Disclaimer: These are my teaching notes. They are not comprehensive notes about the
teaching at hand, they are a guide for the teacher during the teaching. But you may find
some benefit in them.

The Hebrews Series – Part 3 – Heb 1:2-4

· Deep into Christology – the nature of Jesus, the God-man
· Deeper than you can on Sunday mornings.
· This passage – Heb 1:2-4
· Deeply Christological 
· In your face Christology
· Surprisingly nuanced and careful as well. I’ll explain as we go.
· Prepare for a real, Bible study, that will stretch you.
· Does that excite you? 
· You’ve come to the right place.
· Most won’t be aware, drawing from the Catholic Apocrypha
· What do I do with that?
· “The Wisdom of Solomon”
· Jewish concept of wisdom.
· What do I do with that?
· SOME people – a small number – claim that this is teaching Jesus was a created being.
· It’s worth talking about
· That’s what we’ll be studying today
· Deep Christology, Hebrews 1, and the Wisdom of Solomon.

This is part 3 in the Hebrews series, deep Bible study focusing on theology and apologetics – playlist link below
	You may have missed part 2

HEB 1 2-4
· Read it and catch the nature and nuance about Jesus’ identity.
· Hebrews 1:2–4 (ESV) 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
· Later, we’ll read it again and I think you’ll find it opens up to you so much more.
· A good Bible study should do this.
· We often think of the gospel as information about how to be saved.
· Believe in Jesus, he died for your sins and rose again.
· But the NT teaches us that the gospel is as much about WHO Jesus is as it is about what he did.
· Believe in Jesus (accurately)
· Christology
· Heb 1 is very much about the identity of Jesus.
· Mark’s subtle Christology compared
· Mystery theme in Mark
· “who is this”
· Mk 1:2-3
· Quotes Isaiah to say that John is the one preparing the way for the Lord… the LORD.
· Mk 1:7-8
· After John comes someone immeasurably BETTER than John
· 2:7 after Jesus tells a man his sins are forgiven
· Mark 2:7 (ESV) 7“Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
· 2:28 calls himself “Lord of the Sabbath”
· What?
· Authority to forgive, authority over the Sabbath.
· 2:19 
· Refers to himself as the bridegroom
· To who?
· The twelve tribes are the bride of God in the Jewish mindset.
· We are grafted in.
· After healing the demoniac 
· Mk 5:19-20
· The Lord - Jesus
· Job/Walking on Water
· Job 9:8 (ESV) 8who alone stretched out the heavens and trampled the waves of the sea; 
· God ALONE walks on the sea
· Job 38:16 (ESV) 16“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
· God can, you can’t.
· In Job 9:8 “trampled on the waves of the sea”
· Peripatwn epi thalassys
· Mk 6:48 uses the same words.
· Perhaps alluding to Job
· Same section (9:11)
· Job 9:11 “Behold, he passes by me, and I see him not; he moves on, but I do not perceive him.”
· A theme in Job
· Jesus confirms his identity and accessibility here in Mark.
· Mk 6:50 “Take heart, it is I”
· “Egw eimi”
· Not just saying “it’s me” but showing who “Me” is.
· Hebrews is not so subtle
· Hebrews 1:2–4
· But it is nuanced.
· First, the nuance.
· 1:2- Appointed heir of all things?
· Why “heir”?
· Heirs don’t start with their inheritance. They come INTO it.
· If Jesus is God, why is he an heir?
· Here comes the nuance.
· Hebrews 2:9 (ESV) 9But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
· Not “created lower”
· One word, not two.
· ἐλαττόω – to be or become reduced in rank, character, or status.
· Not ALWAYS heir?
· Phil 2 – Jn 17
· Philippians 2:6–11 (ESV) 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
· When was Jesus in the form of God?
· Prior to incarnation.
· 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
· What he had by nature he earned back by right.
· Sword in the stone.
· John 17:5 (ESV) 5And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 
· He had the glory of God
· John 1:1–2 (ESV) 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 
· He set it aside
· He gained it back
· This also explains the “becoming” language of vs 4.
· 1:4 “having become…. superior to the angels”
· Mormonism – teaches that Jesus gained an NEW exaltation
· Not true. It was old.
· Undercover boss.
· Became superior to the angels
· Become lower, for a season, and then returned. 
· Jesus didn’t gain a GREATER state but his OLD state.
· 1:2- also provokes us to ask an interesting question?
· What is Jesus’ role in creation?
· The Father and Son do not do the same thing in creating the universe.
· 1:2 “through whom also he [God] created the world”
· You may have never noticed how many verses say this.
· Jn 1:3 “created through him”	
· Yet he is unmade
· 1 Cor 8:6 
· “all things”
· Is it right to say Jesus created all things? Or is that only for the Father
· Back to Col 1:16 and 15
· Vs 16 – through him
· Vs 15 – by him
· Gen 1:1-2
· Heb 11:3 “world was created by the Word of God”
· Hebrews is in unison with the NT and OT here.
· And Jn 1 referred to him as “the word” alluding to Gen 1.
· A careful theology
· Jesus, uncreated Creator – yet differentiated from the Father
· Throughness 
· Not just modalism – God’s nature.
· Nuance
· 2 Heir
· 2 Appointed heir
· That is, it’s a non-natural situation. By virtue of incarnation and his perfect life
· 2 Through whom he created the world
· Predates all things
· He is the heir of what was made through him.
· 3 radiance of the glory of God
· God radiating into creation
· Jn 1:14 (ESV) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
· This after explicitly calling him God in vs 1.
· Jn 14:9 “whoever has seen me has seen the Father”
· 4 become superior to angels
· Obviously, the creator is already superior, but he also BECAME superior through testing
· 4 inherited a name
· Again, incarnation.
· It isn’t enough to say Jesus is God. 
· He is the 2nd person of the Trinity
Wis of Sol excursus 
· I’m going to tell you something that the majority of you don’t know about Hebrews 1.
· Most of my viewers will not know that Heb 1 is alluding to a book from the Catholic Bible.
· Called “the Wisdom of Solomon” (not Proverbs)
· Let’s take a detour on this issue.
· “Mike, why the detour?” 
· A detour like this can, if done well, teach us valuable things.
· Doesn’t fit on Sunday morning 
· But my ministry is often supplemental.
· The connection between Heb 1 and wisdom traditions.
· Connection to Proverbs 8 and the apocryphal Wisdom of Solomon.
· Wis of Sol – 2nd century work, not written by Solomon.
· Catholic OT.
· Why see a connection here?
· 1:3
· “radiance” apaugasma 
· A word only found here in the NT or in the LXX
· And in Wis of Sol 7:26
· Is it a coincidence?
· Wis 7:26 “For she is a reflection of eternal light,
a spotless mirror of the working of God,
and an image of his goodness.”
· “upholds all things by the word of his power”
· Who’s power?
· Jesus’ power. 
· John 1 “In the beginning was the word” with Gen 1 “God said”
· Wis 1:6-7 6 For wisdom is a kindly spirit,
but it will not free blasphemers from the guilt of their words,
because God is witness of their inmost feelings
and a true observer of their hearts and a hearer of their tongues. 7 Because the spirit of the Lord has filled the world
and that which holds all things together knows what is said,
· This passage in Wis of Sol is interesting.
· Vs 7 makes it seem like “wisdom” is another word for God.
· Then in 7:24 wisdom is attributed omnipresence.
· Wis 7:24 “For wisdom is more mobile than any motion;
because of her pureness she pervades and penetrates all things.
· Yes, it’s odd. 
· But you can see a similarity.
· Not sameness.
· Wrong view
· This canonizes the book Wisdom of Solomon
· No.
· It is not here cited AS SCRIPTURE
· There’s a difference.
· “it is written”
· “Scripture says,”
· It isn’t even a quote
· An allusion
· Scripture quotes pagan poets!
· Other problems
· The Jews never had it as Scripture 
· Not in Hebrew, too late, not from Solomon
· Catholic Apologists sometimes claim the Jews rejected it because of it’s support for Jesus.
· CLIP - 
· That’s weak.
· Why not cut out Isaiah 53?
· And it assumes something without proving it.
· Did you notice it?
· It assumes it was Scripture 
· But that’s what he’s trying to prove.
· The Jews didn’t remove it, it was never Scripture.
· Even Jerome rejected it.
· Full of Greek concepts foreign to Solomon
· The pre-existence of souls
· Wisdom of Solomon 8:19–20 (NRSV) 19As a child I was naturally gifted, and a good soul fell to my lot; 20or rather, being good, I entered an undefiled body. 
· Reincarnation?
· Pre-existent soul… likely
· Greek philosophy
· Undeniably, the quality of the human body depended on the goodness of the soul.
· John 9:2 His disciples asked “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
· PIC Wis of Sol preexistence 
· 11 Translations confirm
· He claims he was good while disembodied and that’s what got him good body.
· (NRSV) 
· 19As a child I was naturally gifted, and a good soul fell to my lot; 20or rather, being good, I entered an undefiled body. 
·  (RSV) 
· 19As a child I was by nature well endowed, and a good soul fell to my lot; 20or rather, being good, I entered an undefiled body. 
· (D-R)
· 19And I was a witty child, and had received a good soul. 20And whereas I was more good, I came to a body undefiled. 
· (KJV Apoc)
· 19For I was a witty child, and had a good spirit. 20Yea rather, being good, I came into a body undefiled. 
· (Apocrypha of the Old Testament, R.H. Charles) 
· Now I was a child good by nature and a good soul fell to my lot; Nay rather, being good, I came into a body undefiled.
· (Lexham English Septuagint 2nd edition) 
· 19But I was a clever child, and I was appointed to be of a good soul; 20or rather, being good, I came into an undefiled body. 
· (Brenton LXX En) 
· 19For I was a witty child, and had a good spirit. 20Yea rather, being good, I came into a body undefiled. 
· (Wycliffe) 
· 19A child forsothe I was witti, and bi lot hauende a good soule. 20And whan I was more good, I cam to a bodi vndefoulid. 
· (CEB) 
· 19I was a clever child and had been born with a dignified attitude— 20or, better said, because my soul was already dignified, it entered a spotless body. 
· (GB) 
· 19For I was a wittie childe, and was of a good spirit. 20Yea, rather being good, I came to an undefiled bodie. 
· (NETS (Primary Texts)) 
· 19I was a naturally clever child, and I obtained a good soul as my lot, 20or rather, being good, I entered an undefiled body. 
· This is rejected historically and biblically
· Gen 2:7 “became a living being”
· Zech 12:1 God “formed the spirit of a man within him”
· Ps 139:13-16 that before being in the womb you had not experienced any “days”
· There’s only one person who the Bible says existed before he had a body.
· Jesus.
· John 8:57-58 “before Abraham was, I am”
· Contrasts Jesus with Abraham
· An error
· Jesus is MERELY the idea of wisdom 
· He isn’t God
· He is a created being
· This becomes a filter for how to interpret other Scriptures too.
· Several times the Bible says that Jesus participates as Creator of all things, by saying that everything was created “through him”
· With the filter of, “Jesus is wisdom” you say he was made first and then God used him to make everything in the sense that God creates through wisdom.
· It’s limiting. 
· 6 Reasons why Jesus being compared to wisdom doesn’t make him a created being
· 1. Hebrews 1 directly calls him God
· Next week, in detail!
· 1:8, 10
· “o, God”
· “You, oh Lord” – YHVH – Ps 102:25-27
· This is literally in the same chapter.
· You can’t jump from Hebrews to Wis of Sol and ignore the direct context of Heb 1.
· 2. Wisdom in Psalms is a type of Christ, not Christ
· List of reasons
· Is Jesus female?
· Does he have sisters? Prudence?
· This would apply to any Wis of Sol connection
· With types there are similarities AND differences.
· There are things that are true about the types that aren’t true about Jesus.
· Which leads to reason 3
· 3. Other types
· Moses
· Is Jesus Moses reincarnated?
· Did Jesus kill an Egyptian and hide the body?
· Adam (2nd Adam/Last Adam)
· Is Jesus Adam? No, he’s like Adam
· Representative
· Unlike Adam, Jesus did NOT fail temptation
· The Tabernacle
· Is Jesus a building that was created by people?
· The Bronze Serpent
· Is Jesus an inanimate object fashioned by man?
· Jesus is the Passover Lamb
· Does he have lamb DNA and walk on four hooves?
· The nature of typology is that Jesus is always compared to something less than God.
· But Jesus is directly called God many times in Scripture
· Including Hebrews 1.
· 4. Other titles
· Jesus as prophet is not Jesus as merely prophet
· As high priest, not merely high priest
· As wisdom, not merely wisdom
· Jesus as the bread of life is doesn’t mean he gets old and moldy if left out.
· 5. If you do treat wisdom as LITERALLY created, it causes major problems.
· It means God wasn’t eternally wise. 
· He was eternally unwise until he created wisdom!
· Oops.
· I found one Arian who said that wisdom in Proverbs was created and so Jesus was created… but God still had wisdom before he created wisdom.
· 6. John 1 explicitly rejects that.
· John 1:1–3 (NRSV) 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 
· If it was made, it isn’t Jesus. 
· Jesus wasn’t made.
· Prog Christian stuff
· “but the Bible isn’t univocal”
· Col rejects that 
· And Col, like Heb, is using ideas from Wis of Sol.
· Colossians 1:15–17 (NRSV) 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
· To interpret the reference to Wis of Sol as limiting Jesus as a creation is the OPPOSITE of the intention of the author of Hebrews.
· We need to let Hebrews tell us what it wants about Jesus and not go to Wis of Sol as if it is now driving our thoughts.
· Hebrews has a different point to make and uses different words.
· It is NOT a quote of Wis of Sol. Just an allusion. 
· Not a repetition of it, a usage of shared background info.
· Schriener says,
· PIC Wis of Sol Schreiner
· “The author likely draws here upon wisdom traditions, for we see in the OT that the Lord created the world in wisdom (Prov 3:19; 8:22–31; Ps 104:24; Jer 10:12; cf. Wis 7:22; 9:2). The Son is greater than wisdom, however, for wisdom is a personification, but the Son existed as a person before the world was formed. We can easily fail to see how astonishing this statement is. The one who was put to death in Jerusalem on a cross a few decades earlier is now praised as the one who created the world!” [emphasis mine]
· Schreiner, T. R. (2021). Hebrews, 55-56.

· Now, let’s talk about vs 3 and what it does and doesn’t mean.
· As compared to the Wis of Sol

3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
· The Christology is massive
· “Radiance of the glory of God”
· Radiance or reflection?
· Ἀπαύγασμα may be understood actively, of light radiating out from a source, or passively, meaning “reflection.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Ellingworth, P. (1993). The Epistle to the Hebrews: a commentary on the Greek text (p. 98). W.B. Eerdmans; Paternoster Press.] 

· The Greek church fathers took this to be active
· That’s what the Nicene Creed means when it says, “Light from Light”
· The majority of modern commentaries take it to be passive, “reflection.”
· What’s the difference
· “radiance” implies deity
· “reflection” could be true of Jesus or a created being that stands above all others.
· Other statements in Hebrews rule out the latter.
· He is God from God
· Wis 7:26 “For she is a reflection of eternal light,
a spotless mirror of the working of God,
and an image of his goodness.”
· In this, Jesus is MORE
· Heb 1 become vs is.
· Became
· Heir, superior to angels, inherited a name
· IS
· The radiance of the glory of God
· The exact imprint of his nature
· “Exact imprint of his nature”
· Wis 7:26 “…and an image of his goodness”
· Wisdom is less.
· As a human or something different?
· We are all in God’s image.
· 2 Corinthians 4:4 (ESV) 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
· “In the image” 
· humanity and deity
· Colossians 1:15 (ESV) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
· Jesus isn’t just like humanity in general, being made in God’s image. He is the God being visible to us through incarnation. He is uniquely the image of God, otherwise Col, and 2 Cor, and Hebrews, are saying NOTHING about him that isn’t true of every human.
· John 1 connects both of these ideas.
· John 1:9–10 (ESV) 9The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.  
· “radiance of the glory of God”
· 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
· “through whom also he created the world”
· John 1:14 (ESV) 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
· Again, radiance, and divinity.
· “the only Son from the Father”
· Cool stuff here.
· And the big boom in vs 18
· John 1:18 (ESV) No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
· NKJV/KJV “only begotten Son”
· Here’s something that’s said of Wisdom, in WofS, but not of Christ.
· Wis 7:26 “a spotless mirror of the working of God,”
· Too low for Jesus. 
· Hebrews is utilizing shared concepts but not paralleling them equally.
· This happens numerous times in the NT.
· Acts 17:28
· Paul quotes two pagans
· Epimenides – speaking of Zeus
· “In him we live and move and have our being”
· “They fashioned a tomb for you, holy and high one, Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, idle bellies. But you are not dead: you live and abide forever. For in you we live and move and have our being.”
· (Cretans being liars is quoted by Paul in Titus 1:12)
· Poet Aratus – speaking of Zeus
· “We too are his offspring”
· “All the streets and the marketplaces of humanity are full of Zeus. Also full of him are the sea and the harbors, and everywhere we all have need of Zeus. For we are also his offspring.”
· but to say something different than they were.
· He goes on to call them to repent of idolatry and reject pagan gods.
· Zeus was
· Not eternal
· Created – Dad was Chronos
· Chronos had a dad
· Ruler of the gods, who were his relatives
· Slept with tons of women while in disguise
· Was a liar and flawed being
· Not the Creator, not the sustainer.
· “Upholds the universe by the word of his power”
· A neglected doctrine of God.
· God as sustainer
· Colossians 1:17 (ESV)17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
· You can see why many say, even if Paul didn’t write Hebrews, the theology of Hebrews is Pauline.
· There are a lot of connections you will see as we study through the book together.
· Jesus is ACTIVELY doing this
· It’s not something from the past. 
· “upholds”
· As Col 1:17 said, “hold together”
· OT – 
· Ps 75:3 when the earth totters, God keeps it steady
· Divine Aseity
· God’s self-existence
· Not contingent
· Isaiah 40:28 (ESV) 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth…  
· Uncreated creator.
· A scientific question
· We observe constants, but don’t know why
· Methodological naturalism
· “it just does” 
· Compared to Wis of Sol, this is different.
· “by the word of his power”
· Gen 1 connection
· Jesus is the one who possesses the POWER to uphold the universe, not just a personification of a quality by which it is designed.
· Again, a typological connection to Wisdom
· But Jesus exceeds it.
· Hebrews has an allusion to wisdom and Jesus
· But Jesus transcends Wisdom.
· As he does Moses, the Priesthood, etc.
· Why?
· Escalation is a theme in Hebrews.
· 1:3 drops a priesthood bomb.
· Note the phrasing “making purification for sins”
· Anyone can bring an offering but only a priest can “make purification for sins”
· This is what a priest does.
· In the Scripture, there’s only one sacrifice Jesus ever offered. 
· Himself. 
· This is a HUGE topic in Hebrews, we’ll go deep on it in the book.
· Vs 3 sets it up as important from the start.
· THEN sat down at the right hand of God
· Foreshadowing
· 1:4 From prophets to angels
· Why angels?
· Messengers, mediators
· Connections between man and God
· More on this next time.
· Let’s read it again!
· Catch the nature and nuance about Jesus’ identity.
· Hebrews 1:2–4 (ESV) 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
· Stand in awe of Christ
· You can’t ignore him.
· A watershed
· Hear him, or don’t.
· Next time
· Jesus compared to angels
· JW theology vs Heb 1.
· The identity of Jesus 
· Jesus is YHWH
· When??? I don’t know, it’s moving slow. 
