· Boyd says that Paul, “seems to be satisfying the Thessalonians’ and/or his own fallen thirst for vengeance to come upon their enemies, and nothing about his socio-religious context seems to alter this impression.”
· Boyd, Gregory A.. The Crucifixion of the Warrior God: Volumes 1 & 2 (p. 589). Fortress Press. Kindle Edition.
· Anti-PSA requires the abuse of scripture.
· Boyd – Father against Son 1
· False dichotomy – appeases vs reveals God’s love
· “doesn’t say that He appeases God’s wrath”
· 1st – see God’s wrath as righteous and good. Instead of petty.
· Boyd never does! 
· He rejects those teachings.
· Says God took on an ugly appearance that wasn’t really Who He is.  
· 2nd – Romans 5:9 (ESV) 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
· His blood (sacrifice of His life) saves us from God’s wrath.
· AND reveals God’s love.
· Jn 3:16 “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son”
· Father against Son.
· PSA doesn’t – your caricature of it does.
· The whole thing is Trinitarian!
· Strips the Father of His love
· Strips the Son of His wrath and proper judgement
· John 5:22 the Father has committed “All judgment to the Son”
· Vs 28-30 in the future Jesus HIMSELF will resurrect some to condemnation 
· “Jesus ends up saving us from the Father”
· It’s the Father?
· 2 Thes 1:9-10
· More splitting the Trinity
· SPLITTING THE TRINITY 2
· It’s projecting 
· A straw man.
· Though SOME do! 
· But that’s not necessitated by PSA
· Bad analogies 1
· Kay Fairchild – father beats up big bro?
· No representation, no justice, no demonstration of righteousness.
· Just a ticked off dad.
· Bad Anologies 2
· Kill the cat
· Not PSA
· God is Father… He is also the judge.
· Heb 9:22-28
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· Terretin - “God has the claims not only of a creditor or Lord which he can assert and remit at pleasure but also the right of government and of punishment which is natural and indispensable.” “God can relax His right but not absolutely. He can do it only in so far as His justice will allow. To wit, He cannot act unjustly.”
· Romans 3:26 (ESV) 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
· Become a curse – Gal 3:10-13
· God requires murder?
· Stripped out meaning. 
· Justice, representation, imputation, demonstration of righteousness.
· Just and the justifier.
· Building a structure. Each piece matters.
· Of course it falls when you take out pieces.
· Why then murder?
· Unjust court trial…
· To demonstrate Jesus’ innocence and the nature of Him dying for other people’s sins.
· With legal categories.
· Scoffing malice not justice
· God wants to forgive… and wants justice (both of those things are good things!)
· Ignores Jesus as representative of humanity
· Focuses on why the number of thorns
· Well, perhaps the curse.
· The cross is associated with it
· So are the thorns
· Scoffing as psychological manipulation
· Embarrass you out of your theology.
· Psychological manipulation
· Monstrous.
· This get’s people. 
· What does God tell us.
· Beware “if God does this then evil”
· Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
· Did Jesus preach the gospel – Prodigal
· Why say this?
· To unhand us of all the rest of scripture!
· 1- Yes. 
· Isaiah 53 had PSA and…
· Lk 22:37
· Jesus affirmed the OT was about Him 
· Moses wrote of me
· “to fulfill the law”
· At the last supper, in Mt 26 Jesus connects His sacrifice with the Passover lamb 
· Which we saw was penal and substitutionary.
· Luke 24:25–27 (ESV) 25And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
· 2- the prodigal story
· A- deceptive about PSA
· B- the story isn’t about the whole gospel in all it’s aspects!
· Parables focus on certain things
· Pay off justice (you tell me what’s wrong with this)
· God’s own HOLINESS is ignored.
· Why? Because it helps them defeat a straw man.
· Framing with Anger Violence
· Is that what PSA says?
· No. We’re saying it shows LOVE and RIGHTEOUSNESS. Mercy and justice. Judgment and forgiveness.
· What he would need to say “I don’t believe the cross reveals that God is righteous and holy and the just judge of all”
· You see what’s wrong here
· No justice. No holiness. No goodness in God’s wrath.
· Slave to anger or consistent in character of holiness?
· These guys redefine wrath, holiness, justice
· BZ – “wrath is a biblical metaphor”
· The biblical authors wouldn’t have though that
· Assorted quotes
· ‘The cross isn’t a form of cosmic child abuse – a vengeful Father, punishing his Son for an offence he has not even committed… If the cross is a personal act of violence perpetrated by God towards humankind but borne by his Son, then it makes a mockery of Jesus’ own teaching to love your enemies…’
· Steve Chalke and Alan Mann, The Lost Message of Jesus, p. 182–3.
· ‘God did not kill Jesus. God’s action on Good Friday was to surrender his beloved Son to our system… The cross is the end of sacrifice. It’s not the appeasement of a vengeful deity but the supreme demonstration of God’s everlasting love.’
· Brian Zahnd, Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God, p. 114–115.
· For starters, if God wants to forgive us, why doesn’t he just do it? How does punishing an innocent person make things better? That just sounds like one more injustice in the cosmic equation. It sounds like divine child abuse. You know?
· Brian McLaren, The Story We Find Ourselves In (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2003) 102. For a full discussion of objections, see Erickson, Christian Theology 815-17.
· John’s Gospel famously declares, “God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son” (John 3:16). How then, have we come to believe that at the cross this God of love suddenly decides to vent his anger and wrath on his own Son? The fact is that the cross isn’t a form of cosmic child abuse—a vengeful Father, punishing his Son for an offence he has not even committed. Understandably, both people inside and outside of the church have found this twisted version of events morally dubious and a huge barrier to faith. Deeper than that, however, is that such a concept stands in total contradiction to the statement “God is love”. If the cross is a personal act of violence perpetrated by God towards humankind but borne by his Son, then it makes a mockery of Jesus’ own teaching to love your enemies and to refuse to repay evil with evil. The truth is, the cross is a symbol of love. It is a demonstration of just how far God as Father and Jesus as his Son are prepared to go to prove that love. The cross is a vivid statement of the powerlessness of love. It is a perfect example of Willard Waller’s thesis that in any relationship the one who loves most has the least power.
· Steve Chalk, The Lost Message 182-83.
· Zahnd
· 102 “It’s salvation by divine sadism”
· 9 “Is God accurately represented when depicted as a faceless remorseless white giant whose anger fuels the raging flames of hell?”  
· Not a just God who rightly condemns. 
· He wants to make the Biblical view look repulsive. 
· So you will embrace his unbiblical view.
· He is interested in shaming you into HIS new view by strawmanning the biblical view 
· NEVER interacts with the biblical view.
· 
· Effectively, he is saying “if you don’t want the white, giant, angry-God who is basically Hitler, then you need my new version of God and Jesus”
· Rejecting sacrifice OT and Jesus 
· Rejects PSA and strawmans it as “primitive child sacrifice”
· Rejects the necessity of Jesus for salvation!
· He doesn’t like God having wrath, so “the wrath of God is a biblical metaphor” pg 16
· He says God’s wrath would be petty. But it’s righteous!
· FALSE DICHOTOMIES
· Dichotomy 1
· Jesus saves us from the wrath of God.
· Romans 5:9 (ESV) 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
· 1 Thessalonians 1:10 (ESV) 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
· AND reveals God’s love.
· Jn 3:16
· Dichotomy 2
· Both.
· Inflicts on Christ
· Is 53:10 “it was the will of the Lord to crush Him”
· Is 53:6 “the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all”
· Heb 10 shows it was God’s will for Jesus to be a sacrifice for us.
· Dichotomy 3
· Both.
· We require it because of our need
· God because of His demands
· D 4
· Love or punishment 
· God didn’t kill Jesus, we did!
· It doesn’t reveal the wrath of God, it reveals the love of God
· It’s not where God judges sin, it’s where God forgives sin
· [bookmark: _GoBack]More abouts.
· More about restoring us than judging
· More about love than wrath
· More about forgiveness than punishment
· Red herrings?
· PSA isn’t the only model
· So. It’s elements are essential to the cross.
· Ironic, they affirm everything BUT
· Cavey – “truth in all of them” student “what truth is in PSA” “maybe not that one”
· Bottom line?
· Be careful who you here.
· You may not be able to dismantle their stuff, but you can notice when it’s happening.
· Right emotional response?
· Not anger at God
· Bothered that these guys would so poison people’s minds about what Jesus did for us.
