· My mom – appendicitis - 
What is it really about? 
· Time
· Beyond countless complaints against evangelical Christianity, many of which are valid.
· Beyond obvious political commitments
· What is at its heart?
· Some idea? Some belief?
· Something they don’t talk about, but, it explains the symptoms.
Symptoms vs disease
· Right now, leaders in PC movement to help us “gather the symptoms”
· diagnose “the cause”
· Because then we can help people.
· Symptoms
· Churches get it, Christians get it… frequently they die.
· Attendance
· Doctrine
· “faith” is celebrated.. sort-of. But “The faith” is not.
· Seen as immature, naïve, even oppressive
· “the faith”
· 1 Timothy 4:1 (NASB95) 1But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons
· Jude 3 (NASB95) 3Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 
· Not just “lists of right beliefs”
· Things we believe about WHO God is, what He’s done for us and what He tells us.
· It’s relational. – doctrine.
· Abandoning doctrine is
· Tolerated
· often celebrated.
· Courageous to give up the resurrection
· Major influencers?
· Who influences it?
· Author Jen Hatmaker, Rob Bell, Brandan Robertson, Jon Pavlovitz, Brian Zahnd, 
· Scholar Pete Enns
· Popular women’s author Glennon Doyle
· Richard Rohr
· Real consistent
· But they don’t last
· Most aren’t that big.
· They don’t maintain their audience
· It’s a way out for many – for others, it’s not.
· Hyper-Critical of most Christianity, esp. evangelical or fundamentalism
· Purity culture
· Made us ashamed of sex
· Blamed women for men’s lust issues
· Gender views = oppression of women and great harm to them
· Evangelicals = too political, trump shills
· Avoids therapy
· anti-science
· Some truth in all of these.
· But they use these to cast off biblical teaching.
· POWERFUL PR
· Opens the door to a new way
· apologizing won’t help much
· Because something ELSE is at the heart of PC.
· Jesus – VARIETY!
· Rohr – pantheistic cosmic Christ
· “Christ” is the spirit that is embedded in and makes up everything in the universe
· Jesus is one supreme sample of it.
· Others – Jesus is just another good spiritual teacher
· Though his actual teachings are selectively used
· Others – Jesus is basically orthodox
· How can they hold together with such different views of Jesus?
· Because Jesus is NOT central to their religion. 
· Focusing on Jesus will help some!
· But many won’t care.
· Because Jesus is NOT at the heart of PC
· Just another symptom.
· LGBT
· HUGE issue
· “the church” is responsible for suicides, depression, misery, alienation and forced celibacy
· They don’t see this as a compromise but like a mama bear defending her cubs.
· We can try to make a case…
· 1- The Bible is consistent on LGB issues.
· 2- Scholars agree
· 3- Church history agrees
· 4- Love doesn’t mean approval and agreement
· Certainly, they don’t hold that view consistently
· 5- Loving them is encouraging them toward truth, not confusion, or sin.
· Jen Hatmaker – NYT Best seller - Fierce, Free, and Full of Fire: The Guide to Being Glorious You
· “I lack all objectivity. I evaluate the merit of every idea based on how it bears upon actual people. . . . [W]hen “loving God” results in pain, exclusion, harm, or trauma to people, then we are absolutely doing the first part wrong. It is not God in error but us.”
· Love – 
· You’re missing the greatest command!
· They define love different than Jesus would.
· Love me, obey my commands
· Love = choosing God over people
· Jon Pavlovitz, “If God is Love, Don’t Be a Jerk” p. 95
· “It doesn’t matter how much phobic Christians sincerely believe they’re “loving sinners,” if they ignore the pain expressed to them by LGBTQ human beings—and it doesn’t matter if they tell themselves that they’re just confronting immoral behavior in the name of God, if the methods they use inflict greater injury.”
· Story-telling as truth making
· Gay man who felt outcast, depressed suicidal, until finding love and acceptance in a PC community
· What about counter stories?
· They are doubted or seen as “good for you”
· Bible says it’s wrong? Unnatural and harmful? Brings judgment and pain?
· No, these stories prove that wrong.
· THIS is a key symptom!
· Theology
· Heaven, who knows
· Hell
· Doesn’t exist or it’s a metaphor for the need for realization
· Universalism
· This too is a symptom
· Inconsistencies
· We don’t have doctrine…. But we do 
· God is as defined by you
· Just don’t argue or pressure others
· But they do. Big time
· Don’t be political pawns
· But they are
· More political
· Don’t have certainty, it’s childish
· But we are certainly LGBT affirming, pro-choice and anti-evangelical
· How they treat the Bible
· When I show them the Bible clearly disagrees with them… why don’t they care?
· Most agree…
· it’s important – it’s a good source for some spiritual truth
· But, it’s MAJORLY flawed.
· Here they sound like pop-atheists
· slavery, genocide, human sacrifice, patriarchy
· It’s been changed, it’s not fully reliable.
· That might cause you distress…
· What’s interesting, is that they find COMFORT in this
· Traditional apologetics is super helpful here!
· My videos
· Slavery
· Understanding the OT Law
· Evidence for the Bible series
· But, it may not target the heart of PC
· Whatever is CAUSING PC creates a NEED to find some way around the Bible’s teachings.
· So first, they attack it.
· Then they come up with a new way of using the Bible
· But the way they find is very revealing.
· This helps us see the REAL issue with PC.
· PC leaders use the Bible.
· You’ll need an external filter to decide what is wrong in the Bible.
· For many PCs, this is where Jesus comes back into the picture.
· Richard Rohr – “Jesus consistently ignored or even denied exclusionary, punitive, and triumphalist texts in his own inspired Hebrew Bible in favor of passages that emphasized inclusion, mercy, and honesty. For example, referencing two passages from Exodus (21:24) and Leviticus (24:20), Jesus suggested the opposite: “You have heard it said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you . . . turn the other cheek” (see Matthew 5:38-39). He read the Scriptures in a spiritual, selective, and questioning way. Jesus had a deeper and wider eye that knew which passages were creating a path for God and which passages were merely cultural, self-serving, and legalistic additions.” https://cac.org/midrash-2019-01-07/ 
· What’s wrong with this?
· “You’ve heard it said” = was application to personal vengeance, not govt justice.
· Jesus spoke frequently of judgment and how only in Him can we be saved.
· He referred to Himself as the judge of all the earth who would assign eternal fates, good and bad, to people at the final judgment. 
· Careful reading is needed; they always knock down a strawman.
· But it won’t get to the heart of PC. The cause. 
· He goes on to say (https://cac.org/jesus-hermeneutic-2019-01-09/)
· Jesus ignored most of the Bible
· “Jesus talks much more out of his own experience of God and humanity instead of teaching like the scribes and Pharisees, who operated out of their own form of case law by quoting previous sources.”
· So you can too.
· Jesus disagrees with the Bible
· Openly contradicts it
· Jesus leaves out stuff he doesn’t agree with
· Rohr’s instructions on how to read the Bible
· And this is consistent in PCs.
· Meditate deeply, let go of previous beliefs, wait for a God voice from within.
· CLIP 1 – Rohr – break them properly
· Not breaking, fulfilling.
· Brian Zahnd, – I never go anywhere without Jesus.
· CLIP 2 – BZ Jesus me
· Pete Enns – God never told them to do that…. They thought he did.
· Greg Boyd – “cruciform hermeneutic”
· But it’s really just your inner voice.
· Glennon Doyle
· Wrote the best selling book “Untamed”	
· 1.9 million followers on Instagram
· Christian blogger who left her husband for a lesbian relationship
· But this was not a bad thing, it was her spiritual epiphany!
· Put yourself and your desires first.
· “Maybe Eve was never meant to be our warning. Maybe she was meant to be our model. Own your wanting. Eat the apple.”
· Alisa Childers rightly says, “By reversing the biblical narrative, she turns the Christian worldview on its head. Sin is no longer what’s wrong with the world, but unrealized ambitions.”
· Selfishness as spiritual awakening.
· “I now take orders only from my knowing”
· This is the cause!
· It is EXHILERATING! Like an adventure
· I’m crafting my fate, my preferred beliefs
· And they end up fitting so well with what I want
· An adventure
· A reinvented spirituality that is tailored to make you feel good about yourself.
· They may seem different, but they are very united!
· Diagnoses = What’s at the heart of it?
· Your inner sense of goodness and personal purpose is the authority
· It’s not just that you are the authority…
· it’s that your heart’s desires, particularly the ones that feel good and proper to you, are your spiritual guide.
· So hate, bitterness, aren’t positive.
· But same-sex relationships is
· As long as it is couched as “who I really am deep down and what I really need to be complete and satisfied”
· Biblically, it’s a distortion
· A good thing that’s been twisted.
· Trans is – purely based on an internal desire and felt need.
· A trans person only needs to say that this is who they feel they are supposed to be.
· Now the PC must embrace it as true.
· Universalism is
· Your journey and heart are at the center of spirituality; how could you end up being judged?!
· Rejection of constricting doctrine is
· Give space to personalized spirituality
· CLIP – 4 – Bell – inner knowing
· CLIP – 5 – Bell – in action
· Two moves
· Scripture is fuzzy, 
· My experience dictates truth about what’s good or bad.
· THIS is why we can’t communicate well
· It doesn’t matter even if the Bible disagrees. That’s not the heart.
· The heart… is your heart.
· How it intersects with CRT
· Resolves a major tension!
· Counter stories
· Gay people who now say they find greater, deeper satisfaction in Christ
· De-trans people who say they were wrong and this hurt them
· They privilege certain perspectives. The tiebreaker
· Internalized oppression
· All these say ONE thing – the authority for religious truth is found in me (sola me)
· Individualistic, not corporate
· Unable to discern when sin is misleading us.
· Love confusion
· Love man, love man, love man
· Jesus protects us
· Matthew 22:37–38 (NASB95) 37And He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38“This is the great and foremost commandment. 
· There’s a hierarchy.
· Because sometimes they conflict.
· Luke 14:26–27 (NASB95) 26“If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 27“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 
· The tower of Babel
· People, united but without God.
· Don’t you think they thought God was with them?
· Biblical warnings show us this is NOTHING NEW.
· Jeremiah 17:9 (NASB95) 9“The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it? 
· Your heart can mislead you.
· We become our own false prophets.
· Jeremiah 23:16–17 (ESV) 16Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. 17They say continually to those who despise the word of the Lord, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’ ” 
· Proverbs 14:12–13 (NASB95) 12There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. 13Even in laughter the heart may be in pain, And the end of joy may be grief. 
· It seems right, it gives laughter… but can end in grief.
· People can be deceived by satisfaction
· We should let God tell us we are.
· Judges – 
· Judges 17:6 (NASB95) 6In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes. 
· Deuteronomy 12:8 (NASB95) 8“You shall not do at all what we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes; 
· Jesus 
· Luke 9:23–25 (NASB95) 23And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 24“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. 25“For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? 
· Self-denial
· Don’t labor for the food that perishes…
· We must sometimes choose between satisfaction in this earthly life and eternal life.
· PC is all about satisfaction in this life
· “But Mike, I thought quoting the Bible won’t help PCs”
· Well, this gets at the heart!
· It looks just like pop-culture
· Because our hearts have been informed by the story-telling of culture
· To make every behavior into an identity
· And you can’t deny someone’s heartfelt identity.
· Influencers so small
· 1- because they don’t maintain a crowd, they are a doorway
· 2- because it’s culture!
· Netflix, movies, media, schools, PUSH LGBT agendas 
· Pop-culture creates PCs
· Which is why their views are so in line with pop-progressive politics.
· Expressive individualism
· “Expressive individualism holds that human beings are defined by their individual psychological core, and that the purpose of life is allowing that core to find social expression in relationships. Anything that challenges it is deemed oppressive.“ https://www.heritage.org/civil-society/report/how-expressive-individualism-threatens-civil-society#:~:text=Expressive%20individualism%20holds%20that%20human,find%20social%20expression%20in%20relationships.&text=Rather%20it%20is%20a%20combination,a%20sense%20of%20the%20self. 
· God is inherently problematic
· So no solid doctrines about God are tolerated
· Doctrine itself limits your self-expression options
· My single question for PCs
· Can God can overrule my heart?	
· When it comes to my purpose, sense of satisfaction?
· When it comes to spiritual truth
· Which means, at its heart, it’s a lack of faith and trust in God.
· PC is faith in your inner voice, not faith in God.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Repent – believe.


· But they are so satisfied in their same-sex relationship!
· Principle – people can have deeply satisfying relationships that are still morally compromised relationships
· Adultery, abandoning kids
· But I feel so free now that I don’t have to do X
· There are women who have abandoned their kids and legitimately felt free
· People have deep spiritual experiences in false religions
· But they aren’t right
· It’s part of the deception
· 
Or – PCs – what they have right and wrong.
· Real criticisms
· 1- doubt is a sin
· 2- inconsistent Christians/hypocrisy
· 3- abuses
· 4- 
· Most helpful things I can share
· 1- they think Jesus agrees with them. They don’t see the difference between “Evangelical as basic doctrinal commitments” and “Evangelical as a cultural movement”
· 2- differentiate Christianity (the faith) from cultural baggage/secondary stuff
· 3- story-telling as worldview/truth-telling
· 1- inoculate – one at a time
· 4- objective truth
· 5- God as purpose, not self-experience/journey/self-discovery
· The pillars of progressive Christianity
· 1- Evangelicalism is super messed up
· 2- personal journey is a sacred mystical experience 
· 3- LGBTQ approval is non-negotiable
· More solidarity on this than the resurrection of Christ or eternal life.
· Because self is the authority 
· 4- Bible is unclear and don’t you dare say otherwise
· Brandan Robertson waffles between “it’s clearly not saying that” and “we can play with it, it’s not inspired”
· 5- You are the authority on religion…
· For you.
· With therapeutic happiness and peacefulness being the end goal 
· Prochoice 
· Love of God is not the top command. Love of self and fellow man is.
· Love does not have the restriction that it won’t rejoice in evil (sin)
· Colby Martin – author of “Unclobber”
· If wrong - “that’s a God I want nothing to do with”
· “
Self-approval
Self-authority
Love people – God loves people
