Mk series pt 65

· Dr. Bart Ehrman may have turned more Christians into atheists than anyone else alive.
· Top ten – with Richard Dawkins
· I’m taking on some of his claims. 
· Because he is INCREDIBLY persuasive, and very very wrong.
· Dr. Bart Ehrman
· Bestselling author


Mark 15:34 (NASB95) 
34At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 


Two things today – 
	Ehrmans’ claims that Mark and Luke present conflicting accounts of Jesus
	What was Jesus implying when He said “why have you forsaken me?”


Watch this three and a half minute clip and ask yourself, how would this impact those who don’t know the word really well. --- 
	It is regarding Mark’s portrayal of Jesus in the passage we are in today
	CLIP – Mark vs Luke
Ehrman’s claims
· Let’s be clear, we need to know two things
· 1- What Ehrman is concluding
· 2- How he builds supports his conclusion
· Conclusions
· CLIP – conclusions.
· In Mark 
· 1-  Jesus doesn’t know WHY this is happening
· 2 - Feels hopeless
· “Jesus goes to a painful, humiliating death, unsure of why it’s happening to Him in Mark’s Gospel”
· Jesus is in shock about what’s happening to him – didn’t expect this and doesn’t understand it.
· In Luke – “He knows what’s happening to Him, He knows why it’s happening to Him and He knows what’s going to happen after it happens to Him. He’s gonna wake up in paradise.”
· “Jesus does NOT feel forsaken in Luke’s Gospel.”
· Jesus in Mark
· We will see that Ehrman’s work is MOSTLY in misrepresenting Mark, not Luke. 
· And we will do what you can’t ever do in a debate. 
· We will take his points one at a time and consider them
· 1- Betrayed by Judas
· True, but how does this help his conclusion?
· Lk – 
· Not even a difference!
· But it could be used to imply Jesus didn’t expect it and doesn’t get why it is happening
· BUT - Jesus predicted it…. A lot.
· Mark 14:18–21 (NASB95) 
18As they were reclining at the table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly I say to you that one of you will betray Me—one who is eating with Me.” 
19They began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, “Surely not I?” 
20And He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who dips with Me in the bowl. 
21“For the Son of Man is to go just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 
· Jesus expects it and sees it as a necessary fulfillment of Scripture
· Part of the plan
· Does Mark intend us to think of Jesus as expecting betrayal but not crucifixion?
· Mark 9:31 (NASB95) 31For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, “The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three days later.” 
· Mark 10:45 (NASB95) 45“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
· Mark 14:24 (NASB95) 24And He said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 
· Isaiah 53:12 (NASB95) 12Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors. 
· Jesus knows WHAT is happening and WHY
· Ehrman says he wants us to think of what MARK is trying to say
· But he ignored much of what Mark says
· Only says “You say so” to Pilate
· Ehrman wants us to think Mark is saying that the words he records that Jesus said during the trial are the ONLY words Jesus said.
· Creates conflict
· Mark’s account is truncated
· Never says “only”
· Just that Jesus said nothing in his defense
· Mark 15:1–5 (NASB95) 
1Early in the morning the chief priests with the elders and scribes and the whole Council, immediately held a consultation; and binding Jesus, they led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate. 
2Pilate questioned Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And He answered him, “It is as you say.” 
3The chief priests began to accuse Him harshly. 
4Then Pilate questioned Him again, saying, “Do You not answer? See how many charges they bring against You!” 
5But Jesus made no further answer; so Pilate was amazed. 
· “no further ANSWER” not “didn’t say anything at all”
· No further answer in response to accusations. 
· This is consistent in Mark
· Luke is consistent with that as well
· Luke 23:1–4 (NASB95) 
1Then the whole body of them got up and brought Him before Pilate. 
2And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.” 
3So Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And He answered him and said, “It is as you say.” 
4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” 
· Vs 3 is “su legeis” – yes but not like you think.
· What? Why bring this up?
· To tell a story, a distorted story
· To see any difference as a contradiction
· Not Jesus’ total silence, but silence about a certain issue
· But Bart totally missed the POINT of Jesus’ silence.
· He sees it as SHOCK, it’s not.
· Mark is telling us Jesus dies intentionally and sacrificially.
· It alludes to Is 53:7 
· Mk 14:61 & 15:5
· The spitting and slapping of Mk 14:65 alludes to the 3rd servant song in Is 50:6
· Is 53:6 and vs 12 say he will be “handed over” (paradidonai) 
· Alluded to 10 times by Mk 9:31; 10:33; 14:10-11, 18, 21, 41-42; 15:10, 15
· Mark intends us to see Jesus in this context
· Righteous sufferer who dies for others, thereby saving them, and overcomes
· My goodness, look at this!
· Note what Jesus says when He is arrested.
· Mark 14:48–49 (NASB95) 48And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me, as you would against a robber? 
49“Every day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize Me; but this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures.” 
· Knowing He was being betrayed according to Scripture, knowing He would be crucified as well, 
· Mark 14:62 (NASB95) 62And Jesus said, “I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 
· He knows what happens after. Agony, not despair
· Ehrman claims Jesus says nothing on the way to the cross
· One would think Mark must indicate somehow that Jesus says nothing during this time
· Let’s read Mark on this
· Mark 15:20–25 (NASB95) 
20After they had mocked Him, they took the purple robe off Him and put His own garments on Him. And they led Him out to crucify Him. 
21They pressed into service a passer-by coming from the country, Simon of Cyrene (the father of Alexander and Rufus), to bear His cross. 
22Then they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull. 
23They tried to give Him wine mixed with myrrh; but He did not take it. 
24And they crucified Him, and divided up His garments among themselves, casting lots for them to decide what each man should take. 
25It was the third hour when they crucified Him. 
· “They” over and over.
· They mocked him
· They put a purple robe on him
· They led Him out to crucify Him
· They made Simon carry Jesus’ cross
· They brought Him to Golgotha
· They tried to give Him wine and myrrh
· They crucified Him
· They took His garments
· They crucified Him
· What do we know of what Jesus did at this time, from Mark?
· Vs 23 - He did not drink the wine mixed with myrrh
· Says nothing on the cross
· Is that so?
· Mark 15:25–34 (NASB95) 
25It was the third hour when they crucified Him. 
26The inscription of the charge against Him read, “THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 
27They crucified two robbers with Him, one on His right and one on His left. 
28And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And He was numbered with transgressors.” 
29Those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads, and saying, “Ha! You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 
30save Yourself, and come down from the cross!” 
31In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes, were mocking Him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. 
32“Let this Christ, the King of Israel, now come down from the cross, so that we may see and believe!” Those who were crucified with Him were also insulting Him. 
33When the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour. 
34At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
· Same focus on what “they” did to Jesus and not what Jesus said or did
· Jesus, according to Mark, is on the cross for 6 hours.
· He skips 3 hours
· Eisegesis
· Like saying “what’s not mentioned didn’t happen”
· Based on Mark’s account, could Jesus have said more stuff?
· YES
· Just not stuff to get Himself out of being crucified.
· Luke is consistent with this
· Conclusion: Jesus is in shock
· Ehrman has projected the attitude of Peter to Jesus
· So Jesus didn’t expect this
· Jesus doesn’t understand why it’s happening
· A possible rescue for Ehrman
· The “historical” edited Jesus
· Often resulting in weird versions of Jesus
· But NO
· Ehrman specifically says this is MARK’S portrayal and emphasis
· CLIP – In Mark
· Messianic revelation of Mark
· He will suffer and die for our sins!
· Jesus gets it. He’s the ONLY one!
· Everyone mocks Jesus
· Seemingly to reinforce that Jesus doesn’t know what’s going on or why, as OPPOSED to Luke
· Luke 22:63–65 (NASB95) 
63Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking Him and beating Him, 
64and they blindfolded Him and were asking Him, saying, “Prophesy, who is the one who hit You?” 65And they were saying many other things against Him, blaspheming. 
· Luke 23:11 (NASB95) 
11And Herod with his soldiers, after treating Him with contempt and mocking Him, dressed Him in a gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate. 
· Luke 23:21 (NASB95) 
21but they kept on calling out, saying, “Crucify, crucify Him!” 
· To be fair, Ehrman could point to a crowd in Luke that seems absent in Mark
· Luke 23:27 (NASB95) 27And following Him was a large crowd of the people, and of women who were mourning and lamenting Him. 
· Could say “that’s not in Mark!” 
· True… but
· Mark shows Jesus had a large following in Jerusalem (see Palm Sunday)
· There are indications that the crowd saying “crucify Him” were planted by the Jewish leaders and don’t represent all of Jerusalem
· Mark also highlights women who followed Jesus from the cross, to the tomb. 
· Mark 15:40–41 (NASB95) 
40There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome. 
41When He was in Galilee, they used to follow Him and minister to Him; and there were many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem. 
· Different emphasis? Yes. 
· Contradictory account? No.
· The cry = Mk 15:34 “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?”
· Jesus doesn’t know why He is dying
· But this totally ignores everything else Jesus has said and Mark’s whole emphasis on the TRUE function of the Messiah.
· We will return to that.
· EVERY other point has been refuted.

· Jesus in Luke
· On the way, Jesus is not silent, but thinking of others more than Himself
· Luke 23:28 (NASB95) 28But Jesus turning to them said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 
· Mark has these women but doesn’t say much about them
· Does Mark also show Jesus’ concern for others in light of His own death?
· Mark 10:45 (NASB95) 45“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
· Mark 14:27–28 (NASB95) 
27And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, because it is written, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.’ 
28“But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 
· Garden - Mark 14:38 (NASB95) 38“Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
· On the cross, Jesus prays for others to be forgiven
· Mk 2 – one of the first miracles is Jesus healing a paralytic to prove that He has authority to forgive sins.
· The Isaiah 53 connection in Mark
· Mark 10:45 (NASB95) 45“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
· This is the whole purpose of the cross.
· In Luke Jesus prays for others to be forgiven 
· In Mark and Luke Jesus DIES for others to be forgiven.
· Different, not contradictory
· Only one thief mocks Jesus
· The other gets a promise
· Absent in Mark but not contradictory.
· 6 hours on the cross
· What happens in Lk looks like a conversion moment.
· – What Luke has Jesus saying that Mark doesn’t
· Luke 23:46 (NASB95) 46And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” Having said this, He breathed His last. 
· Mark – Mark 15:34 (NASB95) 34At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
· But, there’s more in Mark
· Mark 15:37–39 (NASB95) 
37And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last. 
38And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
39When the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the way He breathed His last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 
· Even in Mark there seems to be CONTENT in the cry
· We just aren’t told what it is
· Confirmation – it’s after this cry that the centurion declares belief
· Again, if Mark intended us to think Jesus is saying He is hopelessly forsaken why did it convert the centurion?
· Conclusion: He knows what’s happening, why and that He has future hope.
· Yes, but not without the mockery, shame and agony
· Ehrman’s Conclusion: Jesus does NOT feel forsaken in Luke’s Gospel
· Well… Luke doesn’t say that
· In Luke Jesus has already predicted this.
· Being mocked, being betrayed, being scourged, being crucified
· And the Garden Scene is similar
· Luke 22:41–44 (NASB95) 
41And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and began to pray, 
42saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” 
43Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him. 
44And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground. 
· Now known to be a real and rare medical condition
· Forsaken in the sense of dying for our sins?
· Yes
· Luke 22:37 (NASB95) 37“For I tell you that this which is written must be fulfilled in Me, ‘And He was numbered with transgressors’; for that which refers to Me has its fulfillment.” 
· Jesus quotes Isaiah 53
· which has the full nuance
· Given over to death for the sins of others

If you take info from both Gospels to get a fuller picture, then you RUIN the emphasis of each one. 
· Ehrman ruins the emphasis of each one. 
· To twist their meaning and undermine faith in Christ
PSALM 22
It is CENTRAL to Dr. Ehrman’s case that he interprets Jesus’ cry of dereliction without reference to Psalm 22 as a whole
Ehrman on the Ps 22 connection
· 2 big claims from E about this – 
· 1- Ps 22 wasn’t seen as messianic 
· 2- Jesus is only thinking of Ps 22:1 and being forsaken, He is not thinking of the whole Psalm or the end which speak of vindication not just suffering. 
· “Jesus is silent the entire time, as if in shock, until his cry at the end, echoing Psalm 22. I take his question to God to be a genuine one. He genuinely wants to know why God has left him like this. A very popular interpretation of the passage is that since Jesus quotes Psalm 22:1, he is actually thinking of the ending of the Psalm, where God intervenes and vindicates the suffering psalmist. I think this is reading way too much into the passage and robs the “cry of dereliction,” as it is called, of all its power. The point is that Jesus has been rejected by everyone: betrayed by one of his own, denied three times by his closest follower, abandoned by all his disciples, rejected by the Jewish leaders, condemned by the Roman authorities, mocked by the priests, the passersby, and even by the two others being crucified with him. At the end he even feels forsaken by God Himself. Jesus is absolutely in the depths of despair and heart-wrenching anguish, and that’s how he dies. Mark is trying to say something by this portrayal. He doesn’t want his readers to take solace in the fact that God was really there providing Jesus with physical comfort. He dies in agony, unsure of the reason he must die.”
· Ehrman, Bart D.. Jesus, Interrupted (pp. 65-66). HarperOne. Kindle Edition.
· Strawman – that Jesus is either thinking of the beginning or ending of Psalm 22. He could be thinking of the whole Psalm.
· It can be a genuine question but couched in Psalm 22 so that the answer is there as well.
· As Mark presents it… incredible suffering AND knowing the future 
· How Jesus uses the OT
· Continually rewards those who go back to look up the text
· My Mark series.
· Too many coincidences for Mark NOT to be thinking of Ps 22
· Gambling for his clothes
· Psalm 22:18 (NASB95) 18They divide my garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots. 
· Mark 15:24 (NASB95) 24And they crucified Him, and divided up His garments among themselves, casting lots for them to decide what each man should take. 
· Wagging heads
· Psalm 22:7 (NASB95) 7All who see me sneer at me; They separate with the lip, they wag the head, saying, 
· Mark 15:29a (NASB95) 29Those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads, 
· What they said
· Psalm 22:8 (NASB95) 8“Commit yourself to the Lord; let Him deliver him; Let Him rescue him, because He delights in him.”
· Mark 15:31–32 (NASB95) 31In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes, were mocking Him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. 32“Let this Christ, the King of Israel, now come down from the cross, so that we may see and believe!” Those who were crucified with Him were also insulting Him. 
· Crucifixion FITS as well
· See my video - 
· PLEASE watch it
· Mk may actually allude to the end of Ps 22 as well!
· Psalm 22:27 (NASB95) 27All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, And all the families of the nations will worship before You. 
· Mark 15:39 (NASB95) 39When the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the way He breathed His last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 
· Note that immediately a Gentile is converted
· But, they say this is Mark, not Jesus
· Jesus knows Scripture, why isolate it?
· Again, Ehrman is claiming MARK doesn’t intend for us to read Jesus’ cry in context of Ps 22
· Normal rabbinic style
· To quote the first part of a passage implying the whole
· If Jesus WANTS to show abandonment with no concept of future hope, there are OTHER passages He can quote.
· Let’s not run from the context.
· How a “confusion and despair” reading ignore Mark’s context
· Jesus see Himself as Isaiah’s suffering servant
· He knows He must die, He knows WHY, still He dreads it.
· Jesus predicts His resurrection and His future coming in judgment.
· ALL of Ps 22 fits the understanding of Jesus MUCH better
· Ehrman’s interpretation is in CONFLICT with Mk, not from Mk.
· For NUMEROUS reasons we should not isolate Jesus’ quote of Ps 22:1 from the rest of the Psalm
· Mark intends us to see the whole Psalm
· Jesus says He will die and rise according to the Scriptures 
· Then, on the cross, He quotes Psalm 22.

We should not disregard the incredible suffering of Jesus.
	Spiritual, physical, the lowest of lows

But, we must see what Mark is trying to show us
	This is how God saves us.
	We must also not be too quick to embrace skeptical scholarship
		We often assume non-believers are unbiased
			Ehrman has mislead many.

Pray then BIG announcement a new free resource we’ve made for you.

· Web site
· Recent videos 
· Series 
· Search feature
· Word of faith
· Nephilim
· Future judgment
· backsliding

Ps 22- video – https://youtu.be/eq8oaOix3rs 
Next time – burial and the empty tomb.


· Ehrman on whether Psalm 22 was Messianic at ALL
· Regarding Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53, he says, “And you can see by reading them for yourself, in fact the word messiah never occurs in them.”
· Ehrman, Bart D.. How Jesus Became God (p. 117). HarperOne. Kindle Edition.
· E from “How Jesus Became God”
· “My point here is that no Jew before Christianity was on the scene ever interpreted such passages as referring to the messiah.”
· Ehrman, Bart D.. How Jesus Became God (p. 117). HarperOne. Kindle Edition.
· How many Jewish commentaries on Psalm 22 from before Christianity exist?
· None
· Two of the DSS have references to Ps 22
· Both are hard to understand but seem to be eschatological and more corporate
· In LXX Ps 22 has the heading “for the end” - εἰς τὸ τέλος
· Perhaps showing they viewed this Psalm as eschatological 
· Almost every Psalm Mk uses to refer to Jesus as the righteous sufferer has this heading in the LXX
· What’s Ehrman’s implication?
· That the Messianic view of Ps 22 is uniquely Christian and Jewish interpreters reveal that it’s forced.
· The premise of the NT is that prophecy made sense in light of Christ, not that everything was expected.
· Jesus fits Ps 22 quite well.
· LINK - 
· Rashi – perhaps the most important Jewish interpreter in the middle ages 
· …Rashi explains verse 26[ 27] with reference to “the time of our redemption in the days of our Messiah,” then interprets verses 27– 29[ 28– 30] with reference to the Gentile nations turning to the Lord, the end of the age, and the final judgment.
· Brown, Michael L.. Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus : Volume 3: Messianic Prophecy Objections (p. 118). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition.
· Pesikta Rabbati
· Pesikta Rabbati, the famous eighth-century midrash, put some of the words of this psalm on the lips of the suffering Messiah (called Ephraim, but associated with the son of David), citing Psalm 22: 8, 13– 14, and 16 in the context of Messiah’s sufferings. In fact, the midrash explicitly states that “it was because of the ordeal of the son of David that David wept, saying My strength is dried up like a potsherd (Ps. 22: 16).” Did you catch that? According to this respected Rabbinic homily, David described the Messiah’s sufferings in Psalm 22!
· Brown, Michael L.. Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus : Volume 3: Messianic Prophecy Objections (p. 121). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition.
· Finally, if Jesus wanted to show abandonment without future hope there are other passages He could quote
· Summarize my points
· Ehrman’s claim goes WAY beyond the evidence
· Ehrman’s implication that Jews didn’t view Psalm 22 as Messianic is shown to be wrong by later Jews who could have had motive to reject this view but still held to it. In particular, RASHI!
[bookmark: _GoBack]


For “My God, My God why have you forsaken me?” https://youtu.be/RfbFL9XMvQs - start at 12:35
