Title ideas
· Why We Can’t Think Biblically about Women in Ministry
· We bypass the Bible
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· I spent months to study the topic of women in ministry…
· Months.
· It hurt my YT channel, 
· Took so long because I had to read so much!
· You likely have no idea… but you’ll see.
· A series because there are so many different issues, and passages of Scripture to consider.
· everything the Bible says about the role of women in ministry
· I’m entering into a massive debate
· People are well-entrenched on their side
· The biggest problem in the Women in Ministry debate
· People can’t listen to the Bible on this topic
· Because we have methods of bypassing it entirely
· Philosophy, rhetoric, tradition, stories of church hurt, fears of modern feminism
· 7 huge mistakes that I see people (and scholars) make
· Since this is a series
· Important things to tell you about how it’s going to be done.
· Do women and men have different roles in the church?
· C- equal in value, different in role
· Esp. elder
· E- no difference in role
· Women can be elders or anything else
· Are they equal in value but different in role or are they 
· How I view this topic – 
· 1- it’s a secondary issue
· Wherever you fall on this topic. You’re still a Christian.
· Sincere believers on both sides. 
· Genuinely seeking to honor Christ even if some of them are wrong on this.
· Not worth dividing over
· 2- But it’s HUGE in application
· Your ministry, your marriage, your whole church
· What church you’re willing to attend
· Obviously women pastors
· Deacons?
· Youth leaders?
· Worship leaders?
· Non-pastoral teachers
· SCENE 
· WT – Krista Bontrager
· WT – Krista 2
· Jen Wilkin (Josh Lewis trusts)
· Elizabeth Lewis Hall
· JL also trusts
· She has an article against “benevolent sexism” and is opposed to carrying things for women that they could carry themselves. 
· Women theologians
· SCENE - NP
· Nancy Pearcey
· NP – 1
· NP – 2 
· Seminary teachers
· Authors
· SCENE – NC
· NC- Book
· First book I’ve endorsed… was that ok?
· Guest on Sunday morning?
· SCENE – Joni
· JET – on stage
· Joni Eareckson Tada
· Bloggers
· Podcasts
· YT channels
· SCENE - AC
· Alisa Childers
· YT interview?
· VID – Interview Ladies
· Board member of a parachurch ministry?
· Evangelist?
· Conference speaker?
· Vote for a woman president?
· Woman who works while the man stays home?
· Business owners? Bosses?
· Can a woman correct a man’s theology?
· Can a woman serve communion?
· Pragmatically, it’s a huge issue that impacts lives in a big way
· While I wouldn’t divide over it… really… it is really important.
· 3- You’re not sure
· But you still have to make choices about it 
· Churches are forced to make decisions on this issue whether they understand it or not!
· It seems that 80% in my area have women pastors.
· 4- I wasn’t sure
· “what if there’s solid arguments I just haven’t heard?”
· “what if I’m wrong and people trust me, and I give life-changing advice?”
· Teachers judged more strictly.
· So I wouldn’t answer
· “read the passages”
· 5- hotly debated topic right now
· More written on this recently, from Christian scholars, than probably any other issue
· Confession
· I wanted to be egalitarian (no role differences in ministry dependent on gender)
· but I couldn’t.
· but I agree that we see many abuses and misunderstandings in complementarian churches (equal in value different in role)
· do a self-assessment
· Unable to be moved?
· Are you pushing yourself one way or the other?
· Are you willing to follow the Bible?
· After months... I’m ready
· Follow an egalitarian path

Overview 
1. Bypassing the Bible - Bad logic in the “women in ministry” debate.
2. Does Genesis 1-3 support male authority?
3. Women in leadership in the OT
a. Egalitarian scholars will often say that women have been in positions of leadership through the entire OT. And that complementarians focus just on 1 Tim 2 and ignore.
b. Belleville – women are affirmed in spiritual leadership roles in the OT
c. This is neglected by many Cs.
4. Women in the NT
a. Apostles, elders, deacons, teachers.
b. Examples, not explicit teaching.
i. Was Junia a female apostle?
1. If so, doesn’t that prove it
5. “no male or female” as the ultimate proof
a. Galatians 3:28 (ESV) 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
b. Many Es see this as the ultimate proof
6. Are husbands the head of their wives? 
a. Most Es reject this or redefine it
b. Kephale – massive debate
7. 1 Cor 11- head coverings
a. Yep a whole study on it.
8. 1 Cor 14 – women being silent in the church
9. 1 Tim 2 – THE passage
a. Many Cs see this as the ultimate proof 
b. Paul says he doesn’t permit a woman to teach or have authority over a man..
i. Ties it to creation.
ii. What does it mean
iii. VERY involved.
10. Application – what should a woman say yes to while being faithful to the Bible?
a. In ministry, in parachurch stuff, YT channel, podcast, Sunday morning service, women theologians, seminary profs, authors, women pastors, etc.
· When it’s all done, video map below (on YT)
· Possibly massive video – timestamps.
· BibleThinker.org
· All free
· Now, let’s get into the meat.
· A lot of people are bypassing the Bible on this issue.
· Some people hold their views not because of the Bible but because of philosophical beliefs they bring to the Bible and the topic of WIM.
· We can be committed to beliefs before consulting Scripture. 
· Then a debate about the Bible is pointless.
· A word to women in ministry
· “I am a woman in ministry”
· Not questioning your heart
· Or your ministry impact
· I’m not calling you a false teacher!!!
· I have no control or authority over your life.
· If you say “I know I’m called” as the answer to this issue.
· You bypass the Bible
· My advice
· Set all those other concerns aside for now. 
· Just evaluate the passages in their historical and biblical context
· So you can keep yourself from having conclusions from outside the Bible that can be forced onto the Bible.
7 huge mistakes
· 1- “My life experience answers the question”
· “A woman pastor ministered to truth and love of God to me”
· “I got saved by listening to a woman pastor”
· A way of bypassing the Bible.
· OR “Women have frequently been false teachers!”
· Bypasses the Bible.
· 2- “It’s the evils of feminism”
· Even if you are right, Bible study is dead.
· Stow it for now… examine Scripture and THEN ask this question.
·  3- “It’s the evils of patriarchy”
· Even if you are right this will kill your Bible study
· 4- Equality of personhood does not rule out differences in roles
· Dr. Rebekkah Groothuis
· PIC – GN
· GrAlso PIC –DBE Chapter 20 in Discovering Biblical Equality.
· Schreiner, “The basic point of Rebecca Merrill Groothuis’s book Good News for Women is that one cannot logically posit both equality of personhood and differences in role.”
· Two Views, 288
· The author builds a case that saying women are not to exercise leadership over men (though she speaks as though all leadership is banned) makes women less human than men.
· She, a philosopher, presents this as a syllogism.
· PIC – Syl 
· Pg 410 of DBE
· 1. If the permanent, comprehensive, and ontologically grounded subordination of women is justified, then women are inferior persons. 
· 2. Women are not inferior persons. 
· 3. Therefore women’s subordination is not justified.
· First I’ll analyze it
· Then I’ll explain why even if you think she is right, it bypasses the Bible
· I agree with number 2
· Though submissive role and inferior personhood are different things.
· Not to R. Groothuis
· 1. Not permanent
· Duration is limited
· As long as marriage lasts
· This speck of a life 
· Then an eternity of ruling. 
· Romans 8:17 (ESV) 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
· Why does duration matter?
· Certainly most humans will never be elders
· 1. Not comprehensive
· Comprehensive because it isn’t limited in scope
· Groothuis thinks that “There is no area in which a woman has any authority, privilege, or opportunity that a man is denied.” Pg 422
· What? She can’t choose what to eat, wear, laugh at, what hobbies to have, what commands to give her kids? 
· Why is male authority = complete comprehensive control over every area of her life? If this is overreach on her part then her pushback to the analogy of the Levitical priesthood on pg 422 fails.
· A woman is to believe in and follow Christ regardless of how many times a husband tells her not to!  
· Only the most extreme version of complementarianism might hold this view.
· Not my version.
· So it is only an argument against SOME complementarian views, not all.
· Groothuis regularly speaks as though all women are submissive to all men and ignores relational aspects of a wife submitting to ONE man, her husband, or everyone in the church submitting to the elders in some respects. Instead, she speaks so generally that it is as if every man has authority over every woman in every way. 
· Scope is limited.
· 1 Cor 7 says she has authority over her husband’s body
·  The man isn’t the boss of her whole life. Just family decisions or community ones in the church. 
· She also obeys God rather than man. And he isn’t the mediator of her relationship with God. She can rebel in situations that warrant it.
· It’s only to her husband and a few men in the local assembly, which the whole church submits to and not just her.
· 1. Not ontologically grounded
· Cs say “it’s just role” she says “that’s nature”
· In short, I think the core of her argument is that if ROLE is assigned to everyone with a gender then it is no longer ROLE and it simply is inferior nature.
· This appears to be a result of Rebecca Gruthuis’ definition of “human”. 
· She considers higher rational functions (which include decision making) as intrinsically human. 
· Then she reasons that not allowing women to do this by virtue of them being women is inherently dehumanizing. 
· I don’t see why human capacities, if left unexpressed in some sphere, makes someone less human. 
· I don’t see why leadership over MEN specifically is required to say that one is engaging in higher rational capacities as a human.
· But I don’t see why the potential of a role can’t be associated with everyone who has a particular being without making them more or less human.
· Levites
· 1- permanent 
· She says, not really, I say, yes.
· 2- not based on ability but based on nature 
· By virtue of not being Levites genetically, they can’t do it.
· 3- a special role with authority
· She says prophets were a better example of this
· But…
· Prophets are rare, Levites are regular
· Levites did have authority to teach and administer as spiritual mediators under the Law
· Prophets are hard to access, yet Levites are everywhere (spread throughout the land)
· Schreiner, “Groothuis and other egalitarians are faced with the daunting prospect of saying that Israelites who could never serve as priests are of less dignity and value than those who were qualified for the priesthood. Complementarians are spared such a problematic conclusion, for we acknowledge that a permanent difference in role (the tribe of Joseph could never serve as priests) does not mean those who cannot fill that role (descendants of Joseph) are of lesser worth or dignity.”
· Two Views, 289
· Only a son of David could be a rightful king of Israel
· On Groothuis’ view this seems to say all others are less human because they lack the potential to work their way into that top leadership role by virtue of their nature even if they have the skills to do it well. 
· Israel was God’s chosen 
· Is that inequality?
· Other nations, even if they love God and serve Him skillfully, can’t qualify.
· “temporary?” 
· But it’s permanent for many generations.
· They are less human on Groothuis’ view
· There’s a possibility that is ignored by Groothuis.
· Role can be associated with being/nature, but not from being/nature,
· it comes from assignment by the will of God.
· Levites, Davidic descendants, Israel
· Perhaps 
· its just to picture Christ and the church
· Or it’s better for society in general to have this kind of order
· Or God has other reasons that aren’t about women being less human.
· Groothuis rejects the possibility that this is about reinforcing God’s order in the home or church or picturing Christ and His relationship to the church. 
· So that is ignored.
· How it makes theology and the Bible irrelevant
· Pic – Groo conclusion
· Woman’s inferior role cannot be defended by the claim that it is ontologically distinct from woman’s equal being. In female subordination, being determines role, and role defines being; thus, there can be no real distinction between the two. If the one is inferior, so must be the other. If, on the other hand, woman is not less than man in her personal being, then neither can there be any biblical or theological warrant for woman’s permanent, comprehensive, and ontologically grounded subordination to man’s authority. - Discovering Biblical Equality (p. 428). InterVarsity Press. Kindle Edition.
· Even if you agree with her
· See how it kills interpretation.
· Two options
· The Bible supports egalitarian views
· Or the Bible is wrong
· It’s like those who say “The Trinity can’t be true because it’s philosophically contradictory”
· The problem is that Scripture can’t correct you.
· Payne says some things that relate to this somewhat. 
· PIC – Payne book
· He argues that if we are equal in Christ then we can’t exclude anyone from leadership based on gender
· Groothuis’ point is about being equal in humanity
· Payne’s is about being equal in Christ
· PIC – Payne qt
· Man and Woman, 102
· “If such distinctions of roles are based on the gifts and callings of individual believers, they would not violate that equality, but if every member of a group is automatically excluded from leadership or teaching in the church simply by virtue of their gender, yes, that would necessarily violate that equality.” – Man and Woman, p. 102
· My short answers
· 1- it’s about calling, not nature
· 2- It seems to make elders “more Christian”
· 3- SOLUTION: Only those things which EVERY believer has can be said to be something EVERY believer needs in order to be equal in Christ.
· 4- it kills Bible study
· Only two options are left – interpret the Bible egalitarian OR say the Bible is immoral on this issue.
· 5- Some say complementarianism leads to abuse and is therefore bad
· “Abusive behavior toward women rules out differences in roles”
· They don’t say it outright, but it’s there. The rhetoric is there.
· Story driven theology
· Beth Allison Barr’s book is carried by these stories
· PIC - MBW
· INTRO - My husband was fired after he challenged church leadership over the issue of women in ministry. The Making of Biblical Womanhood (p. 3).
· The sends them away with salt in the wounds. Pushing them into silence about what’s really going on
· They must leave the youth they’ve disciple for 14 years
· They lose friends
· “I could feel the raw edges of grief, anger, and righteous indignation rising up inside me”
· Beth Allison Barr sees the hurt and pain she experienced and which is in countless other stories she tells in her book, as caused by complementarianism
· You can’t separate the issues.
· You won’t read her book without feeling it… 
· C is bad. 
· C hurts people, especially women. 
· And any attempt to separate C from abusive C is impossible.
· An example of how this works… how stories are used to overrule our thinking.
· It’s about a C student she had while teaching history as a professor in a university
· “One student was particularly vocal. He was theologically conservative and expressed concern about my choice to continue teaching as a wife and mother (especially as a pastor’s wife). He challenged me so often in the classroom that I took to rewriting lecture material, trying to minimize his disruptions. I wasn’t successful. Once the student suggested that I clear my teaching material with my husband before presenting it to my classroom. This both angered and unnerved me. It angered me that he thought it appropriate to suggest that I submit my teaching materials to the authority of my husband. It unnerved me because every semester I worried about how my vocation as a female professor clashed with conservative Christian expectations about female submission.” Barr, Beth Allison. The Making of Biblical Womanhood (pp. 16-17). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition.
· But can’t we separate abusive patriarchy from biblical views?
· She responds to Russell Moore who wants to say that C isn’t abusive or the same as patriarchy. 
· While he [Russell Moore] writes that “Scripture demolishes the idea that women, in general, are to be submissive to men, in general,” he explains wifely submission as cultivating “a voluntary attitude of recognition toward godly leadership.”14 Thus his general attitude remains unchanged: women should not submit to men in general (pagan patriarchy), but wives should submit to their husbands (Christian patriarchy). Nice try, I thought. Tell that to my conservative male student. Because that student considered me to be under the authority of my husband, he was less willing to accept my authority over him in a university classroom. No matter how much Moore wants to separate “pagan patriarchy” from “Christian patriarchy,” he can’t. Both systems place power in the hands of men and take power away from women. Both systems teach men that women rank lower than they do. Both systems teach women that their voices are worth less than the voices of men. - Barr, Beth Allison. The Making of Biblical Womanhood (pp. 17-18). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition.
· Nah, nuance is gone. Distinctions are gone.
· Do you want to remove abuse from C? No. 
· DBE has a whole chapter about it
· PIC – Dom abuse ch 20 DBE
· PIC – Domestic abuse
· DBE 595
· I’ve done DV counseling, certified
· I know
· We’d have to reject all
· Government
· Church authority
· Bosses
· Human abuse authority, but God can say how it is to be done right.
· Baby vs bathwater.
· I think that abuse can be addressed without it being proof of egalitarian views.
· But if it is, then that’s not a biblical argument. 
· It bypasses the Bible
· The real problem with this…
· Again, we’ve already decided what God must say. Next, find a way for the Bible to say it. 
· Don’t dismiss the power of this sort of bias in the Christian committed to the Bible. 
· Like Cs saying	
· “divorce rates and dysfunctional homes are from Es”
· “women false teachers are from Es”
· Again, we’ve already decided what God must say. Next, find a way for the Bible to say it. 
· Don’t dismiss the power of this sort of bias in the Christian committed to the Bible. 
· 6- A similar problem is thinking that submission is evil automatically, even if it doesn’t cause DV
· I see this belief permeating egalitarian readings. It’s the unproven and unexplained assumption of SO many who talk about this stuff. 
· Linda Belleville – there is no authority of individuals in the church
· Not apostles, not elders, nobody.
· I’ll deal with that later in the series but…
· Scripture cannot correct you if you think submission is inherently wrong, oppressive and just plain bad.
· Lynn Cohick makes an unexpected statement in Discovering Biblical Equality, pg. 196-7
· “Thus, submission in and of itself is not a negative posture in the ancient world; today, Western cultures devalue it while they promote individualism and independence.”
· We have a tendency to demonize submission in our culture
· 7-  pick one passage to rule the rest or let the rest rule the one.
· I see it on both sides!
· Cs – 1 Tim 2
· Es – Gal 3:18  
· Schreiner, “I do not believe the issue relates to which texts are “more fundamental” or which texts “control the discussion.” Such a view assumes that one set of texts functions as a prism by which the other set of texts is viewed.”
· Two Views, p. 269
· We need a unified look at all of Scripture
· That stops us from misinterpreting, ignoring biblical teaching, or creating abuse situations.
· SO MUCH balance in all of Scripture.
· That’s what I’m excited about going into this series 
· 3 other things I won’t do.
· I won’t submit Scripture to culture
· Very tempting
· I want to build bridges
· I won’t play games with polemic or moral pressure
· Just accurate understanding of biblical passages
· You can expect this whole series to be a lot easier to listen to than a lot of other stuff on this topic.
· I won’t be God’s PR department
· Too much concern with making Christianity palatable causes problems 
· We miss its focus
· We avoid certain truths
· We fail to confront false beliefs
· This video series is for those who want to submit to God
· Price of entry
· “If the Bible does affirm some form of complementarianism will I submit and trust that it is a good thing?”
· “If the Bible teaches egalitarian views am I willing to champion those views and change my mind?”
· SO MUCH of the debate is based on these errors!
· Bypass the Bible
· What’s next - Now, we can think biblically…
· Next – Gen 1-3
· Is female subordination in the creation or fall? 
· If so, how?
· Adam was made first
· But Eve was the climax of creation
· Adam named Eve
· But that’s not him exercising authority, it’s him recognizing his equal
· Adam is blamed more for the fall
· But Eve is given dominion over the earth just as much as Adam
· Eve is told her husband will rule over her
· But that’s a curse! We shouldn’t propagate it!
· And maybe it never meant that in the first place
· Hear both sides.
· Think biblically
· Hear best arguments
· Unashamedly embrace God’s word
· Survey the whole Bible on this topic
· You make your own choices
